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MAG Frequently Asked Questions (and Answers) 
(revised 03-05-12) 

 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE (CC) 
 
1. Can I concurrently enroll at a CC? 
 

Yes. 
 
2. How do I know how many units actually transferred from my CC coursework? 
 

See the last pages of your Degree Progress Report (DPR). 
 
3. Can I repeat CSUN courses at a CC for grade forgiveness? 
 

No. 
 
4. If I repeat a course at a CC to improve my grade at that CC, which grade is transferred to 

CSUN? 
 
Check with the CC. 

 

5. I took a course at a CC and received a “D”. I have already had my transcripts sent to 
CSUN. If I retake the course at the same CC and receive a “B”, they have told me 
they will “forgive” my first grade and adjust my GPA to incorporate the new grade. 
Will CSUN also adjust my GPA when the new transcripts are sent? 

 
Yes, CSUN will change whatever the CC changes. 

 
6. If I fail a course at a CC, and am retaking it at CSUN, will I be able to register for it before 

the first day of classes? 
 

Yes, most likely, since the course has a different number. However, if it shows up on 
your DPR with a CSUN course number, it may be treated the same as a CSUN course. 
Consult with Admissions and Records. 

 
7. I took a course at another college, but it does not show up on my DPR. 
 

Have you requested a transfer of your transcripts to CSUN? If so, contact the college to 
confirm that they have been sent. If not, you need to formally request the transfer at the 
other college. 

 
8. Can I take a prerequisite course for a CSUN Kinesiology course at a CC? 
 

Yes. However, make sure the course is transferrable and equivalent to the CSUN 
prerequisite course. Go to: www.assist.org 

 
9. Can I take a prerequisite course for a CC course at CSUN?  
 

Check with the CC. 
 

http://www.assist.org/
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10. If I have reached the maximum number of units I can transfer from a CC, am I still able to 
fulfill prerequisites at a CC? 

 
Yes, but the units will not apply toward graduation. 

 
INTERNSHIPS 
 
11. How does KIN 494 (academic internship) work? 
 

You need a faculty sponsor. Every faculty has different criteria for internship 
sponsorship; some advertise when internships are available. Speak to individual faculty 
or your advisor. 

 
12. What courses do I have to complete before I can take KIN 494? 
 

It depends on the experience required for the specific internship. Contact the sponsor or 
your advisor. 

 
POST-GRAD 
 
13. What transcripts do I send when I apply to graduate school? What is the minimum GPA? 

When do I apply? 
 

Consult with the school directly. 
 

14. How do I get letters of recommendation? 
 

Ask your advisor for advice on how to obtain excellent letters of recommendation from 
faculty members. It takes more than just a good grade in a course. Get involved! 
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15. Physical Therapy (PT): Doctorate (DPT) vs. Master’s (MPT) 
 

To date, program conversion to the DPT as the entry level degree is voluntary, with a 
goal of all programs converting by 2015, but there is as of yet no mandate. 

 
The CSUN PT program and entry-level DPT programs offer basically the same 
curriculum. Students at CSUN: 
 Meet the same student learning outcomes (SLO's) 
 Complete the same coursework and internships 
 Sit for the same exam and get the same license 
 
The Governor of California recently signed legislation authorizing California State 
University (CSU) schools to offer the DPT degree. CSUN’s Department of Physical 
Therapy will be making the conversion from MPT to DPT in the near future.   
 
Anyone with a PT license is licensed at the entry-level degree that was required when 
they graduated. If you are licensed after completing a Master’s in PT, you will not have 
to complete a DPT later. There are many experienced clinicians currently working with 
only a BS. 

 
However, although it is not required, many PT's have been going back to get their DPT 
in continuing education programs. 

 
 
GPA 
 
16. What is the importance of upper division GPA versus cumulative GPA? 
 

You must maintain a 2.0 GPA in: 
 All course work taken at CSUN 
 All course work taken toward the degree 
 Upper division course work required in your major 

 
If you do not maintain a 2.0 GPA in all three areas, you may be placed on academic 
probation, or disqualified. There have been students unable to graduate, due to low 
GPAs. 

 
17. How do + and – work with GPA calculation? 
 

See the CSUN catalog for grade points corresponding to specific grades. 
 
 
MAG (Mandatory Advising Groups) 
 
18. Is MAG required before winter intersession registration? 
 

No. 
 
19. How do MAG meetings differ from semester to semester? 

 
Updated information will be provided. In addition, as your student status changes, you 
will likely have new and different questions. 

 
 
PREREQUISITES 
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20. How do I know if a course has a prerequisite? 

 

See the CSUN catalog for prerequisites. 

 

21. Is it ever possible to waive a prerequisite? 

Consult with the course instructor directly. Only the instructor can waive a prerequisite. 
 

22. I am taking a course this semester that is a prerequisite for a course I want to take next 

semester. How can I enroll in the course at my scheduled registration time, since SOLAR 

will not yet have confirmation that I have met the prerequisite? 

 

Consult with the course instructor to see if they will issue you a permission number (this 

is not automatic). It may be on a class-by-class basis and controlled by either the 

department or instructor. 

23. If I have already taken physics, do I still need Math 104 or 105 for KIN 445?  
 

Consult with the course instructor directly. Only the instructor can waive a prerequisite. 
 
24. Can I take KIN 300 and 345 together or 345 and 445 together? 
 

No. Prerequisites are there for a reason. 
 
 
OTHER 
 
25. Is it possible to have a double option? If so, how do I know which coursework to take? 

 

Yes, but the options do not show on your degree. 

Consult with your advisor in EACH option and follow their guidance separately. It is up to 
you to decide how to blend the two to effectively schedule your coursework. 

 
26. How do I file an appeal to get a waiver or substitution for a GE course? 

 

Go to the following link for the undergraduate petition form: 

http://www.csun.edu/anr/forms/ugrdpetition.pdf 

 

27. What is the Tseng College and how does it work? 

 

Go to the following link for information about the Tseng College: 

http://tsengcollege.csun.edu 

28. How much flexibility is there for the electives? How do I know what I can take (other than the 

courses listed in the catalog)?   

 

Consult with your advisor. With the appropriate justification, your advisor has the ability 

to approve substitutions. 

http://www.csun.edu/anr/forms/ugrdpetition.pdf
http://tsengcollege.csun.edu/
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29. How do I get the permission number to take the BIOL 212 restricted anatomy lab (human 
cadaver lab)? 

 
Contact the Physical Therapy Department for a permission number. 

 
30. How long does it take to get the results of a placement test or the upper division writing test? 
 

Consult with Test Center. 
 
31. What is the maximum number of units I can enroll in at CSUN each semester? 

During the Registration-by-Appointment period, undergraduate students in good 
academic standing may enroll in a maximum of 19 units. The limit for undergraduate 
students on academic probation is 13 units.  

Due to recent policy changes, the unit limits may be different. Check with the Office of 
Admissions & Records for the latest policies, or check the following registration web 
page: 

http://www.csun.edu/anr/soc/registration.html#appt  

If you would like to take more than 19 units, you must complete the Extra Unit 
Authorization Form and obtain the appropriate signatures. 

http://www.csun.edu/anr/forms/extra_unit_authorization.pdf 
 

32. What is a passing grade in KIN Courses? 
 

A D- is passing, though it may not satisfy the prerequisite for the next course, e.g., a D- 
in KIN 346 will not allow you to enter KIN 446. Note that a D-, while passing, is not 
reflective of an understanding of the material and will be viewed as such by anyone 
looking at your transcript. 

 
33. Is BIOL 282 required? 
 

No, not for the Kinesiology major. However, it is a common prerequisite for Physical 
Therapy schools. 

 
34. I am an athlete with an athletics advisor. Do I still need to attend MAG to remove my hard 

registration hold? 
 

Yes, your Kinesiology advisor must sign your form and remove your hold. 
 

In fact, the athletics advisors will not remove your athletics hold unless you return a 
signed form indicating that you were advised by your Kinesiology advisor. 

 
35. Do students have a “hard hold” if they have not taken the Upper Division Writing Proficiency  
  Exam (UDWPE)?  
 

There is a proposed policy (pending final approval) that will require students to attempt 
the UDWPE before completing more than 75 units. Students with more than 75 units will 
have an “admin hold” placed on their file, that only A&R can remove, that will prevent 
registration until the student shows that s/he has attempted the writing exam. Most 

http://www.csun.edu/anr/soc/registration.html#appt
http://www.csun.edu/anr/forms/extra_unit_authorization.pdf
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transfer students, therefore, will need to take the writing exam during their first semester 
at CSUN (assuming they’ve passed ENG 155 or equivalent).  

 
36. Which community colleges offer the equivalent to our KIN 200?  
 

College of the Canyons and Santa Monica College. Others may offer an equivalent 
course in the future. If not sure, check with the Kinesiology Undergraduate Coordinator. 

 
 
 


