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1. This document

This is your syllabus for the class. A syllabus is an outline of a course that describes what to expect and what you need to do to pass. It is also a contract. By coming to class, you are agreeing to the terms and conditions of this contract. You cannot pass this course unless you read and consult this document regularly. It is subject to minor changes as we progress (e.g., topics, readings), but you will be notified of any changes in advance. Before you ask me a question, consult this document to ensure it has not been answered. 
2. Brief course description

This course fulfills CSUN requirements for RS 367 ‘Cognitive Approaches to the Study of Religion’. 

This course examines a cognitive approach to understanding religious phenomena, known as The Cognitive Science of Religion (CSR).
The course is divided up into four main sections: 

1. Background: the history and foundations of CSR.

2. Methods:  common methods employed in CSR to study religion.

3. Topics and evaluation of CSR: some religious ideas and behaviors that have been the focus of CSR research.

No required Textbook:
There is no required textbook for this course. 
All readings will be posted on Moodle. There are books available for consultation in the library.  You should consult with these for assignments. Please refer to the reading list, here: 
http://suncat.csun.edu/search~S9?/pwhite+/pwhite/1%2C2%2C4%2CB/frameset&FF=pwhite+c&1%2C%2C3
3. Student Learning Objectives (SLOs)

Below is a list of the aims and objectives of this course that have been determined by the University (General Education requirements), College, Department and myself. 
What can you expect to learn in this course?
A. Religious Studies Student Learning Objectives:
1. Students will be able to recognize and to articulate (orally and in writing) the difference between an academic approach to religion and a personal, devotional approach. 

2. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in recognizing the major contributors to the modern study of religion and their models/theories from philosophy, theology, the history of religions, and the social sciences.  

3. Students will be able to understand the following terms in their conventional, popular usage, and then discuss the variety of ways that religious studies scholars have critiqued, expanded, or problematized these: religion, religious, myth, ritual, symbol, philosophy, subjectivity, objectivity, secular/secularization, cult, sect, mysticism, theism, atheism, polytheism, monotheism, spirituality, magic, paganism, animism, canon, religious violence, post-colonialism, individualistic compared to community-based religions.

4. Students will be able to explain and give basic examples of the social function of religion with regard to gender, ethnicity, and nationality.

5. Students will be able to recognize religiosity in an aspect of modern culture such as different forms of media, art, music, films, politics, sports, and the public discourse on science. 

6. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in describing several specific religious traditions, including their historical development, major beliefs and practices, and demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in interpreting religious texts and rituals from each religious tradition.

B. RS 367: Student Learning Objectives

This course fulfills CSUN requirements for RS 367 ‘Cognitive Approaches to the Study of Religion’.  By the end of this course you will: 
1. Articulate the current approaches and methodologies to studying religion academically;
2. Describe the main features of CSR and understand how it differs from other attempts to study religion;
3. Evaluate the contribution of CSR to the study of religion generally.
4. Course Information

A.) Attendance and participation
You are expected to attend class, on time and prepared to participate in class discussions.                Attendance is not graded because you cannot pass the course without attending.                               Two absences are automatically excused. More than two absences and I will enquire further. 
B.) Readings

Do the required readings before class. Readings are available on Moodle. You will be tested on them before class (quizzes).
C.) Technological information: 
· Electronic devices (e.g., internet accessible phones, ipads, laptops) are permitted in class. They are only to be used for course related material.

· This course will employ the Moodle web-based format.

· For instruction on how to use Moodle technology, go to: http://www.csun.edu/it/moodle 
· If you are having a technical difficulty please contact the IT Help Center online at (http://techsupport.csun.edu) or in person (Oviatt Library, room 33).
· When assignments are due online, always submit your work at least 1 day early to allow time for any problems to be resolved. 
E.) Class materials

· Class materials (e.g., PowerPoints) will be available on Moodle by 9am on the day of class. Readings will be available from the start of term.
F.) Bring with you to every class (electronically or paper copies):

1. This document (class syllabus)
2. Assigned readings for the week.
3. Class materials (e.g., PowerPoint, Class Activities) – on Moodle                                                   [TIP: to print PowerPoints, file -> print -> settings -> slides -> 3 slides]
4. Your brain! (If you require food or caffeine to function, bring it to class () 
G.) Class etiquette and tips

· Your opinions are valued. Likewise, you must also respect the opinions of your peers.  Respectful disagreements are encouraged, heated arguments are not. 
· This is an academic approach to religion not a space for personal devotional statements. Theological statements (e.g., promoting or disrespecting a religion) are not appropriate. 
H.) Communication

· Check your CSUN account regularly for class messages (at least once a week).
· Ask me anytime throughout the course, about anything that you are unsure of.  I prefer to be asked questions in person, during class. I always arrive 10-15 minutes early to class and I am available after class.
· If your question cannot wait until class, you may email me. Begin the email with the following “Dear Dr. White, my name is _______ and I am in your RS 356 class.” Be as specific as you can in your enquiry.

· I will answer emails within 48 hours Mon-Fri (Sat/Sun emails will be received Monday).
· Use my office hours to come in person – no appointment necessary but it is recommended 
to safeguard that time for you exclusively.
I.) Disability

If you have a disability and need accommodations, please register with the Disability Resources and Educational Services office or the National Center on Deafness. The DRES office can be reached at (818) 677-2684. NCOD can be reached at (818) 677-2611. Please let me know how I can accommodate you at the earliest opportunity. 

J.) Difficulties

If you are experiencing personal difficulties during the course – such as mental health issues (e.g., anxiety, depression) or family or other problems, please make an appointment to come and see me as early as you can. 
K.) Accommodations
If an assignment due date conflicts with a religious observation that affects you then please let me know as soon as possible. 
L.) Submission/Late work 

· Assignments are due electronically on Moodle. 
· Moodle will not allow submissions after the due time. 
· ***Late work and re-take assignments are only accepted in cases of severe emergencies (e.g., illness requiring hospitalization or a death in the family). All emergencies must be documented in writing and submitted to me for consideration within 7 days of the event. 
· Technological problems (e.g., broken computer, failure to upload doc on Moodle) are not valid reasons for late submissions. Always submit your work early!
M.) Assignments 

Detailed instructions on the individual assignments are available on Moodle. 

Reading Quizzes: 
· Six quizzes. The scores of the highest 5 will count towards your grade (you may miss or drop one).

· Timed (10 minutes). 
· Accessed via Moodle. 
· Multiple-choice, single answer correct. 
· Ten questions per quiz (0.5 point per question).

· Due 1 hour before class.
Class Participation Assignments:
· To be completed in class [unless an online class] (1 point per participation assignment)
· 12 opportunities. Ten will count towards your final grade (you may miss 2 assignments).
Mid-Term Exam: 
· Timed (2 hours).

· Due on Moodle BEFORE 11:55pm on day due. 
· Answer one essay question from a choice of three.
· Max. 1000 words.
Group Presentation: 
· Prepared outside class. 
· To be presented during class.

Final Essay: 
· Due on Moodle. BEFORE 11:55pm on day due.
· You will first submit a DRAFT of the final essay (worth 10 points). 
· The FINAL version of your essay will be worth 25 points. 

· Seen essay question. 

· Max 2,000 words. 

· Question: “What is the Cognitive Science of Religion and what can it tell us about religion? Answer with reference to at least one topic in the study of religion”
N.) Extra Credit 
Extra credit opportunities may arise in the course. I will notify you when they do.
0.) Academic Dishonesty

All cheating, including plagiarism, will NOT be tolerated. Students will receive a grade F and be reported to the University for disciplinary action. For more information of the behavior defined as academic dishonesty, and a more detailed discussion of disciplinary procedures, consult pages 27-28 of the 2012-2013 Student Handbook.
5. Assessment Summary/Grade Tracker
	#
	Assignment 
	Due 
	Worth
	Earned

	1
	6x multiple choice reading quizzes
(highest 5 count towards final grade)
	Various 
	25 points
	

	2
	12 class participation assignments 
(10 count towards final grade)
	Various 
	10 points
	

	3
	Mid-Term exam 

	Tue 13th October 
	20 points
	

	4
	Group presentation 


	Tue 3rd Nov/

10th Nov
	10 points 
	

	5
	Final Essay (draft and final)
	Tue 27th Oct.

Tue 24th Nov. 
	10 points
25 points
	

	
	
	
	100 points
	


6. Grading 

Grading is based on a point system. Maximum points overall = 100. All submitted work is given the total number of points gained per maximum for that task (e.g., 18/20). I do not assign grades to tasks but you can work this out using the point system below. The grade is given at the end of the course, based on 100 maximum points (extra credit is ‘extra’).
	POINTS
	GRADE

	90-100 
	A

	80-89
	B

	70-79 
	C

	60-69 
	D

	Below 60 
	F


Grades are not curved or normalized. 

8. Weekly Class Schedule: RS356 Contemporary Topics in the Study of Religion 
	#
	Date
	Topic 
	READ
	DO ON/BY TUESDAY: 
DUE: Assignment 

	
	
	1. BACKGROUND
	
	

	1
	25th 

August
	Intro to the course 

	1. Syllabus

	Practice, Ungraded Quiz.

	2
	1st 
September 
	Intro to CSR 

	2. Barrett (2000)
3. Barrett (2007)

	Reading Quiz 1


	
	
	2. METHODS AND APPROACH
	
	

	3
	8th 

September 
	Science, Evolution & Religion 

	4. Boyer  (2008)
5. Boyer (2003)
	Reading Quiz 2


	4
	15th
September 
	Neuroscientific Methods 
	6. Ratcliffe (2006)
7. Barrett (2007)

	Reading Quiz 3


	5
	22nd

September 
	 The spread of Religious Ideas 


	8. Barrett (2008)

9. Gervais (2010)
	Reading Quiz 4

	
	
	3. TOPICS AND EVALUATION OF CSR
	
	

	6
	29th September 
	Religious Rituals 

	10. Sosis  (2010)
	Reading Quiz 5



	7
	6th 

October
	The Afterlife and Supernatural Agents

	11. Bering (2006)
	Reading Quiz 6 

	8
	13th 

October
	Mid-term Exam (online)

	[Revise weeks 1- 5]

	Mid-Term Exam      



	9
	20th 
October 
	Spirit Possession

	12. Cohen& Barrett (2008)


	n/a

	10
	27th 

October
	Reincarnation

	13. White (2015)
	Draft 1 of final essay

	11
	3rd  November 
	Group Presentations 

	n/a

	Group Presentations 

	12
	10th
November 
	Group Presentations/

Final essay discussion


	n/a
	Group Presentations

	13
	17th November
	Evaluation of CSR

	14. Cohen et al.,(2008)


	n/a


	14
	24th 

November 
	Online class: Instructor at conference                              

Natural and supernatural explanations

	15. Legare et al. (2012)
	Final essay due                

	15


	1st

December 
	Course Overview 

	n/a
	 n/a


Have you enjoyed the course? Contact me about becoming a Religious Studies Major or Double Major!
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