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So You've Been Publicly Shamed Book Discussion  
 
Read "Who Is Fair Game for Public Shaming? Here's a Media Rulebook" by Phoebe Maltz Bovy: 
https://newrepublic.com/article/121574/espn-britt-mchenry-video-rant-media-rulebook-public-shaming. New 
Republic, 17 Apr 2015. 
 

Suggested guidelines (from Bovy’s article):  when is it OK to use public shaming? 

Yes:  
 A public figure (i.e., politician, CEO, celebrity, others with great influence) 
 A major author or TV show host 

Maybe or sparingly:  
 The author of published or public work on a smaller scale (i.e., college journalist, blogger) 
 A public person (news reporter) in a private place  
 An ordinary person in a public space being filmed with permission (i.e., reality TV) 

No: 
 A regular person with the "reasonable expectation" of a small audience 
 A regular person in a public place who is photographed or recorded without notice or permission 

 

Real-life questions to ASK: (because shaming is not just a media matter) 
1. Who is being publicly shamed?  Public vs. private people 
2. How are they being shamed: Via media? Twitter/FB? 
3. Is the attention polite, critical, or threatening? 
4. Did he/she do "this thing" in public (online) or in private (behind closed doors)? 
5. Is this person under the age of 18? 
6. What is the goal of the shaming? 
7. Does the punishment fit the crime? 
8. Who is going to profit (earn money) from this shaming? Google, advertisements? 
9. What is Reputation.com? Is it only for those who can afford it? Does it work? (See the last few minutes of 

Jon Ronson’s Ted Talk for one answer: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/jon_ronson_what_happens_when_online_shaming_spirals_out_of_control/tran
script?language=en .) 

10. Do regular people need "brand management"? 
11. Is the Internet real? Can the information be trusted? (Do people use their real names? How about in hotel 

ore restaurant reviews? On Yelp?) 
 

Keep it simple: Yes or No? 
 Public person in public space 
 Public person in private space 
 Private person in public space 
 Private person in private space 

 

From the book discussion participants: 
Why does Humans of New York have such a positive effect when it plucks someone out of obscurity? 
See Bill Weir’s Nightline profile of Brandon Stanton, the photographer who created Humans of New York. 

https://newrepublic.com/article/121574/espn-britt-mchenry-video-rant-media-rulebook-public-shaming
https://www.ted.com/talks/jon_ronson_what_happens_when_online_shaming_spirals_out_of_control/transcript?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/jon_ronson_what_happens_when_online_shaming_spirals_out_of_control/transcript?language=en
http://www.humansofnewyork.com/
http://abcnews.go.com/Nightline/video/humans-york-photog-viral-20550669

