
 1 

JOUR 110: WRITING, REPORTING AND ETHICS I  
WEDNESDAY 4:00-6:45, SPRING 2014 (*MyCSUNtablet Class) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

Pre-requisite: A grade of “C” or better (not C-) in English 155 (or an equivalent course). Journalism majors must get “C” 
or better grade in this course in order to move on in the program. Journalism 110 is a core class for journalism majors. It 
teaches basic news gathering and writing skills. Main topics include interviewing, speech/meeting coverage, preparing 
news copy, and traditional- and electronic-information gathering as applied to news decision making. In addition, the 
course introduces ethics as part of developing news judgment and learning the values practiced by professional 
journalists. 
 
*This class is a MyCSUNtablet class and personal ownership of an iPad (running iOS 6) is mandatory and it must be 
brought to every class session, charged and ready to go beginning on our Sept. 13 class session.  Students are not 
allowed to share iPads during class or for class work. No other type of tablet is acceptable due to the fact that we need to 
be using the same apps as a class. The Matador bookstore has a variety of options for students, including payment 
plans. Ipad rentals are available in the CSUN Bookstore. More information can be found: 
http://www.csun.edu/it/mycsuntablet-students. 
 

INSTRUCTOR’S GOALS 
 

Welcome to my J110! I am excited to be your instructor this semester and I am confident that this class will be a 
rewarding experience for everyone.  Besides our class time, you will have to spend at least 3 hours a week for online 
quizzes, writing stories and covering the events or meetings.  Please adjust your work schedule or travel arrangement 
ahead of time, and be prepared to find enough time for those assignments. They are not extra activities, but they are 
mandatory requirement for this class. Exciting news for this semester is “MyCSUNtablet” initiative, in which everyone in 
my classroom will use iPads to learn and collaborate.  We will use iPad not only to learn about journalism, but also in 
many different ways to consume and produce news content.   
 
This class will help you understand what it means and what it takes to cover the news journalistically. Journalistic news 
reporting is an important skill in many different ways.  Politically, a self-governing democratic society cannot exist without 
citizens having timely access to truthful information. Professionally, the media industry managers put strong emphasis on 
timeless fundamentals of journalistic news reporting when they make hiring decisions, even as various technological 
advancements are dramatically altering journalism practices. Therefore, the ultimate goal of this class is to provide you 
with all of the key basic skills required of beginning journalists today.  
 

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Tae-hyun Kim 
OFFICE: Manzanita Hall 334 
OFFICE TEL: (818) 677-3238 
CELL: (818) 427-8875 
EMAIL: taehyun.kim@csun.edu or thk311@gmail.com 
Journalism Office: (818) 677-3135 
OFFICE HOURS: Mondays and Wednesdays: 10:00-12:00 and by 
appointment 
 
Class meets Wednesdays from 4 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. in MZ 211 
 

Special Note: It is to your advantage to utilize my office hours! If you are 
unavailable during my office hours, I encourage you to make an 
appointment to see me at other times. Please feel free to call my cell 

phone if you have an emergency. 

http://www.csun.edu/it/mycsuntablet-students
mailto:taehyun.kim@csun.edu
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 First, we will cover rules for quotation and attribution using the Associated Press Stylebook, which is the most 
widely adopted writing style manual among the professional journalists as well as public relations professionals.  
You will also learn the rules for abbreviation, punctuation, numbers, dates, and other fundamentals of proper 
copyediting.  

 Second, the class will cover the various information-gathering techniques, i.e. how to discover sources, how to 
ask right questions, how to cover meetings...etc.  Because always the best way to learn information-gathering 
skills is actually by doing it, you will be required to write four news stories that will involve interviewing people 
and attending public events. More details will be provided later in this syllabus. 

 Third, the class will conclude by examining journalism ethics.  By learning fundamentals of ethical standards of 
journalism, you will realize when your story violates one of the ethical standards, you are putting the public’s 
trust in the media in danger.  In all, you will learn why journalism ethics should function as a cornerstone of 
news judgment and reporting practices used by professional journalists. 

 Finally, there will be weekly current event quizzes (in-class, online) testing your knowledge of local, state, 
national and international affairs. Professional journalists consume the news omnivorously and consistently. By 
keeping up with current affairs, you will develop your “news instinct,” an ability to discover newsworthy angles 
from seemingly mundane ordinary events. Remember, great story ideas emerge when you “connect the dots” 
and find that missing piece of the puzzle. 

 
Thanks for your support! With your help, we will make our classroom an innovative and enriching environment for 
everyone.  

 
REQUIREMENTS 

 
 Tim Harrower, Inside Reporting: A Practical Guide to the Craft of Journalism. McGraw Hill (Electronic edition 

preferred) 

 Your device may be an iPad Mini, iPad 2 (though not recommended) or iPad with Retina Display, or any 
subsequent iPad model. The 32GB is recommended since we might be shooting and editing multimedia files. (If you 
are using an 16GB iPad, you might exceed memory capacity of the iPad and might need to occasionally transfer 
your multimedia files to your computer through iTunes sync). 

 Required Apps are listed in weekly schedule. Additional free apps may be required during the semester, per your 
professor. 

 Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual (Available online) 

 Online edition of The Los Angeles Daily News. Available free via Moodle 

 User name and password for your Moodle account 

 Email account that you will check at least twice a day 

 Access to MyCSUNBox (www.csun.edu/it/mycsunbox) 

 

ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 

Moodle will be used as a primary vehicle to distribute assignments and grades. Therefore, you should visit Moodle at 
least two times a day. The best way to get a good grade in this course is to invest significant time, effort and care on the 
assignments. The surest way to get a poor grade is to do the work at the last minute, turn the work in late (or not at all), 
ignore assignment guidelines, fall behind on reading and/or not be prepared for quizzes and discussion. 
 
Time Management: I want to warn you that it is very important for you to stay focused on my instructions and manage 
your time efficiently because this class will operate like a professional newsroom.  
 
Your grade for this class will be determined by your performance in the following assignments: Four news stories (40%), 
in-class writing assignments (20%), Current event/AP stylebook/textbook quizzes (20%), ethics paper (10%), 
Attendance/participation (10%). 
 
Writing Assignments  
The four out-of-classroom assignments will consist of: 1) Profile (minimum 750 words), 2) Public Speech (500 words), 3) 
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Government Meeting (500 words) and 4) Enterprise story (750 words). You are responsible for finding story ideas for 
those assignments and submitting the pitch to me. You can go ahead and start working on your stories only when you 
have my approval. In addition to those four stories, I will assign in-class writing assignments as real-life, newsworthy 
event occur on campus or off campus. For example, the class will walk down to Reseda Blvd. to interview store owners 
and customers, or walk over to USU Grand Salon to cover CSUN Associated Student meetings. *For all of those stories, 
you must include your original raw reporting notes.  These notes include all information used in stories, plus sources’ 
names and contact information, phone numbers and/or email addresses, etc.  Stories will not be accepted unless the 
sources’ first and last name, age, major, and contact information are attached. You are not allowed to use students, staff 
or faculty member of journalism department as a source for your story assignments. 
 
Feedback Meetings: Starting Week 12, each student will be required to visit my office and receive a personal critique of 
the story assignments. A sign-up sheet will be distributed in the class ensure that everyone gets the feedback. 
 

 Pitch First Draft Final Draft 

Profile Story (750 words) 1/29 2/12 2/19 

Meeting Story (500 words) 2/26 3/5 3/12 

Speech Story (500 words) 2/26 3/12 3/19 

Issue Story (750 words) 3/5 3/26 4/2 

 
 
You will get extra credit for publishing your stories in Daily Sundial.  However, the editor, not the instructor, will decide 
whether your story is publishable or not. 
 
If you miss the deadline, your grade will automatically be dropped 1 point (out of 10). The decrease in the assignment 
grade will continue for each day it is late. For instance, if your story would have received a 9, it will drop to an 8. Missing 
assignments will receive a “0.” In no instance, will an assignment be accepted more than a week late.   
 
Rewriting Assignments: You may rewrite a homework assignment that received a “6” or “5,” to achieve a higher grade. 
Such rewrites must be completed by the next class following the week graded stories are returned. In no instance will the 
new grade be higher than a “7.”  
 
IN-CLASS IPAD MOBILE-COLLABORATION ASSIGNMENTS 
Each week, you will be using your iPad in class for mobile journalism assignments on campus and other assignments in 
the classroom.  If you forget your iPad or it isn’t charged up, then you will lose the points for that assignment because 
you won’t be able to complete it during class. 
 
Current Event Quizzes (On Moodle, In-class only) 
At least 10 current event news quizzes will be given.  Each will consist of five open-ended, short-definition questions. All 
quiz questions will come from the front page of The Los Angeles Daily News.  Current event quizzes CANNOT be made-
up (regardless of whether the student has an excused or unexcused absence) and CANNOT be taken outside of the 
classroom.  Students arriving late to class after the quiz has been handed out will not be permitted to take the quiz. 
 
Textbook Quizzes (On Moodle, In-class only) 
At least 5 quizzes on the assigned textbook chapters will be given. 
 
AP Stylebook Quizzes (On Moodle, Outside-class) 
One comprehensive AP Stylebook quiz will be given during the semester. The AP quiz is not in-class quiz and can be 
taken outside of the classroom via Moodle. 
 
MIDTERM/FINAL EXAMS 
There will be no midterm exam. However, there will be in-class news writing test on final exam day. 
 
ETHICS PAPER 
You will write an analysis of movie “Shattered Glass.” This paper is due at the end of the semester and more detailed 
instructions will be provided later in class. 
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PARTICIPATION/ATTENDANCE 
Absence, tardiness, and lack of participation will negatively influence not only your participation points but also your 
overall class performance. A lot of information will be covered and discussed in class. A lot of one-on-one guidance will 
be given during the class time. You will not be able to make up for those dynamic learning opportunities if you don’t 
attend or actively participate in class.  

 
Overall Grading Scheme 

Current Event Quizzes 20% 

AP Style Quizzes 

Textbook Quizzes 

  

Journalism Ethics Paper 10% 

Attendance/Participation  10% 

Four News Stories 40% 

In-Class Writing/Mobile-Collaboration Assignments/Final Writing 20% 

 100% 

 
 
Your final grade for this class will be calculated according to the following grading scale: 
 

Grading Scale: 
A B C D F 

100 – 94 = A 89 – 87  = B+ 79 – 77  = C+ 69 – 67  = D+ 59 or < = F 

93 – 90  = A- 86 – 83  = B 76 – 73  = C 66 – 63  = D   

  82 – 80  = B- 72 – 70  = C- 62 – 60  = D-   

 
 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
 
IMPORTANT! The Journalism Department is committed to the highest standards of academic excellence and 

integrity. Plagiarism and other forms of cheating will not be tolerated.  Anyone caught cheating will receive a failing grade 
in the class and will be reported to the University to the Dean of Students for possible further disciplinary action.  
 

The work you turn in must be a result of your own research and writing.  Do not “lift” second-hand sources, 
such as quotes and statements already published in a newspaper, press release, magazine, or website. You must 
contact your source by yourself and get your own information. Do not use facts, quotes, or statements if you cannot 
produce proof of their authenticity. 
 

This also means that you must properly attribute any information you acquired from the Internet.  Passing this 
information off as your own is a violation of CSUN’s plagiarism policy, and carries the penalties outlined above. For a 
further explanation of the behavior defined as cheating, and a more detailed discussion of disciplinary procedures, 
consult the 2012-2014 CSUN Catalog. 

 

CLASSROOM CONDUCT 
 
 You are not allowed to surf the Web when I lecture. 

 Completely turn off your cell phone…do not send or receive text messages in classroom! 

 If you come to class late, you are responsible for getting your name checked on the class roll before you leave the 
classroom; failure to do so will result in an absence.  

 A lot of material will be covered in class. You are expected to get any notes or assignments you missed from your 
classmates.  Do not expect me to explain what was missed during a three-hour class. 

 Current event quizzes CANNOT be made-up (regardless the student has an excused or unexcused absence).  
Students arriving late to class after the quiz has been handed out will not be permitted to take the quiz. 
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DEADLINES 
 

While I am aware that university life demands that you juggle many competing priorities, I know that deadlines 
are extremely important in journalism are critical for this class. Publications and editors depend on reporters to complete 
assignments on time. Your success in this class will depend on timely work.  
 

Make-up assignments and exams (not quizzes) will ONLY be given if the student meets the university’s 
excused absence policy.  I will consider other excuses if the student notifies me within 24 hours of the missed class via 
phone or email. Do not ask for after-the-fact exceptions. Again, if a student fails to notify me within 24 hours of missing 
class, the late assignment will not be considered for acceptance at all.  

 
EQUITY AND DIVERSITY 

 
Students in this course are strongly encouraged to broaden their journalistic experiences, with the instructor's 

help, by including in their work people and subjects such as ethnic, racial and religious minorities; the elderly, disabled 
and poor; gay men and lesbians; and other similar groups. The intent is to ensure that student work reflects the diversity 
of the community. Also, this is meant to ensure that you understand the social responsibilities of journalist in a pluralistic 
democratic society. 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

"It is the policy of the CSU to make information technology resources and services accessible to all CSU students, 
faculty, staff and the general public regardless of disability." 
 
The California State University System is undertaking coordinated effort to bring the CSU into compliance with federal 
and state laws pertaining to the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Under Section 508, agencies must give disabled 
employees and members of the public access to information that is comparable to the access available to others. 
 
This syllabus is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact me if you have disabilities.  Students with 
disabilities are responsible for making their needs known to the instructor, and seeking available assistance, in a timely 
manner. Contact Center of Disabilities at (818) 677-2684 (www.csun.edu/cod) 

 

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Journalism Program Mission: 
The Department of Journalism strives to prepare its students to become well-educated, principled citizens who are 
capable of initiating careers as skilled journalists, public relations practitioners and other related communication 
professionals. 

 
 

1. Students will be able to write for a diverse audience, using proper grammar and punctuation, word usage and 
spelling, sentence and storytelling structures across multiple journalistic formats. 

2. Students will be able to gather and analyze information, including basic numerical 
concepts, using journalistic storytelling techniques, such as interviewing, observation, and researching primary 
and secondary sources. 

3. Students will be able to think critically, creatively and independently. 
4. Students will demonstrate an understanding of professional ethical principles and work ethically in pursuit of 

truth, accuracy, fairness, and diversity. 
5. Students will apply tools and technologies appropriate for the news media professions in which they work to 

communicate for and with diverse publics. 
6. Students will be able to understand and apply the historical, theoretical, legal and societal contexts for 

producing and consuming news media for consumers, for local to global publics. 

http://www.csun.edu/cod
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STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR J110 
 

1. Begin to master the skills of good journalists: Be smart, quick, courteous, curious, pleasant, honest and 
courageous; 

2. Start to foster curiosity and observation skills 
3. Develop deadline writing and information-gathering techniques 
4. Master the concept of writing leads 
5. Explore how to organize information in a reader-friendly format and to write stories for a mass audience 
6. Learn the essential elements of how to cover a speech, conduct a news interview and cover a public agency 

meeting 
7. Begin to develop discipline in writing/reporting with accuracy, clarity, style, objectivity and sensitivity 
8. Be introduced to critical thinking skills with an emphasis on reading and understanding the news 
9. Explore the importance of a free press as well as the various ethics codes and canons that guide the 

profession 
10. Pay attention to current events. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

This syllabus outlines the conditions and requirements of the class.  Acknowledgement of it implies an 
agreement to abide by the standards set forth within.  It is up to all students to familiarize themselves with the course 
syllabus and to refer to it regarding class procedures.  Course outlines are subject to change.  Written assignments and 
homework will be announced weekly. Assignments will be added, subtracted or altered depending on class progress, 
video availability, guest speaker’s schedules and any unforeseen circumstances. 

 

J110 Spring 2014 Timeline 
*Subject to change as real-life journalistic learning opportunities emerge. See J110 in Moodle for full list of activities, links, resources 

and assignments. 

Week Date Topic/Harrower Reading iPad Activities Profile 
Story 

Meeting  
Story 

Speech 
Story 

Issue 
Story 

1 1/22 Introduction: What is journalistic news writing? The 
Story of Journalism Ch. 1 

Assignment: Autobiography 

NearPod 
Presentation 

    

2 1/29 What is News? (p.19)/Five Ws and One H (p.38-39) 
Ch. 3 

*iPad Intro and Survey (Socrative) 

Socrative quiz Pitch    

3 2/5 Curiosity and Observation (Using sensory devices 
to create story ideas) 

AudioNote, 
WavePad 

    

4 2/12 Leads, Nut Graphs and Inverted Pyramid (p.40) 
Ch.3 

 

Socrative group 
edit 

First 
Draft 

   

5 2/19 Interviewing Skills (p. 78) Ch.4/ Writing Profile 
(p.120-125) 

 
*In-class feedback/editing session with the 

instructor 

AudioNote, 
WavePad 

Final 
Draft 
Due 

Pitch Pitch  

6 2/26 Quotation and Attribution (p. 82) Ch. 4/ AP Style 
Summary (p.56-57)/ 

 

Socrative quiz 
and group edit, 
Acrobat Reader 

    

7 3/5 Covering Speeches (p. 106), News Conferences 
and Meetings (p.108) Ch. 8/ / AS Meetings 

 

AudioNote, 
WavePad 

Twitter 

 First Draft  Pitch 

8 3/12 Covering Speeches, News Conferences and 
Meetings 

*In-class feedback/editing session with the 

Storify 
Presentation 

 Final 
Draft Due 

First 
Draft 
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instructor 

9 3/19 Online Reporting (p.160) Ch. 8, Using Social 
Media: Twitter & Blogging (p. 162-164) Ch. 8 

 
*In-class feedback/editing session with the 

instructor 

AudioNote, 
WavePad 

  Final 
Draft 
Due 

 

10 3/26 Field Trip to CSUN PD / Mobile Reporting 
 

AudioNote, 
Photo Apps 

   First 
Draft 

11 4/2 Broadcast, PR Writing 
*In-class feedback/editing session with the 

instructor 

    Final 
Draft 
Due 

12 4/9 Spring Break 
 
 

     

13 4/16 Podcasting AudioNote, 
WavePad 

    

14 4/23 Journalism Ethics (p. 150) Ch. 7 
 

     

15 4/30 Journalism Ethics (p. 150) Ch. 7      

16 5/7 Review      

17 5/14 Final News Writing Test/Ethics Paper Due 
 

     

 


