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BLAW 481: REAL ESTATE LAW 
Spring 2014 Syllabus 
 
Professor:   Hilary Goldberg, Esq.  
   Hilary.Goldberg@csun.edu 

Type “BLAW 481” in subject line, write professionally, and 
permit 24 hours response time 

Class:   Fridays 9:00 to 11:45 a.m. 
Classroom:  JH1121 
Office:  JH3243  
Offices Hours:  Mon. & Wed. 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Fri. 12:00- 1:00 p.m.   
 
Text:     
Real Estate Law, Marianne M. Jennings, 9th ed., (2011).  Hard copies are available 
for purchase at the bookstore; electronic copies are available through the Business 
Law Department’s textbook affordability initiative.  You may also purchase 
electronic copies of each chapter “e-chapters” through the publisher, Cengage.  
Instructions can be found in the Business Law Department under Student 
Resources.  You must bring the text (in hard copy form or electronic form) to each 
class. 
 
Throughout the semester you will be assigned additional readings from various 
sources, including recent court decisions concerning relevant topics and standard 
real estate forms.  
 
Course Overview:  
This course provides an overview of real estate law, including the acquisition of 
real property and the rights of ownership and tenancy. Topics covered in the 
course include landlord and tenant relationships, property ownership and rights, 
easements, contract requirements, the role of brokers, eminent domain, real estate 
financing and adverse possession. Students will prepare written briefs, analyze 
problems, and conduct research. The course is taught through both lecture and 
class discussion.   
 
Guidelines For Success:  
1.   Participate! Be prepared for classroom discussion. 
2.   Read the assigned text before class and brief all assigned cases using IRAC, as 
discussed below.  
3.   Summarize your notes, focusing on the rules of law, as soon as you can after 
the lecture and add anything from the text that may enhance your understanding.   
4.   If you have trouble remembering basic concepts and ideas make flashcards.   
5.   Ask questions in class, in my office, and by email.    
6.   Form study groups. 
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7.   Read books.  This will help you to become a better writer, which is critical to 
your success in this class and beyond. 
 
Active Learning & Classroom Policies 
Weekly Reading:  Reading assignments are listed below on a weekly basis. 
Always be one full assignment ahead. If, for instance, we begin but do not finish 
an assignment, prepare the next full assignment for the next class. Assignments 
include reading from the text. In addition, there are cases, case problems and 
questions which must be briefed in writing. A “case” is a court case which is 
contained in the text. A “case problem” or “chapter problem” is an end-of-chapter 
question, which, again, must be briefed. These case problems are also actual court 
cases, but do not include the court's decisions - that will be your job to analyze. If 
you have questions about the assigned material, please ask. 
 
Absences:  If you do miss class, you are responsible for the material covered on 
that day and should find out what you missed from another student, and not by 
emailing the Professor.  Exchange numbers with another student in class for this 
purpose.  Note: if you are very ill and contagious, please do not come to class.  
Contact me in advance and we will find a solution so your illness does not count 
against your Active Learning/Participation grade.   
 
Cell Phones:  The use of cell phones is not permitted in class.  Any student using a 
cell phone during class (to chat, surf or text) will earn a one-point grade reduction, 
and may be asked to leave. 
 
Contacting Your Professor:  You may contact me via email. Please maintain a 
professional tone and allow 24 hours for a response.  Please be sure to indicate 
what class you are in and sign your email.   
 
Exams and Grading: 
Grading is based on a combination of evaluation of written assignments, class  
participation, mid-term exams and final exam. The grade allocation is as follows:  
  
 A. Active Learning – 10% of course grade – at the end of the semester, I 
will assign a numeric grade for active learning for the semester. This will have a 
10% impact on your grade. Your semester grade is affected by whether you have 
turned in required chapter problems (which will be assigned as the semester 
progresses and which receive credit/no credit scores) as well as whether you have 
been prepared when called on for discussion and case briefs – and for general 
voluntary class participation. Failure to turn in a required chapter problem will 
result in a one-point grade reduction. Your class participation grade is also 
affected by class attendance; students who miss significant class time will be 
marked lower for class participation.  
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This class will be taught utilizing the Socratic method- be prepared to be called 
upon at random.  If you are called upon and unprepared or absent, your active 
learning grade will be reduced by one point.  Weekly preparation will help you 
gain a deeper understanding of the subject matter and will leave you well prepared 
for the mid-term and final exams.  
 
In-class exercises will include simulated negotiations and in-class case studies.   
These in-class exercises provide an opportunity for “real world” application of the 
principles covered in class, enhancing your abilities to analyze issues and 
communicate effectively. 
 
 C. Mid-term exams – each worth 25% of course grade.  The mid-terms will 
be given in class at the time and date listed below. Midterms will not be 
cumulative.  Make-up exams will be permitted only with advance notice and 
good-cause shown.   
  
 D. Final exam – 40% of course grade.  The final exam will be given at the 
time and date listed in the schedule of classes.   The final exam will be cumulative.  
Make-up exams will be permitted only with advance notice and good-cause 
shown.   
 
 Mid-terms and the Final will be composed of:  

(i) one or more essay questions, some “short” and some “long,” 
which will require you to analyze facts, identify legal issues and 
apply the law determining the outcome of hypothetical cases; 

(ii) multiple-choice, true-false, and/or fill-in-the-blank questions, 
frequently focusing on key terms and basic principles.      
 

The grade reached after averaging the exams will be the minimum grade you can 
receive in the course. At the professor's sole discretion, your course grade may be 
raised based on classroom participation and improvement. One way to increase 
participation is to bring news articles or find recent cases related to topics studied 
in the class.  Plus/minus grading is used. 
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Grading System (taken from "Regulations", CSUN catalog) 
 
GRADE                         DEFINITION                             GRADE POINTS 
A                                    Outstanding                                 4.0 
A-                                                                                       3.7 
B+                                                                                       3.3 
B                                    Very Good                                   3.0 
B-                                                                                        2.7 
C+                                                                                       2.3 
C                                    Average                                       2.0 
C-                                                                                       1.7 
D+                                                                                       1.3 
D                                    Barely Passing                             1.0 
D-                                                                                                0.7 
F                                     Failure                                                    0 
 
 
Schedule of Classes 
The following chart outlines the Class/Date, Topics and Work to be done in 
time for that class. The applicable “Work” is to be completed PRIOR to the 
start of that day’s class. This syllabus is subject to change during the semester 
and further assignments may will be assigned and/or distributed in class. 
 
Class/Date Topic Work Due 
Week 1 
January 24 
 

Course Introduction 
& Expectations, 
IRAC Review, 
 
Sources of Real 
Estate Law 
 

Read: Chapter 1 
Brief:  
(1)  Solow v. Wellner  
(2)  Poyck v. Bryant  
(See attached IRAC Guide for 
format.) 
 
Answer:  
Problems 1-5 on pg. 14  
 

Week 2 
January 31 
 

Land Interests- 
Present & Future 

Read: Chapter 2   
Brief:   
(1) AKG Real Estate, LLC v. 
Kosterman 
(2) Texaco Refining and 
Marketing, Inc. v. Samowitz 
 
Answer: 
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Consider 2.1 (pg. 23) 
Consider 2.2 (pg. 23) 
Consider 2.4 (pg. 27) 
Consider 2.6 (pg. 29)  
 

Week 3 
February 7 

Extent of Real 
Estate Interests,  
Landowner Rights 
& Duties 
 

Read: Chapter 3   
Brief:   
(1) United States v. Causby; 
(2) Fontainebleau Hotel Corp. v. 
Forty-Five Twenty-Five, Inc. 
(3) Winchell v. Guy 
 
Answer: 
Consider 3.7 (pg. 63) 
Chapter 3 Problem 2 
Chapter 3 Problem 7 
 

Week 4 
February 14 
 

Nonpossessory 
Interests 
(Easements, 
Licenses), 
Fixtures 
 

Read: Chapters 4 (skip 87-89) 
& 5 (skip 103-109) 
Brief:  
(1) Thomas v. Madsen 
(2) Garfink v. Cloisters at 
Charles, Inc. 
(3) Kohn v. Darlington 
Community School District 
 
Answer:  
Consider 5.4 (pg. 101) 
Chapter 4 Problem 1 
Chapter 4 Problem 10 
Chapter 5 Problem 1 
Chapter 5 Problem 4 
 

Week 5 
February 21 
 

Liens 
Describing Interests 
in Land 
 

Read: Chapters 6 & 7 
Brief: 
(1) Buchanan v. Overley 
(2)DLF Trucking, Inc. v. Bach 
(3)Wadsworth v. Moe 
(4)Withington v. Derrick 
 
Answer:  
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Consider 6.2 (pg. 121) 
Chapter 6 Problem 2 
Chapter 6 Problem 8 
Consider 7.2 (pg. 140) 
Chapter 7 Problem 5 
 

Week 6 
February 28 

Midterm 1 Midterm 1 

Week 7 
March 7 

Co-ownership  
 
Introduction to 
Landlord-Tenant 
Relationship 
(Sample Residential 
Lease Agreement to 
be distributed and 
reviewed prior to 
class) 

Read: Chapters 8 (skip 169-
175) & 9 
Brief: 
(1) In Re Estate of Quick 
(2) Diosdado v. Diosdado 
(3) Bender v. Green  
(4) Yu Fang Tan v. Arnel 
Management Co. 
 
Answer: 
Consider 8.3 (pg. 161)  
Chapter 8 Problem 2  
Consider 9.4 (pg. 188) 
Chapter 9 Problem 1 
Chapter 9 Problem 2 
 

Week 8 
March 14 

Landlord-Tenant 
Relationship 
Continued 
 
Commercial Leases  
 
(Sample 
Commercial Lease 
Agreement to be 
distributed and 
reviewed prior to 
class.) 
 

Read: Chapter 10 
Brief: 
(Be prepared to continue 
discussion re Residential Leases 
from Class 5) 
(1)Bijan Designer For Men, Inc. 
v. St. Regis Sheraton 
Corporation 
(2)Circle K Corporation v. 
Collins 
 
Answer: 
Consider 10.7 (pg 231) 
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Chapter 10 Problem 1  
Chapter 10 Problem 7 
Chapter 10 Problem 8 
 

Week 9 
March 21 

Real Estate 
Communities,  
Real Estate Agents 
& Brokers 
 
 
 

Read: Chapters 11 & 12 
Brief: 
(1) LaSalle National Trust, N.A. 
(Carma McClure) v. Board of 
Directors of the 1100 Lake Shore 
Drive Condominium 
(2)Warren v. Merrill 
(3)Capiccioni v. Brennan 
Naperville, Inc. 
(4) Fuller v. Croston 
 
Answer: 
Ethical Issue (pg. 249) 
Consider 11.3 (pg 271) 
Chapter 11 Problem 7 
Chapter 11 Problem 8 
Ethical Issue (pg. 279) 
Chapter 12 Problem 4 
Chapter 12 Problem 6 
 

Week 10 
March 28 
 

Real Estate 
Acquisition 
 
And 
 
Transfer 
(Sample Purchase 
Agreement to be 
distributed and 
reviewed prior to 
class.) 

Read: Chapter 13 (skip 337 at 
“Financing” to 341 
“Penalties”) and Chapter 14 
 
Brief: 
(1) S. Development Co. Pima 
Capital Management Co. 
(2)Reed v. King* 
(3) Williams v. Estate of 
Williams 
 
Answer: 
Consider 13.1 (pg. 322) 
Consider 13.15 (pg. 355)  
Consider 13.16 (pg. 357) 
Chapter 13 Problem 1 
Chapter 13 Problem 3 
Chapter 13 Problem 6 
Ethical Issue (pg. 416)  
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Chapter 14 Problem 2 
Chapter 14 Problem 4 
 

Week 11,  
April 4 
 

Midterm 2 Midterm 2 
 

Week 12 
April 11 
NO CLASS- SPRING 
BREAK 

SPRING BREAK NO CLASS 

Week 13 
April 18 
 

Closing a Real 
Estate Transaction 
 

Read: Chapter 16  
Brief:  
(1) Allan v. Martin 
(2) Regal Realty Services, LLC v. 
2590 Frisby, LLC 
(3) Baker v. Stewart Title & 
Trust of Phoenix, Inc. 
 
Answer: 
Chapter 16 Problem 1 
Chapter 16 Problem 3 
 

Week 14 
April 25 

Zoning and Land 
Use 
 
In-Class Activity- 
Analysis and 
Application of 
Zoning Law to 
Proposed 
Developments – To 
Be Distributed in 
Class  

Read: Chapter 18 
Brief:  
(1) Hold Fast Tattoo, LLC v. 
City of North Chicago 
(2) City of Edmonds v. Oxford 
House, Inc. 
(3) In Re Hale Mountain Fish 
and Game Club, Inc. 
 
Answer: 
Consider 18.1 (pg. 515) 
Consider 18.3 (pg. 524) 
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Chapter 18 Problem 3 
Chapter 18 Problem 5 
 

Week 15 
May 2 

Environmental Law Read: Chapter 20 
Brief:  
(1) Burlington Northern 
Railway/Shell Oil Co. v. U.S. 
 
Answer: 
Chapter 20 Problem 1 
Chapter 20 Problem 4 
Consider 20.5 (584) 
Consider 20.6 (585) 
 

Week 16 
May 9 

Legal Issues in Land 
and Economic 
Development 
 
Final Exam Review 

Read: Chapter 21 
Brief:  
(1) Dugan & Meyers Constr. Co. 
v. Ohio Dept. of Adm. Servs. 
 
Answer: 
Ethical Issue (pg. 600) 
Chapter 21 Problem 1 
Chapter 21 Problem 7 
 

Briefing Cases 
To brief cases, case problems and questions, use the following "IRAC" format: 
 
             Issue:   What question must be answered in order to reach a conclusion 
in the case? This should be a legal question which, when answered, gives a 
result in the particular case. Make it specific (e.g. "Has there been a false 
imprisonment if the plaintiff was asleep at the time of 'confinement'?") rather 
than general (e.g. "Will the plaintiff be successful?") You may make it 
referable to the specific case being briefed (e.g. "Did Miller owe a duty of care 
to Osco, Inc.?") or which can apply to all cases which present a similar 
question, (e.g. "Is a duty owed whenever there is an employment 
relationship?") Most cases present one issue. If there is more than one issue, 
list all, and give rules for all issues raised. 
 
             Rule: The rule is the law which applies to the issue. It should be stated 
as a general principal, (e.g. A duty of care is owed whenever the defendant 
should anticipate that her conduct could create a risk of harm to the plaintiff.) 
not a conclusion to the particular case being briefed, (e.g. "The plaintiff was 
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negligent.") 
 
             Application: The application is a discussion of how the rule applies to 
the facts of a particular case. While the issue and rule are normally only one 
sentence each, the application is normally paragraphs long. It should be 
written debate - not simply a statement of the conclusion. Whenever possible, 
present both sides of any issue. Do not begin with your conclusion. The 
application shows how you are able to reason on paper and is the most 
difficult (and, on exams, the most important) skill you will learn. 
 
             Conclusion: What was the result of the case? 
 
With cases, the text gives you a background of the facts along with the judge's 
reasoning and conclusion. When you brief cases, you are basically 
summarizing the judge's opinion. With case problems, the editors have given 
you a summary of the facts of an actual case, but have not given you the 
judge's opinion. Your job is to act as the judge in reasoning your way to a 
ruling, again using the IRAC format. While most of these case problems are 
followed by a question, ignore the question and instead brief the problem.  
 
Most briefs are one page long. They must be brought to class on the day they 
are to be discussed. They will be collected at random.  Once an assignment 
has been discussed, you no longer need to bring it to class. Briefs may be 
either handwritten or typed.   
 
General Instructions on Taking Exams 
Answer each question fully, clearly, and in the order given. Mere conclusions 
receive no credit. You should: 

• Discuss the issue. 
• Define and discuss any principles of law, legal theories, etc., relevant to 

the question. 
• Fully apply the given facts to the legal principles on which you rely. Do 

not ignore any facts, even if they do not support your conclusions. Do 
not assume that I know that you know something - tell me in your 
exam what you know, defining every legal term used.  

• The actual conclusions you reach could be the least important part of 
your answer - but you must base your conclusions on complete and 
intelligent applications of the facts to the legal principles involved. 

• If further facts could affect the outcome of the problem, state with 
particularity what they are, and how they could affect the outcome. 

• You may either use the "IRAC" format or write in straight paragraph 
form. Either way, you need to cover the same information: the issues 
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involved, the applicable legal rules, and an application of the law to the 
facts to reach your outcome. Discuss all issues - some questions have 
more than one issue. 

• If you need scratch paper to make notes, use your exam itself. Although 
you must turn it in, it will not be graded. You may also designate a page 
of your bluebook as "notes" and it will not be graded.  

 
Caution: 

• Use non-eraseable dark blue or black ink for your essays. Do not use 
white-out or tear pages out of your blue book. 

• Bring one large bluebook and one 882 scantron to the midterms and 
final. Do not write your name on the bluebook - they will be exchanged 
in class. When you get the bluebook in class that you will use for your 
exam, write your name on the inside back cover of the bluebook. Do 
not write your name on the front cover of the bluebook. The purpose of 
this requirement is to ensure blind grading. Write on every line of the 
blue book. Write on only one side of each page; however you may use 
the facing page to insert information. Write your name on the exam 
itself. When you complete the exam. place the exam and scantron 
inside your bluebook and turn in the whole as a package. Failure to 
follow all of these directions will cause a 0.1 reduction in your exam 
grade. Failure to return the exam itself will result in a grade of "F" for the 
exam and may be referred to the Dean's office for further proceedings 

• All exams are closed book. You may bring one handwritten 8 ½ by 11 
sheet of paper in of your own notes that you personally have prepared- 
one side only.  Make sure that all study materials are completely out of 
sight. Make sure that all books, notes, bookbags, and purses are placed 
in front of the class at the start of the exam. There is a presumption of 
cheating if any study materials are within view during exams. Note: all 
cases of cheating result in a grade of "F" for the course and are referred 
to the Dean's office for further action. 

 
Legal Advice   
Faculty members may not provide legal advice or legal services to students.  If 
you need legal advice or information regarding the law, resources can be 
found on the Department of Business Law web page at 
http://www.csun.edu/blaw/student-resources. 
 
 


