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Course Description: This course examines religion as a world-wide phenomenon of human culture and experience. We will focus myth and ritual, the sacred and profane, dreams and theophanies. We will examine five authors in this course, discover their religious encounter with our modern world and its challenges.  Each provides a window into the challenges of the twentieth first century such as fundamentalism, violence and non-violence, climate change, personal and world transformation, religious pluralism, personal and social transformation, and the emergence of post-modern hybrid spiritualities and the phenomena of non-institutionally spirituality. 

Religious Studies Student Learning Objectives:

1. Students will be able to recognize and to articulate (orally and in writing) the difference between an academic approach to religion and a personal, devotional approach. 

2. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in recognizing the major contributors to the modern study of religion and their models/theories from philosophy, theology, the history of religions, and the social sciences.  

3. Students will be able to understand the following terms in their conventional, popular usage, and then discuss the variety of ways that religious studies scholars have critiqued, expanded, or problematized these: religion, religious, myth, ritual, symbol, philosophy, subjectivity, objectivity, secular/secularization, cult, sect, mysticism, theism, atheism, polytheism, monotheism, spirituality, magic, paganism, animism, canon, religious violence, post-colonialism, individualistic compared to community-based religions.

4. Students will be able to explain and give basic examples of the social function of religion with regard to gender, ethnicity, and nationality.

5. Students will be able to recognize religiosity in an aspect of modern culture such as different forms of media, art, music, films, politics, sports, and the public discourse on science. 

6. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in describing several specific religious traditions, including their historical development, major beliefs and practices, and demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in interpreting religious texts and rituals from each religious tradition.

Goal: Students will understand the rich history and diversity of human knowledge, discourse and achievements of their own and other cultures as they are expressed in the arts, literatures, religions, and philosophy.

General Education Student Learning Objectives, Arts and Humanities:

1. Students will explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and expression in one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures.

2. Students will analyze, interpret, and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities; 

3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a demonstrated understanding and fluency of expressive forms; 

4. Students will demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative development within the arts and humanities; 

5. Students will be able to use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, literature, philosophy, or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged; 

6. Students will learn to describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged.

Requirements:

My expectations is that all weekly readings for the course are prepared for class.  You should be prepared to discuss the weekly assignment and bring your text to class. 
No texting in class or surfing the internet or answering emails during class. 

Unless an agreement has been made with Instructor previous to the due date, NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED, and will always receive a grade of “F.

Grading:
3 Short Essays (3-5 pages) 15% each, Cumulative percentage of the papers. 45%


Attendance and participation 10%


Final Course Paper (9-10 Pages) 45%
Required Texts:

You may purchase books through the bookstore, or buy used books at discount prices at Amazon.com) or purchase an electronic kindle book. Kindle apps are free for download to mobile devices and computers. 

Karen Armstrong, Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life, Alfred A. Knopf, 2011. Kindle format)
Timothy K. Beal, Religion and its Monsters, Routledge, 2002. (No kindle format)

Thich Nhat Hahn, Living Buddha, Living Christ 10th Anniversary Edition (Riverhead Trade, 2007).   (kindle format)
Diarmuid O’Murchu,. Christianity’s Dangerous Memory: Rediscovery of the Revolutionary Jesus, Crossroad, 2011. (No kindle book)
Evelyn Tucker & John Grim (ed) Thomas Berry: Selected Writings on the Earth Community, Orbis Books, 2016. (kindle format)
Plus other articles online. 
Weekly Assignment:
January 23  Introduction 
Tucker & Grim, Introduction and Chapter 1
Google and Find Out about Thomas Berry

January 30

Tucker & Grim, Chapters 2-4
Google: Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology

February 6  New Story of the Universe. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS5byHRScVY
Tucker & Grim, Chapters 5-7
February 13

Tucker & Grim, Chapters 8-10
February 20
Finish Tucker & Grim
February 22 Paper 1 Due:  Using Thomas, what elements are necessary to change your relationship and transform your cultural relationship to the Earth. What elements of spirituality can be harnessed to motivate humanity for such a dramatic change to lessen the impact of climate change? (3-5 pages) 

February 27 
Beal, Introduction to Chapter 5
March 6
Beal, Chapter 6- Chapter 8
March 13

Beal, Chapter 9-Conclusion 
March 20-26  Spring Recess

March 27

O’Murchu, Introduction & Chapters 1-3
Google and find out about Diarmuid O’Murchu
O’Murchu  Chapters 4-8
A Conversation with Diarmuid O’Murchu, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cd9c_vil7kw
March 29th   Paper 2 due:  Explain the dangerous memories of Jesus, how it challenges religious literalism and fundamentalism, his challenge to cultural status quo, challenge to exclusive ideologies of empire and wealth with radical inclusivity and justice. How is this pertinent to our own social situation?  

(3-5 pages) email to: robertgoss@csun.edu 

April 3

Armstrong, Preface and Steps 1-3
Google and find out information on Karen Armstrong

Let’s revive the Golden Rule, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhHJ4DRZNZM
Or Empathy and Compassion, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Fut24y48PU 

April 17

Armstrong Steps 4-8

Google: Charter of Compassion
Insight for Change: Charter of Compassion  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HttLdVug8XU
April 24
Armstrong Steps 9- Last Word
May 1st Final Thoughts on the course readings
May  9 (last class Thursday May 11)

Final Paper Due May 12th 

Final Paper:  The Dalai Lama says, “Compassion is the radicalism of our time.”  Using Karen Armstrong, how can compassion provide a rhetoric and movement for personal and social transformation.  Use specifics from this book and all other books covered this semester to support your argument. (3-5 pages)

