RS100/INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Moodle Office Hours M 11-12/ Santa Susana 235

Professor: Kenneth Lee, klee@csun.edu, 818-677-2357

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This is an online course, which studies the elements of religion and selected contemporary religious issues. Examines such subjects as myth and ritual, the sacred and profane, dreams and theophanies, priests and prophets, science and religion, history and religion, and the expansion of religion today.  The course aims to help students think through basic questions that arise in the study of religion.  What is the nature of religious experience?  How does religion shape the actions of individuals and communities?  How does religion promote or inhibit human development and well-being?  Through a combination of lectures, discussions, readings, films, site visitations and research assignments, we will endeavor to expand our understanding of the role that religion plays in people’s lives.  It is my hope that you will also learn the interpretative and analytical skills necessary to evaluate critically the religious dimension of human life. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES:

(1) Explore the religious dimension of human existence by attempting to understand the general patterns of experience and expression that constitute the religious world; 

(2) Understand the major approaches to the study of religion and read exemplary works;
(3) Gain first-hand knowledge and develop a better understanding of/appreciation for religious expression by traditions other than our own; 

(4) Develop critical thinking skills through research, analysis, discussion, and dissemination.

REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:
Participation/Posting (30%, 30 pts.): Your participation in Discussion Forums (accessed via www.moodle.csun.edu; login using your CSUN ID and password) is very important and will count towards 30% of your grade.  Each student must post at least three (3) thoughtful responses per week in any two (2) or more of the Discussion Forums for that week.  Each post should be about a paragraph long (150 words min.) and is rated/worth up to 2 pts. -> “2(1)” means that you received a 2/2 for 1 post in the Forum. You may, of course, post more than three posts per week, and I will count your three highest-rated/graded posts (weekly summaries are also counted); late posts within three (3) days of the due date will only be worth one (1) point; after three (3) days, they will not be counted.
Your posts should offer insight, critique or further discussion based on my initial thread or other students’ posts.  Good posts (“2” rating) will demonstrate critical thinking skills and reflect assigned readings. Weak posts (“0” or “1” rating) will be those short one or two-sentence responses, which do not offer much insight or contribute to further discussion. Also, I will ask you to post a weekly summary of what you learned after each week - this will also count towards your participation/posting requirement; responses to other students in any forum also count – interaction with others is encouraged. 
So, for each week of participation in Discussion Forums, you can receive up to six (6) points total (3 posts X 2 pts. = 6 pts. per week) and you will be only required to post for ten (10) weeks (so, 6 pts. per week X 10 weeks = 60 pts. total).  Be sure to track your points earned per week for ten weeks. The total points earned will be multiplied by 0.5 at the conclusion of the course to calculate your participation points; so, 30 pts. total possible. During the last week of class, you will be asked to calculate and give me your participation points so that I can confirm it with my calculations at the end of the course (warning: if your calculation is incorrect, I will deduct 1 point so make sure to double-check).
Film Review (10 pts.: 10%):  Write a 2-page film review (600 words) that describes and analyzes the religious message that is communicated through various themes, images, symbols, and/or rituals, using descriptive tools/methods learned in class (note: avoid choosing movies that deal with religious themes overtly, e.g. Last Temptation of Christ, Schlinder’s List, Dogma).  Try to choose a recent film.
Site Visitation Assignment (20 pts., 20%): Attend the worship service of a religious group other than your own and write a 4.5-page paper that describes and analyzes the site/ritual/performance that you have attended/visited. Guidelines will be posted in the “News Forum” in Moodle.
Exams: a midterm exam (20 pts, 20%), an open-book exam consisting of short-answer identifications and essay questions.; no final exam.
Research Paper (20 pts., 20%):  Select a religious group/issue (other than your own) that you have always wanted to know more about and write a 4 full pages, 12-point font, double-spaced) describing and analyzing the group/beliefs/rituals and its impact upon the surrounding community and beyond; you must include at least three(3) reliable/academic sources (APA format suggested). 
Extra Credit (Optional; up to 4 pts.):  Visit a local museum (LACMA, Getty Center, Norton Simon, etc.) and write an essay (2 full pages, 12 pt font, double-spaced) analyzing the religious motifs found in two (2) religious art pieces (paintings, sculptures, etc.) - must relate to course content in the essay. Note: you must attach the entrance ticket (or a photo of the ticket) to your paper as proof of attendance to receive full credit.  Due on or before the last day of class, not accepted after.
Participation
30

Film Review
10 

Site Visitation
20

Midterm

20

Research
20

Total =
             100 points

Grading (%): 94-100 A, 90-93 A-, 87-89 B+, 84-86 B, 80-83 B-, 77-79 C+, 74-76 C, 70-73 C-, 60-69 D, <60 F.

REQUIRED TEXTS: 
Livingston, James C.  Anatomy of the Sacred (Prentice Hall, earlier version OK)
Eliade, Mircea.  The Sacred and the Profane (Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1959)
Freud, Sigmund.  Future of an Illusion  (W.W.Norton, 1927)
RECOMMENDED:

Campbell, Joseph.  The Power of Myth (Anchor, 1988)

INTRODUCTION

WK1. Introduction – go over syllabus, class introductions. Livingston (L), 3-11. Write your definition of religion (1 paragraph).
RELIGION AND MEANING

WK2. Discussion on defining religion.  L 11-13.  Theories and methods of studying religion. L 24-32.  Religious Symbols.  L 73-83.  
WK3. Religion and Psychology: Freud’s psychoanalytic exploration of religion.  

Read Freud’s Future of an Illusion.
RELIGION AND EXPRESSION
WK4. Religious Language.  L 53-71.  Metaphors, Analogy, Parables, Myths.  Campbell, I-II.

WK5. Religion and Phenomenology.  Read Eliade’s The Sacred and the Profane.
FILM: Star Wars (suggested)
Deity: Polytheism, Dualism, Pantheism, Monism, and Monotheism.  L 191-218. Campbell, III-V.

RELIGION AND RITUAL

WK6. Ritual.  L 104-135.  Campbell, VI-VII.

Ethics.  L 288-324.  Campbell, VIII.

Theodicy: The Problem of Evil.  L 261-287.  

RELIGION AND SACRED TEXT

WK7. Scriptures, Canons, and Creeds.  Read L 124-157.   
RELIGION AND TRANSFORMATION

WK8. Soteriology: Ways of Salvation and Liberation. L 337-370. 

Conversion. The Conversion of Apostle Paul.  Read Acts 9 in the Bible.

FILM REVIEW DUE
RELIGION AND COMMUNITY

WK 9. Religious community.  L 136-151.

Eschatology: Goals of Salvation and Liberation.  L 371-402.  

FILM: Five Pillars of Islam (suggested)
WK10. MIDTERM EXAM
RELIGION AND POLITICS

WK11. Sociology of Religion.  Weber’s Protestantism and the Spirit of Capitalism (link provided in Moodle)

FILM: The Messenger: The Story of Joan of Arc (suggested)
WK12. SITE VISITATION ASSIGNMENT DUE

NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

WK13. Discussion on New Religious Movements. 

Case Study: Soka Gakkai.International 

WK14-15. RESEARCH PAPER DUE
EXTRA CREDIT DUE
