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Africana & Chicana/o Studies 


Present 
Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o
	Distinguished Professor, Author, and

 Nobel Prize for Literature Finalist
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Professor Ngũgĩ teaches in the Departments of Comparative Literature and English at the University of California, Irvine. Born in Kenya, into a large peasant family, he was educated at Kamandura, Manguu and Kinyogori primary schools and Alliance High School, all in Kenya; Makerere University College (then a campus of London University), Kampala, Uganda; and the University of Leeds, Britain. He is recipient of seven Honorary Doctorates. A many-sided intellectual, he is novelist, essayist, playwright, journalist, editor, academic and social activist. Ngũgĩ burst onto the literary scene in East Africa with the performance of his first major play, The Black Hermit, at the National Theatre in Kampala. He is the author of Petals of Blood, Decolonising the Mind, and other books. He is the recipient of the Lotus Prize for Literature and Nonino International Prize for Literature; he was nominated for the prestigious Man Booker International Prize. In 2012, he was awarded a National Book Critics Circle Award for In the House of the Interpreter, as well as the 2014 Nicolás Guillén Lifetime Achievement Award for Philosophical Literature. In 2010 and 2014, he was a finalist for the Nobel Prize for Literature.
Friday, November 7th, 2014, 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM
Music Recital Hall, Cypress Hall 158
This event is free and open to all students, faculty and staff.

Sponsored by Africana Studies and Chicano Studies Departments, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, College of Humanities Academic Programming Fund, the Provost’s Office, African Studies Interdisciplinary Minor Program, and CAI.
For more information contact Dr. Tom Spencer-Walters (x7819) or Dr. Renee Moreno (x7110)
