
California State University, Northridge  
Summer Academic Enrichment Program 

 
Creative Writing  

“Creativity takes Courage.” -- Henri Matisse  
“First, find out what your hero wants, then just follow him!”–Ray Bradbury 

 
Course Overview:  
Creative Writing focuses on writing as an art form. This course will focus on expressive writing 
in many different forms. Students will have the opportunity to explore short stories, personal 
narratives, comic strips, as well as poetry and music. This course is designed to engage students 
in the creative writing process, with an emphasis on developing and exercising imagination. 
Originality and writing that shows thought will be emphasized. Peer feedback and the sharing of 
ideas will be essential to this course. The course will be fun, enriching and engaging. The scope 
and breadth of creativity offered in this course will produce a permanent, life-long experience 
that will transfer to many other walks of life.  
Course Description:  
The student will explore and engage in the writing of short stories, poetry, personal narratives, 
and comic strips. The student will produce work of a higher caliber than that of a standard 
English course. Further, the student will take on the task of effectively portraying clear 
picture (mental image), distinct emotion & insight. The engaging activities will allow for 
unique interpersonal experiences that will produce life-long effects on increasing confidence 
and broadening introspection. 
 
Journal:  
The student will keep a journal for Creative Writing. The purpose of the journal is to give the 
student the opportunity to write every day. It is a place for the student to write and create – not 
worry about spelling, grammar, or flow. Just write. The student will be responsible for writing in 
his/her journal. Sometimes students will free-write in their journals while other days they will 
respond to a provided prompt. I just want the students to write! Journals will be collected 
periodically as a means of accountability. I will let the students know in advance when the 
journals will be collected. 
 
 

Course Goals and Objectives:  
1. Goal: To increase insight on a variety of personal, societal and human nuances. 

Objective: Reflect introspectively & engage in meaningful conversation. 
Objective:Create thoughtful and inventive original literary works 

 
2. Goal: To establish a specific voice by maintaining tone and style.  

Objective: Analyze personal works and those of other students. 
Objective: Synthesize thoughts and apply findings to subsequent works. 



3. Goal: To increase confidence and self worth.  
Objective: Engage in positive, respectful feedback of other 
students’ works.  
Objective: Deliver oral presentations of creative writings. 

 
Course Materials:  
Students will need:  
1. Composition Notebook (to keep a Journal)  
2. Multiple Subject Spiral Notebook with pocket folders (for taking notes)  
3. Writing utensils (Pencils; Pens in blue or black, as well one other color not 

including red)  
4. Highlighter and Colored Pencils  
6. A dictionary and thesaurus. 

Course Grading 
 
Each student will have homework some nights, including reading, writing, or both. 
 
The student will type all final assignments following the MLA format (one-inch margins; 
double-spaced; last name and page number in upper right hand corner), font size: 12, 
Times New Roman. 
 
Students will be graded on class participation and will be expected to complete all 
assignments. 
 
All assignments must be completed 
 
● Missed/late assignments can be made up/turned in, only if the student has an 

excused absence (via a note from a parent/guardian).  
● If a student knows in advance that he/she will be absent, prior arrangements for 

missed work should be made with the teacher. 
● If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, that assignment must be 

turned in on the day the student returns to class. 
 

The final grade for the class will not be a letter grade. In place of a letter grade, a 
developmental level will be assigned based on a rubric. Students will receive a 
final score of: beginning, emerging, developing, capable, experienced, or 
exceptional. 

  
Classroom Behavior:  
The student is expected to demonstrate mature, polite behavior and extend courtesy to 
everyone at all times: 

1. Actively participate, and respectful verbal and nonverbal interaction with all 
opinions must be shown at all times. 

2. Since differing views will be expressed, the teacher and the student(s) will 
mutually maintain a safe environment for courteous dialogue. 

3. Respect is to be shown for all CSUN property.  



4. No food or beverages will be permitted in the classroom. Snacks must be eaten 
outside between the designated breaks. 

5. Warnings for behavior / discipline problems will be given once. Any further 
problems will result in a phone call to the parent(s) or guardian(s) and possible 
dismissal from the program. 

 
SAEP Electronics Policy 

 
Cell phones, music players and headphones are not permitted to be used 
during class hours.  

a. Please put your cell phone on silent (NOT vibrate).  
b. No texting is allowed during class. 

 
You will be given one verbal warning if the above is not followed. Should a second 
warning be necessary, your cell phone, music player and/or headphones will be confiscated 
and held by the teacher until after class. If a third time occurs, your cell phone, music 
player and/or headphones will be confiscated and held in the SAEP office and MUST BE 
PICKED UP BY A PARENT. 



Creative Writing 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
After reading through the syllabus, please sign and date and have your student return it to 
class. The signature constitutes your commitment to the class as we partner to make the 
next five weeks a life-long educational experience for your student. 
 
Student/ Parent Agreement: 
 
Please bring this signed and dated Creative Writing syllabus agreement to class 
tomorrow. 
 
If you do not understand any portion of this syllabus, or if you have any questions 
regarding this class, please do not hesitate to email the teacher. 
 
We have read and understand the contents of this syllabus. 
 
Student name ______________________________________________________ 
 

 
Student signature____________________________________________________ 
 

 
Date__________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian name _______________________________________________ 
 

 
Parent/Guardian signature_____________________________________________ 
 

 
Date_________________ 
 

 
Phone ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
E-mail_________________________________________________ 


