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The following information has been taken directly from the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ Occupational Outlook Handbook (http://www.bls.gov/ooh/). Please check the OOH for up to date information on careers that interest you.
What Does a Psychologist Do? 
Psychologists study mental processes and human behavior by observing, interpreting, and recording how people and other animals relate to one another and the environment.


Some psychologists work independently, doing research or working only with patients or clients. Others work as part of a healthcare team, collaborating with physicians, social workers, and others to treat illness and promote overall wellness. Those in private practice have their own offices and set their own schedules, often working evenings and weekends.
Duties of a Psychologist:
· Conduct scientific studies to study behavior and brain function
· Collect information through observations, interviews, surveys, tests, and other method
· Find patterns that will help them understand and predict behavior
· Use their knowledge to increase understanding among individuals and groups
· Develop programs that improve schools and workplaces by addressing psychological issues
· Work with individuals, couples, and families to help them make desired changes to behaviors
· Identify and diagnose mental, behavioral, or emotional disorders
· Develop and carry out treatment plan
· Collaborate with physicians or social workers to help treat patients


How to Become a Psychologist:
Most clinical, counseling, and research psychologists need a doctoral degree. Psychologists can complete a Ph.D. in psychology or a Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) degree. A Ph.D. in psychology is a research degree that culminates in a comprehensive exam and a dissertation based on original research. In clinical, counseling, school, or health service settings, students usually complete a 1-year internship as part of the doctoral program. The Psy.D. is a clinical degree and is often based on practical work and examinations rather than a dissertation.


California State University Northridge requires the following prerequisites for a masters in Behavioral Clinical Psychology: Introductory Psychology (Psy 150), Physiological Correlates of Behavior (Psy 250), Developmental Psychology and Lab (Psy 313/L), Statistics (Psy 320 and 320L), Research Methods (Psy 321 and 321L). Behavior Disorders (i.e., Abnormal Psychology) (Psy 310), Psychological Testing (Psy 427), Clinical Psychology (Psy 454), Ethical, Professional and Legal Standards in Psychology, (Psy 455), Counseling and Interviewing (Psy 460) or Cognitive and Behavioral Intervention Techniques (Psy 464) or equivalent. PhD programs vary in prerequisites, but most require statistics and research methods.

School psychologists need a master’s, specialist (Ed. S. degree, which requires a minimum of 60 graduate semester hours), or doctoral degree in school psychology. Because their work addresses education and mental health components of students’ development, school psychologists’ training includes coursework in both education and psychology.
How Much Does a Psychologist make?
The median annual wage of psychologists was $68,640 in May 2010. The median wage is the wage at which half of the workers in an occupation earned more than that amount and half earned less. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $39,200, and the top 10 percent earned more than $111,810.


The median annual wages of psychologist occupations in May 2010 were the following:
· $87,330 for industrial-organizational psychologists
· $66,810 for clinical, counseling, and school psychologists
· $89,900 for psychologists, all other[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7]
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