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                                          Department of Religious Studies

RS 385

Hinduism                                                                                                       

Dr. Herman F.O.B. 230                                                                                        Email:Phyllis.k.herman@csun.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This class will cover the period from the earliest civilization on the South Asian subcontinent through the Classical Age and survey the developments in Hinduism in the Medieval and Modern tradition.  A special emphasis will be placed on the reading and understanding of primary texts.  The course lectures and discussions will trace certain basic concepts and ideas in Hinduism and note the historic influences contributing to religious practice in South Asia today.

Note: E-mail should be used for the following:

 * to alert me that you are confused about a concept and would like

 me to discuss it at the next class session

 * to communicate a personal concern.

E-mail should *not* be used to ask me:

 * to write you a summary of a class session you missed

 * to re-teach a concept online
REQUIRED BOOKS (all paperback):

Goodall, Hindu Scriptures
Ramanujan, Speaking of Shiva
Eck, Darshan
Narayan, The Mahabharata

Prime, The Ramayana: A Tale of Gods and Demons

Brown, The Song of the Goddess

OPTIONAL (paperback)

Sen, Grace and Mercy in her Wild Hair: Selected Poems to the Mother Goddess
WEEKLY  COURSE OUTLINE:

I. The Indus Valley Culture and the Indo-Europeans

         Access <http://www.harappa.com/>; read introduction, essay, and watch slideshow.

II. The Sacred Knowledge: The Vedas


Reading: Goodall, pp.3-37

III. The People of the Vedas

IV. Descriptions of the Sacrifice: The Brahmanas

V. Inner Meanings and Cosmic Speculation: The Upanishads


Goodall, pp.41-202

                                                                MIDTERM

VI. The Movement Toward Devotion: Vishnu, Shiva and the Great Goddess

VII. The Ramayana and the Hindu Epics

VIII. The Mahabharata 1.: The Five Brothers


The Mahabharata

IX. The Mahabharata 2.: The Revelations of the Lord


Goodall, pp.121-216

                                                                 MIDTERM

X. Devotion to Krishna


Goodall: pp.373-393
XI. Devotion to Shiva

Ramanujan, Speaking of Shiva
XII. Devotion to the Goddess


Optional: Grace and Mercy in her Wild Hair
XIII. The Yogic and Tantric Traditions


Goodall, pp.339-441

XIV. Modern Hinduism:              

                                                    Final Midterm

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  There will be three exams in this class: all of the exams are essay-style and require a Green Book. There will be a final midterm on the last day of instruction.  A short paper, 4-6 pages will also be required.

This essay should be in MLA format and use the primary texts provided in the course readings. This essay will be due on the last day of instruction.
Academic honesty is a core value at CSUN. As such, students are expected to perform their own work. When practiced, academic honesty ensures that all students are fairly graded. Cheating, plagiarism, and other dishonest practices undermine the educational process and will not be tolerated. Cheaters and all who assist them will be subject to disciplinary action with could result in suspension, expulsion, or other disciplinary actions.

RS 385 Hinduism Student Learning Objectives:

1. To gain an understanding of the prehistory of South Asia

2. To learn about the major scriptures and historical practices 

3. To trace the history of Hinduism as a cultural amalgamation 

4. To understand both the later texts and practices that emerge in modern-day Hinduism

5. To acquire an appreciation for Hindu culture and it’s various forms.

General Education Student Learning Outcomes: Upper Division Courses 
Students will: 

1. Explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and expression in one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures; 

2. Analyze, interpret, and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities; 

3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a demonstrated understanding and fluency of expressive forms; 

4. Demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative development within the arts and humanities; 

5. Use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, literature, philosophy, or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged; 

6. Describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged. 

