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CLASS DAYS: 
Tues/Thurs

DEAF 200:  
 INTRODUCTION TO DEAF 

TIME: 
2:00-3:15pm

LOCATION: 
ED 1117

    COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 Can hearing people be apart of the Deaf community? Why are cochlear implants so controversial? 
Is Signed Exact English, American Sign Language and Pidgin Sign all the same thing? In what ways are 
Deaf people and people with disabilities similar and different? What type of careers can I obtain working 
with Deaf people? These are few of the many questions we will dialogue, debate, and answer this 
semester. This course is designed to introduce you to the most important aspects of the American Deaf 
experience. We will expose the history, contributions, and contemporary lives of Deaf people in America. 
Using an interdisciplinary approach, we will address topics such as the diversity of Deaf people, Deaf 
cultural norms, Deaf arts, and Deaf international communities. This course will provide you will a foundation 
in which future Deaf Studies classes will expand.  

By: Thalo Artist Community 

Professor: Lissa Stapleton, PhD 
(Preferred Pronouns She, Her, & Hers) 

Teaching Assistant: Jaleesa Herrington 
(Preferred Pronouns She, Her, & Hers) 

Email: lissa.stapleton@csun.edu  
             jaleesa.herrington.520@my.csun.edu 

Office Hours: T/TH, 11:30am- 1:00pm or 
by appointment 

Facebook Hours: M 2:00pm-3:45pm 
           W 12:00pm-1:00pm 
  
Office Location: ED1105D 

What’s in this Syllabus? 

Faculty Info………..pg 1 

How to Succeed….pg 2 

Must Knows…..pg 3-5 

Learning Enhancers..pgs 5-8 

Grades…………………..pg. 9 

Course Schedule…..pgs 10-12
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TIPS ON HOW TO 
SUCCEED IN THIS 

CLASS 
♣ Read the entire syllabus 
particularly assignment instructions 
and the attendance policy.  
♣ Check the syllabus or with your 

learning team when you have a question 
because you will probably find the answer. If not, 

ask questions! 
♣ Make sure you know how to log 

on and use Moodle. This is key!! 
♣ Make sure you read and come 

to class. Don’t lose points for not 
reading and coming to class 
because they add up.  

♣ Due dates are firm and NO LATE work is accepted, 
but extensions requested ahead of time are normally 
granted.  

♣ Grades are earned and not negotiated, so try your 
best and communicate early and often when you think 
you’re drowning. 

♣ Show effort by actively participating in class and group 
work. If you are an introvert, tend to be a more quiet 

REQUIRED TEXT 
BOOK: 

Holcomb, T. K. (2013). 
Introduction to 
American Deaf 
culture. New York, 
NY: Oxford 
University Press. 

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
Upon completion of this course, YOU will be able to:  

1. Identify and explain important aspects of Deaf culture 
including by not limited to American Sign Language, the 
arts, self-determination, and cultural norms.  

2. Identify and explain historical events and significant 
people within the American Deaf community.  

3. Explain the ways in which the Deaf community is 
complex and multicultural.  

4. Recognize and define aspects of power and oppression 
including cultural appropriation, hearing privilege, 
audism, linguicism, and ableism.  

5. Describe and offer varying perspectives on cultural 
debates happening between and within the Deaf and 
hearing community such as the role of cochlear implants, 
disability vs. culture, and access to language.  

6. Demonstrate an appreciation of Deaf culture and the 
Deaf community by using appropriate language and Deaf 
culturally sensitive behavior when engaging within the 
community. 



SPRING 2016 STAPLETON  !3

student, or don’t like participating in front of people, I challenge you to make a 
plan to share at least 3 times this semester. This type of academic behavior can 
make a difference in your final grade. 

♣ If you get a C+ or less on a paper, you have one week to take the comments and 
rewrite the paper. ALSO… Uses the Writing Center 

Oviatt Library 3rd Floor, East Wing 
18111 Nordhoff Street 

Northridge, CA 91330-8325 
Telephone: (818) 677-2033 

Fax: (818) 677-3632 
E-mail: lrc@csun.edu 

Your success in this class is of the utmost importance to me, so 
let’s work together to help you succeed in this class! 

TOP 10 “MUST KNOWS” FOR THIS CLASS 

 What does active participation mean?  
• TRY, TAKE RISK, & BE INVOLVED!  
• Demonstrating that you have completed the assigned readings by including 

aspects of the reading in class discussions and written assignments 
when appropriate. 

• Help create a Deafcentric class! 
• When others are signing/talking, you must give them the utmost respect 

and attention.  
• Have an open mind and be careful to avoid inflammatory language.  
• There are times when confidential information may be discussed for 

educational purposes. The classroom is a closed environment. You 
may share the lesson, but not the names.   

What happens if I don’t come to class? Regular attendance is vital for 
student success in this course, there are no excused absences 

• Absences: More than three absences will result in lowering your grade 
by one letter. Each subsequent unexcused absence will result in 
lowering your grade by an additional letter.  

• Tardiness: Three late arrivals (arriving after the scheduled class start 
time) equal one absence. 

mailto:lrc@csun.edu
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• Leaving early: Three times leaving early equals one absence. 
• Combination of late arrivals and leaving early: Any combination of 

being late or leaving early that totals three times will equal one 
absence.  

• You are responsible for all information distributed during class, including 
any changes in the class schedule. 

• If you miss class, ask your learning team to fill you in on that day’s 
activities.  

Got Technology?  No problem, Laptop computers and tablets are welcome in 
class provided they are used to take notes. Browsing the internet, sending e-
mail, instant messaging, etc. are not permitted during class.  If your laptop/iPad/
Phone use becomes a distraction to the learning community, you may be asked 

to discontinue its use and or leave the class.  

  Stay Connected!!! You are expected to check and use your 
University-provided e-mail address as the primary mode of 

communication for this course. I will also have Facebook hours in which 
we can chat in the class page- Monday and Thursday. 

What should I expect in your class every week? I believe in engaged 
pedagogy, and my teaching approach is interactive.  All students bring their life 
stories into the classroom and learning is co-constructed between the students 
and myself. Issues of power, oppression, bias, stereotypes, and privilege are 
addressed and examined throughout the curriculum in order to encourage a 
more socially just mindset and worldview. You can expect some lecture, large 
and small group discussion, interactive activities, videos, and guest 
speakers. Required readings will always guide us!  

What happens if I don’t do my own work? (Academic Honesty/ 
Plagiarism) Generally speaking plagiarism is any attempt to take 
credit for work done by another person. We all rely on the work of 

others to shape our thoughts and understanding. However, we must 
acknowledge the importance of others’ work through appropriate 

citation in the text and in the reference section. Failure to do this by 
transporting sentences, words, and concepts into your own work 

without using quotation marks and citation can result in plagiarism. If you have 
questions about this please come see me. There is no penalty for honest inquiry 

or confusion. For more in-depth information see the CSUN Catalog entitled 
“Academic Dishonesty” (Appendix E).  

The babysitter canceled, can my kid come to class? My partner 
is in town can they sit in class? Friends, family members, and 
children are not allowed to come to class without prior permission. I 
understand things happen, so make sure you communicate first. 
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I’m coming straight from work and I’m starving, is food ok? You can 
eat in class, but please bring quiet snacks and clean up after yourself. 

 

I learn a little differently than others and need support. What should I do?  If 
you have a disability and need accommodations, please register with the 
Disability Resources and Educational Services (DRES) office or the National 
Center on Deafness (NCOD). The DRES office is located in Bayramian Hall, 
room 110 and can be reached at (818) 677-2684. NCOD is located on Bertrand 
Street in Jeanne Chisholm Hall and can be reached at (818) 677-2611. You are 
encouraged to inform me of your accommodations by the end of the first week so 
that the necessary arrangements can be made. 

Is this everything I need to know? Mostly! BUT the course syllabus 
may change. Things happen, so we all have to be flexible. I will always 
communicate clearly and openly when something has been changed. 
This syllabus is a living documents and can only move as fast as we do.  

LEARNING ENHANCERS (Course Requirements) 
• All assignments must be completed to get an A in this class.  
• If you have other concerns regarding assignments please see me prior to the due 

date. 

!  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Reading Questions:  
Purpose: To get a general understanding of each week’s topic of discussion and to 
demonstration what information you are retaining from the readings. 

Guideline: 
♣ Reading assignments will come from our course text.  
♣ This class is very heavy on group discussion and reading assignments will 

depend mainly on how far we get in the discussion.  
♣ Reading Questions will be open note and randomly given 9 times throughout the 

semester.  
♣ There will be one to two question(s) asked at the beginning of some classes.  

Grade: 
♣ The expected response is 3-4 sentences per question. 
♣ To do well you must directly connect your response to the readings from that 

week. It should be clear and to the point.   
♣ They will be graded and returned the next week. 

Unit Reflection Paper:  
Purpose:  For students to reflect on what they are learning and retaining specific to unit 1 
and to address issues that require critical thinking and reflexive self-analysis.  

Guidelines: 
♣ Should utilize the textbook, and when applicable, outside sources for these reflections 

and cite appropriately (MLA or APA citation is fine) 
♣ MINIMUM 2 FULL pages up to a of MAXIMUM 3 pages 
♣ Papers should be double spaced, with one-inch margins on all sides, utilizing 

Times New Roman font in size 12.  
♣ Papers must be posted to Moodle AND printed and turned in. 
♣ Make sure to proofread your papers.  
♣ In your unit reflection paper include a discussion of each of the following questions:  

1. What was your motivation for taking this class and how are you hoping this class 
influences your future career goals? 

2. Identify 3 concepts you found most interesting in this unit and why? 
3. What questions do you still have regarding this unit? Try to answer your own 

question.  
4. What have you realized as a result of this unit? 

Grade: 
♣ Thoroughly and clearly answer each question using the book plus class and or    

personal examples.  
♣ Follow all formatting and directions given above as well as proofread your paper.   
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International Exploration Partner Project: 
Purpose: To use the material from units 1, 2 and 3 to explore a specific Deaf 
international community. To collaboratively work with a partner/small group to 
research and present the information in class. 
Guidelines: 
♣ Select a location (country or continent) of interest 
♣ You will be put into a group with people who have a similar location interest 
♣ Using what you learned from units 1, 2 and 3 you will search for information 

about your international Deaf community including but not limited to culture, 
language, arts, education, cultural norms, etc. 

♣ You will put together a 3-4 slide Power Point with the major findings about 
your country.  

♣ You will upload your presentation to Moodle by noon May 5th and 
present your slides in class that day. You will have 5-7 minutes to present 

Grade: 
♣ Each person must complete at least one slide and present the section they 

researched. 
♣ Slides must be easy to read and the presentation must be clear and 

informative 
♣ There must be a clear connections to units 1, 2 or 3 made on the power point 

and in the presentation.This can be demonstrated by using terminology 
learned in class or the readings, citing specific sources from the class, or 
giving examples of how what you found is connected to something you 
learned in units 1,2, or 3. 

Unit 1 & 2 Quiz: 
Purpose: For students to demonstrate their understanding and ability to recall 
material from Units 1 and 2. 
Guidelines: 
♣ The quiz will cover the main concepts and vocabulary from the chapters 

within units 1 and 2. There will be about 15-20 questions including multiple 
choice and short answer.  

Grade: 
♣ The best way to study is to read the chapters, know how to explain the main 

ideas and know all vocabulary discussed in class and in the book.  
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Final Artistic Reflection Project: 
Purpose:  To demonstrate the ways in which course learning objectives were 
obtained using an artistic means.  
Guidelines: 
♣ You must create a visual project that addresses the following questions: 

• Share 3 of the greatest lessons you are taking away regarding 
oppression (Be specific)? 

• Identify at least 2 ways in which the Deaf community is diverse? 
• What 3 ideas have you learned in regards to Deaf culture? 
• What 3 Deaf historical events and/or people do you have a greater 

understanding (the people don’t have to be historical)? 
• What have you learned about yourself in this class? 

♣ Written Component: 
• Explanation of your project-1-2 pages and in bullet format 

♣ You will sign up to present your project in a Gallery Walk on May 17th 
or 19th  

Grade:  
♣ Thoroughly answer all the questions, follow directions, & use a creative 

format 
♣ Use appropriate language and make sure your project is culturally sensitive 
♣ This project cannot be done as a traditional paper. NO CREDIT will be 

given for papers or PowerPoint.   
♣ Students should utilize the textbook, class lectures, and when applicable, 

and outside sources for this project. This is an artistic piece that can be 
done in many ways: poems, video, photos, dance, collage, painting, food, 
drawing, etc. 

EXTRA CREDIT:  
Purpose: To have an opportunity to connect with the Deaf community and 
experience what we are reading and discussing in class. 
Guidelines: 
♣ Attend at least ONE Deaf community event offered by the Deaf Studies 

department, NCOD events/workshops, student run clubs/orgs, or other 
community organizations. 

♣ Answer this one question in your final exam: What event did you attend and 
how is the event connected to what you have learned in this class? 

♣ Up to 10 points 
♣ Extra credit will only raise your grade one letter grade. All work must be 

attempted to get an A in this class. If assignments are missed extra credit 
cannot be added to get obtain an A.
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POINTS

Assignments Points Due Date

Reading Points 9 wks x 2 pts.= 
18pts Various weeks

Unit Reflection 
Paper 25 points March 1st

Unit 1 & 2 Quiz 25 points March 29th 
International 
Exploration Project 25 points May 5th

Final Artistic 
Reflection Project 40 points May 17 or 19

Attendance/Class 
Participation

30 days x 2 points= 
60 pts Weekly

Attend a Deaf 
related event

OPTIONAL- up to 
10 points May 17 or 19

Total 193 points  

GRADING SCALE
A 94-100%  

A- 90-93%    

B + 87-89%    

B 83-86%    

B- 80-82%    

C + 77-79%    

C 74-76%    

C- 70-73%   

D 60-69%      

F Below 
59%      How do I figure out my grade?? 

EXAMPLE: 

Add your earned points up       For example 180 points earned 

Divide your points by the total     180 / 190 possible                                     
number of possible points 

Take the percent  .947 and find your grade on the Grading Scaling 
= A 

Keep track of your grades on Moodle 
throughout the semester. 

Learning Teams 

(v). A group of peers that supports and learns from 
each other in order to be successful in this class. 

My Team 

Name   Contact Info 

1. _________________________ 

2. _________________________ 

3._________________________ 

4._________________________ 

5._________________________
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TENTATIVE COURSE 
OUTLINE

Class Sessions Topics Readings/Assignments/
Exam

Week 1(Class 1 & 2) Introduction & 
Overview

Check the course Moodle 
site by the weekend!

January 26 & 28 *Course Expectations Upload your pictures to 
Moodle

 *Syllabus Activity Join the Facebook group

 *Community of Learners 
Activity

 

 *Reviewing What We Know  

Week 2 (Class 3 & 4) Unit 1: Who Are The Deaf 
People? Holcomb,

February 2 & 4 Defining Culture Chapter 1: Introduction

  Chapter 2: Culture Defined

Week 3 (Class 5 & 6) Deaf People Holcomb, 

February  9 & 11 * Diversity within the 
Community

Chapter 3: Who Are the 
Deaf People

 * Labels and identities Chapter 13: Diversity in 
the Deaf Community

 * Intersectionality  

Week 4 (Class 7 & 8) 
February 16 & 18

Moodle Class: 
Select a video to 
watch and answer 
the corresponding 
questions listed on 
Moodle 

 

Week 5 (Class 9 & 10) Early Definitions of 
Deaf Culture Holcomb, 

February 23 & 25  Chapter 5: Early 
Definitions of Deaf Culture

   

Week 6 (Class 11 & 12)
Unit 2: Culture & 
Language Holcomb, 

March 1 & 3 Deaf Cultural 
Guidelines

Ch. 10: Rules of Social 
Interaction

 
 

Unit 1 Reflection Paper- 
3/1 Due

Week 7 (Class 13 & 14) Deaf People and 
Language Holcomb,
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March 8 & 10 *ASL, PSE, SEE Ch. 7: American Sign 
Language—

 *Components of language The Language of the 
American Deaf 
Community.

Week 8 (Class 15 & 16) Deaf Identity 
Development Holcomb,

March 15 & 17
 

Ch. 4: Deafhood: A 
Personal Journey Toward 
Self-Actualization

 *Start, Stop, Continue 
Evaluation  

  Exam Overview Week

Week 9   
March 22 & 24 SPRING BREAK!!  

Week 10 (Class 17)  

March 29 *Start, Stop, Continue 
Feedback Unit 1 & 2 Exam- 3/29

Csear Chavez- No 
CLASS March 31 *International Groups Given  
Week 11 (Class 21 & 22) Unit 3: Deaf Arts Holcomb, 
April 5 & 7 

Deaf Literature Ch. 8: Deaf Lit
   

Week 12 (Class 23 & 24) Deaf Arts Holcomb, 

April 12 & 14 Ch. 9: Deaf Art 

   

Week 13 (Class 25 & 26) Unit 4: Deaf* Self-
Determinism Holcomb, 

April 19 & 21 Deaf Culture vs. 
Disability 

Ch. 12: The Collision 
Between Deaf Culture and 
Disability

 *Ableism, Audism & 
Linguistism

Week 14 (Class 27 & 28)  Holcomb, 

April 26 & 28 Features of Modern 
Deaf Communities

Ch. 11: The Vibrant Deaf 
Community

 *Community Panel Ch. 6: Deaf Culture 
Redefined

Week 15 (Class 29 & 30) Global Deaf People Holcomb, 

May 3 & 5  Ch. 14: The Universality of 
the Deaf Experience

  International Exploration 
Project- 5/5 Due
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Week 16 (Class 31 & 32) Deaf Communities and 
the Future Holcomb, 

May 10 & 12 * Deaf Related Careers Panel Ch. 15: The Future of the 
Deaf Community

Week 17(Class 33 & 34) Finals week  

May 17 & 19  
Final Artistic Project 
Gallery Walk due 5/17 
2:00pm-3:15pm or  5/19 
3:00pm-5:00pm
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