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As the Page Turns 

 
 
Course Philosophy:   
“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” ~ Joseph Addison           
 
Course Overview: 

This course seeks to give weak and reluctant readers lots of practice reading books that do not 
push them to the top level of their reading skills. Rather, the quality literature is low-stress, 
offering lots of variety — fiction that will engage their minds and imaginations without over-
burdening their concentrations. Struggling readers are likely to become strong and eager readers 
when they feel that reading is a privilege and not a chore.  

Daily home reading required. 
 
Course Description: 
Good readers read. The student will broaden his/her world view and understanding of self by 
reading five novels during the five-week course, both during class and independently. 
 
Additionally, the student will read other forms of fictional narratives and various forms of 
nonfiction, including web-based texts, periodicals, biographies and essays. 
 
Course Goals and Objectives: 
 

1. Goal:  To understand the elements of plot. 
Objective:  Identify and label the plot elements in a novel. 

 
2. Goal:  To understand major and minor themes. 

Objective:  Recognize major and minor themes as developed within  
    the framework of the plot. 

 
3. Goal:  To understand symbolism. 

Objective:  Identify how the author uses symbols to reveal the major  
    and minor themes. 

Objective:  Interpret symbols and figurative language to clearly state  
    literal and intended meaning. 

 
4. Goal:  To understand major and minor characters. 

Objective:  Evaluate dialogue to show how it defines character traits 
 

5. Goal:  To understand the features of various forms of informational texts. 



Objective:  Develop strategies for reading textbooks and other  
       materials in subjects other than English 
 

6. Goal:  To increase reading fluency, comprehension and retention. 
 
Course Materials: 
Just Once by Thomas J. Dygard 
Ta-Na-E-Ka by Mary Whitebird 
Mother and Daughter by Gary Soto 
Blanca Flor by Angel Vigil 
Echo and Narcissus retold by Roger Lancelyn Green 
The Emperor’s New Clothes by Hans Christian Anderson 
 
Students must bring the following supplies to class everyday: 
 

1. Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan  
2. 3 Ring binder with plastic pockets (also called Vu-Binder). 
3. Three-hole punched, white, lined paper. 
4. 70 - 100 page spiral notebook. 
5. Black, Blue, Red and Green ballpoint or gel pens. 

 
Grading: 
The course grade will be based on class work, participation, and homework. 
 
Students can expect 45 – 60 minutes of reading and/or homework assignments per school day.  
 
Students are expected to be ready to go when class begins, participate in all classroom activities 
and discussions, and to complete all tasks assigned. 
 
Class work assignments will consist of one or more of the following activities: 
 

● Written responses to literature 
● Independent Reading 
● Interactive Reading Tasks, such as worksheets, journals, and wikis 
● Group Reading 
● Oral Presentations 
● Online quizzes 

 
Students will be tested using a number of formal and informal assessment tools, including 
quizzes, tests, games, projects, presentations, essays, and reports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Academic Integrity: 
 
Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism:  “1. the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another 
author and the representation of them as one's own original work.” 
 ("Plagiarism." Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1). Random House, Inc. 20 Feb. 2009. 
<Dictionary.com http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/Plagiarism>.) 
 
Access to technology makes it easier to copy the work of others. Students will learn what 
constitutes plagiarism and how to steer clear of it.  As a rule, if there are three words in a row 
that someone else can claim, cite it.  Plagiarism is stealing and cheating and will not be tolerated.  
Plagiarism is against the law. 
 
The first time a student is caught plagiarizing, there will be a teacher/student conference, a phone 
call home, no credit given for the assignment, and notification given to the SAEP office. 
 
Copying from a fellow classmate is also unacceptable on homework assignments and individual 
assessments. The consequences are the same as above. 
 
 
Cheating 
Cheating is a reprehensible act subject to a zero tolerance policy.  For those in doubt about what 
is considered cheating, here are a few examples: 
 

6. Glancing at another’s quiz or test. 
7. Talking (in ANY language). 
8. Using notes, opening a textbook and/or notebook. 
9. Copying (or orally receiving answers) from a fellow classmate (or anyone else) is also 

unacceptable on homework assignments.   
 

ANY STUDENT SUSPECTED OF CHEATING IN ANY WAY WILL RECEIVE AN 
AUTOMATIC “ZERO” ON THAT QUIZ OR TEST.  A SECOND TIME WILL RESULT 
IN BEING AUTOMATICALLY DROPPED FROM THE COURSE. 
 
Teacherease.com: 
Parents and students can access grades and attendance through a web-based grade program at 
teacherease.com. By the end of the first week, parents will be emailed the password to access the 
program. If you do not receive your password via email, please contact the office staff at 
saep@csun.edu and request the password to be re-sent. It is beneficial for you to refer often to 
the website to check your child's progress and attendance in class. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to email me. 
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Classroom Behavior: 
Safe and Engaged Education 
 
The student is held to a high standard of behavioral conduct expectations--both inside the 
classroom and on campus. The following rules are in place to ensure that all students have access 
to a positive and safe learning environment: 
 

1. Be seated and promptly ready to work at the beginning of each class period daily. 
2. Bring all materials and books to class every day. 
3. Behave respectfully, safely, and compassionately at all times. 
4. Chew no food and drink no beverage in the classroom. (Water bottles with closable caps 

are allowed.) 
5. Leave all distracting objects (toys, music players, games, etc.) at home. 
6. Silence all cell phones. 

 
SAEP Electronics Policy: 
 
Cell phones, music players and headphones are not permitted to be used during class 
hours.          
     a.  Please put your cell phone on silent (NOT vibrate). 
     b.  No texting is allowed during class. 
 
You will be given one verbal warning if the above is not followed.  Should a second warning be 
necessary, your cell phone, music player and/or headphones will be confiscated and held by the 
teacher until after class.  If a third time occurs, your cell phone, music player and/or headphones 
will be confiscated and held in the SAEP office and MUST BE PICKED UP BY A PARENT. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
After reading through the syllabus, please sign and date and have your student return it to class. 
The signature constitutes your commitment to the class as we partner to make the next five 
weeks a life-long, educational experience for your student. 
 
Student/ Parent Agreement: 
Please bring this signed and dated As the Page Turns syllabus agreement to class tomorrow.   
 
If you do not understand any portion of this syllabus, or if you have any questions regarding this 
class, please do not hesitate to email the teacher.  
 
We have read and understand the contents of this syllabus. 
 
Student name ______________________________________________________ 
Student signature____________________________________________________   
Date______________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian name _______________________________________________   
Parent/Guardian signature_____________________________________________ 
Date______________________________________________________________ 
Phone _____________________________________________________________ 
E-mail_____________________________________________________________ 


