2014-2015 Annual Program Assessment Report

Please submit report to your department chair or program coordinator, the Associate Dean of your College, and to james.solomon@csun.edu, director of assessment and program review, by September 30, 2015. You may, but are not required to, submit a separate report for each program, including graduate degree programs, which conducted assessment activities, or you may combine programs in a single report.  Please identify your department/program in the file name for your report.

College: Humanities
Department: 

Programs: Liberal Studies
Assessment liaison: Tineke Scholten
1. Please check off whichever is applicable:

A.  ___ _____  Measured student work.

B.  ________  Analyzed results of measurement.

C.  ________  Applied  results of analysis to program review/curriculum/review/revision.
2. Overview of Annual Assessment Project(s).  On a separate sheet, provide a brief overview of this year’s assessment activities, including:
· an explanation for why your department chose the assessment activities (measurement, analysis, and/or application) that it enacted
· if your department implemented assessment option A, identify which program SLOs were assessed (please identify the SLOs in full), in which classes and/or contexts, what assessment instruments were used and the methodology employed, the resulting scores, and the relation between this year’s measure of student work and that of past years: (include as an appendix any and all relevant materials that you wish to include)
· if your department implemented assessment option B, identify what conclusions were drawn from the analysis of measured results, what changes to the program were planned in response, and the relation between this year’s analyses and past and future assessment activities
· if your department implemented option C, identify the program modifications that were adopted, and the relation between program modifications and past and future assessment activities 
· in what way(s) your assessment activities may reflect the university’s commitment to diversity in all its dimensions but especially with respect to underrepresented groups
· any other assessment-related information you wish to include, including SLO revision (especially to ensure continuing alignment between program course offerings and both program and university student learning outcomes), and/or the creation and modification of new assessment instruments
3.     Preview of planned assessment activities for next year.  Include a brief description and explanation of how next year’s assessment will contribute to a 

              continuous program of ongoing assessment.
Overview of Assessment Activities 2014-15
Modification/Development of New Assessment Plan 
The Liberal Studies program faces unique challenges when it comes to assessing student performance relative to its SLOs:

· Students in programs (as opposed to departments) tend to take a wide variety of courses to satisfy the requirements of their major and are therefore difficult to identify as a group.

· Only a small subset of the course work is offered by Liberal Studies, requiring the involvement of faculty from many departments for the collection, rating and evaluation of data. 

· The Liberal Studies Program is multifaceted, consisting of a Teacher Preparation component (with three options and five tracks) and an Interdisciplinary Studies Option (with six tracks). 
· The Liberal Studies program has undergone (and continues to undergo) major revisions that make it very difficult to target a stable population of students who have all completed what are relatively new paths towards graduation.  Both Teacher Preparation and the Interdisciplinary Option have been revised over the past 5 years and the Interdisciplinary Option is currently being overhauled once again. Enrollment in the latter is uneven, with some tracks outpacing others.
Over the past years, the program has assessed most Core SLOs of the Teacher Preparation Program on a case by case basis, recruiting faculty from various departments to help provide and assess student work in a given year.  In 2014-15, Liberal Studies discussed ways to implement a stable assessment model that can be executed every year and provide the opportunity for longitudinal comparison. The plan is as follows: 
The program intends to focus its efforts on the Teacher Preparation Program for now, specifically the ITEP Freshman option of this program. This is done for the following reasons:
· All ITEP students follow a similar curriculum and their performance during their time at CSUN is therefore easier to track than that of other Liberal Studies Students.

· ITEP freshmen are cohorted and could be assessed during different stages of their CSUN attendance to gauge progress for the SLOs for which this is relevant.

· The model for ITEP students could be expanded and used as a point of departure for eventually assessing the performance of other students in the Liberal Studies Program.

More specifically, the program intends to use three courses: LRS 100F, LRS 300 and EED579D. Embedded assignments in these courses should provide the program with relevant data for all its Core Teacher Preparation SLOs ( for some, at different benchmarks). Data will be gathered from these courses starting Fall 15. The program intends to use the Electronic Assessment System to create a multi-year data base and facilitate the rating and tracking of data.
Assessment Activities and the University’s Commitment to Diversity

The Liberal Studies commitment to diversity is reflected in its Teacher Preparation SLOs, specifically in SLO2:

1. Students will demonstrate proficient knowledge in the range of disciplines that relate to K-6 education and advanced level knowledge in their area of specialization.

2. Students will demonstrate skills and knowledge needed to support all students in a diverse urban school environment.  

3. Students will be able to describe essential features of the California Standards and the Common Core State Standards and discuss their overall and specific goals. 

4. Students will be able to describe, draw connections between and apply basic methods of inquiry used in the Arts, Humanities, Mathematics, Social Sciences

5. Students will be able to successfully adapt their reading and writing to a range of disciplines, genres, media and purposes.

6. Students will be able to reflect on and, for ITEP students, apply their knowledge and skills acquired in the major and in their specialization to teaching in the K-6 classroom.

7. Students will be able to access, evaluate and make use of a range of informational resources (electronic and otherwise).
The program intends to assess this SLO in EED579D and possibly in other courses.
Additional Assessment Activities

Liberal Studies students in the Teacher Preparation program have traditionally completed an extensive exit survey that gauges their satisfaction with the curriculum offerings as well as their confidence level in applying skills and knowledge that the program considers essential for their chosen career. In 2014-2015, a subcommittee of the Interdisciplinary Studies Advisory Committee (IDC) that included representatives of Elementary and Special Education significantly revised this exit survey. The new version was approved by IDC in Spring of 2015 and will be sent to all graduating students in the Teacher Preparation program in 2015.
Preview of Planned Assessment Activities 2015-16

As mentioned above, Liberal Studies plans to implement its newly crafted assessment plan in 2015-16 by collecting data from three courses: LRS 100F, LRS 300 and EED579D and roll out its new exit survey for all graduating students in Teacher Preparation.
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