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RS390: BUDDHISM   Fall 2015
THIS COURSE SEEKS TO EXAMINE THE FOLLOWING PROBLEM IN THE COMPARISON OF RELIGIOUS TEXTS AND TRADITIONS: WHY DOES A RELIGIOUS SYSTEM, SUCH AS BUDDHISM, WHOSE STATED GOAL FOR THE INDIVIDUAL IS EXTINCTION BECOME SO PREOCCUPIED IN ITS TEXTS AND TRADITIONS WITH THE LIVES OF HUMAN FIGURES? CUTTING ACROSS THE DIFFERENCES IN BUDDHIST TRADITIONS IS THE INORDINATE AMOUNT OF ATTENTION LAVISHED ON BUDDHAS, BODHISATTVAS, MONKS, RULERS, LAY PEOPLE, TRAVELERS, MASTERS AND OTHER FIGURES. IN LIGHT OF THE ATTENTION PAID TO THESE FIGURES, WHAT HAPPENS TO THE STATED GOAL OF EXTINCTION FOR HUMANS? MAJOR INVESTIGATION WILL TAKE PLACE BY STUDYING THE VARIOUS PRIMARY TEXTS OF CLASSIC BUDDHIST TRADITIONS IN INDIA, CHINA, AND JAPAN. THROUGH AN EXAMINATION OF THE TEXTS AND TRADITIONS, EACH FIGURE WILL BE INVESTIGATED IN TURN; FIRST AS A FIGURE MODEL, THEN IN RELATION TO THE SPECIFIC CONTEXT, AND FINALLY IN COMPARISON WITH OTHER MODELS OF FIGURES. COMPARING THESE HUMAN FIGURES WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THE APPLICATION AND MODIFICATION OF STUDENT GENERATED FIGURE MODELS. USING THESE MODELS TO EXPLORE VARIOUS BUDDHIST TEXTS AND TRADITIONS WILL TEST THE MODELS, REFINE THEM, AND LEAD TO AN UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS BUDDHIST EXPRESSIONS.  THIS INTRODUCTION SHOULD SERVE TO INDUCE CURIOSITY FOR FURTHER IN-DEPTH STUDY OF THE VARIOUS EXPRESSIONS OF BUDDHISM.  MODELS AND METHODS OF INTERPRETATION ARE USED TO COMPARE AND ANALYZE THE TEXTS AND TRADITIONS. THE USE OF THESE METHODS AND MODELS, THAT CAN BE APPLIED TO OTHER STUDIES AND DISCIPLINES, WILL BE THE PRIMARY SKILLS LEARNED. (G.E.  S.5)

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
CLASS WORK -- PREPARATION, PUNCTUALITY, ATTENDANCE [all absence must be legitimized with “proof”], DISCUSSION, ARGUMENT, AND INTERPRETATION ARE A SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE GRADE. Grades will be recorded after each weekly class. Mere attendance is NOT sufficient. “Preparation, Punctuality, etc.” [as above] are required for a weekly class grade. MIDTERM EXAM  QUIZZES=40%

MODELS--   MODELS  OF INTERPRETATION AND COMPARISON WILL BE COLLECTED IN EACH CLASS.  =10%

STUDENTS TEACHING -- RESPONSIBILITY TO FOCUS DISCUSSION (CLASSMEMBERS ROTATE) 
PAPER [minimum 10-15 PAGES] IN WHICH THE THEORETICAL INTERPRETATION OF THE TEXTS & METHODS OF COMPARISON ARE PUT TO WORK.  (LATE PAPERS ARE NOT POSSIBLE) =50% 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY ABIDE BY UNIV. CATALOGUE  STATEMENT      

COMMUNICATION IS CRUCIAL!  IF YOU FIND YOURSELF IN A SEA OF CONFUSION OR A DESERT OF DILEMMA ABOUT THE TEXTS, METHODS, THEORIES, PAPER, CLASS - DON'T LET THINGS GO THEN PANIC FOR I WILL ASSUME ALL IS FINE IF I AM UNINFORMED! 

ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES MUST BE SILENT AND OUT OF SIGHT/REACH BEFORE ENTERING THE CLASSROOM. ANY VIOLATION WILL SERIOUSLY AFFECT YOUR GRADE.

GRADING -- THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS COMBINE TO FORM THE GRADE. PLUS + / - MINUS  GRADING WILL BE USED. CR/NC GRADING MUST BE DISCUSSED.

READING REQUIREMENTS:
WM. T. DE BARY (ED) THE BUDDHIST TRADITION IN INDIA, CHINA, AND JAPAN = BT

P. B. YAMPOLSKY (TRANSLATOR) THE PLATFORM SUTRA OF THE SIXTH PATRIARCH = PSSP

25 AUG   INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE/ STUDENT RESPONSE

                 INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM & METHODS / STUDENT RESPONSE

 1 SEPT 
  MODEL OF THE BUDDHA THROUGH BIOGRAPHY  [ BT 57-72, 28-30 ]

                MODEL OF THE BUDDHA THROUGH TEACHING [ BT 15-20 ]

 8            CREATION AND COMPARISON OF MODELS OF THE BUDDHA

  
  MODELS OF THERAVADA MONKS  [ BT 33-39 ]

15
  MODELS OF THERAVADA RULERS [ BT 21-25, 30-32, 51-54, 105-108]

  
  MODELS OF THERAVADA LAY PEOPLE [ BT 39-44 ]

22     
  MODELS OF THE BODHISATTVAS [ BT 81-85, 91, 173-179 ] PAPER ASSIGNED
                COMPARISON OF THE FIGURE MODELS

29            MODELS OF MAHAYANA MONKS [ BT 155-166 ]  

               MODELS OF MAHAYANA MONKS [ BT 197-207 ]

 6 OCT   MODEL OF BODHIDARMA [ PSSP 1-23 ]  


                 IN CLASS MID TERM
13            MODELS OF THE PATRIARCHS [ PSSP 23-57 ]  
                MODEL OF THE SIXTH PATRIARCH  [ PSSP 58-88 ]

20            PLATFORM SUTRA [ PSSP 125-151 ]               PAPER DUE IN CLASS
27          PLATFORM SUTRA [ PSSP 151-183 ]  

 3 NOV  MODELS OF MAHAYANA MONKS [ BT 277-286, 345-54 ]

10 
 MODELS OF MAHAYANA MONKS [ BT 314-344 ]     
17            MODELS OF MAHAYANA MONKS [ BT 356-393 ]  FINAL REWRITES OF PAPER DUE IN CLASS
24            COMPARISONS AND CONSLUSIONS
  1 DEC   FINAL COMPARIOSONS

  8             FINAL CONCLUSIONS

Course SLOs:


1. Ability to interpret religious texts and other cultural phenomena (such as rituals, myths, architecture) that have religious presuppositions or implications. [class work, weekly assignments, paper]
2. Think empathetically and critically about conflicting religious claims. [class work, assignments
3. Ability to use cross-cultural methods of religious inquiry and analysis.[class work, assignments, paper]
 

SLOs for RS390. Buddhism
Students will be able to 

1. Identify and define the major Buddhist schools and their philosophies. 

 

2. Show an ability to analyze Buddhist texts and describe in detail the central teachings and practices of Buddhism.

 

3. Demonstrate an understanding of  the variations of Buddhism in the context of diverse Asian cultures.

 

4. Describe the growth of Buddhism in the West, especially in the United States.

General Education SLOs:Comparative Cultural Studies/ Gender, Race, Class, Ethnicity Studies and Foreign Languages
Goal: Students will understand the diversity and multiplicity of cultural forces that shape the world through the study of cultures, gender, sexuality, race, religion, class, ethnicities and languages with special focus on the contributions, differences, and global perspectives of diverse cultures and societies. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

1. Describe and compare different cultures; 

2. Explain how various cultures contribute to the development of our multicultural world; 

3. Describe and explain how race, ethnicity, class, gender, religion, sexuality and other markers of social identity impact life experiences and social relations; 

4. Analyze and explain the deleterious impact and the privileges sustained by racism, sexism, ethnocentrism, classism, homophobia, religious intolerance or stereotyping on all sectors of society; 

5. Demonstrate linguistic and cultural proficiency in a language other than English.

  Information Competence (GE Designation IC) 
 

Goal: Students will progressively develop information competence skills throughout their undergraduate career by developing a basic understanding of information retrieval tools and practices as well as improving their ability to evaluate and synthesize information ethically. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

1. Determine the nature and extent of information needed; 

2. Demonstrate effective search strategies for finding information using a variety of sources and methods; 

3. Locate, retrieve, and evaluate a variety of relevant information including print and electronic formats. 

4. Organize and synthesize information in order to communicate effectively; 

5. Explain the legal and ethical dimensions of the use of information. 

 

Writing Intensive (GE Designation WI) 
Goal: Students will develop their abilities to express themselves and the knowledge they have obtained through practicing various forms of writing within different disciplinary contexts. Writing intensive courses will build upon the skills gained in the Analytical Reading and Expository Writing section of Basic Skills. In each WI course students will be required to complete writing assignments totaling a minimum of 2500 words. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

1. Develop and clearly define their ideas through writing; 

2. Ethically integrate sources of various kinds into their writing; 

3. Compose texts through drafting, revising, and completing a finished product; 

4. Express themselves through their writing by posing questions, making original claims, and coherently structuring complex ideas; 

5. Revise their writing for greater cogency and clarity; 

6. Utilize adopted communication modes and documentation styles of specific disciplines (MLA, APA, Chicago, CBE, etc) where appropriate. 

Why Consider a Religious Studies Major, Double Major, or Minor?
Most students enjoy Religious Studies courses but wonder what they can do with a degree in Religious Studies.  Here are some answers.

1.      Go to graduate school, including Law School and Medical School.

2.      Learn important skills sought after by employers.

3.      Teach a variety of topics in the humanities and social sciences.

4.      Human Resources, Social Service, Law Enforcement, Ministry.

5.     Gain personal insight and knowledge to last a life time.

Come to my office hour and learn more about Religious Studies or contact the Department Chair, Dr. Rick Talbott at ex. 2741.

