                               CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, NORTHRIDGE

                                         Department of Religious Studies
RS  304IC                                              Dr. Herman—phyllis.k.herman@csun.edu

Women and Religion                          Office Hours: MW 12:30-2:00

Santa Susana 230-ext. 3925

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is a study of and an historical investigation into the impact of various religious traditions on women’s lives.  We begin in pre-history with cultures that worshipped the sacred as feminine and continue with the gradual change to male-oriented traditions.  We will also examine the various contemporary and ‘alternative’ ideas about women, spirituality and gender identity. We will note the persistence of religious images in the ‘secular’ world. 

This course is designated ‘Information Competency:’ this means that you will be able to satisfy part of that requirement in the coursework. Information on this requirement will be provided at the end of the syllabus.

REQUIRED TEXTS:

RS 304 Reader, available at Northridge Stationary and Copy Center, 

                  9130 Reseda Blvd. Northridge. 818-775-0255

Gross, Feminism and Religion

Olsen, Carl, The Book of the Goddess

RECOMMENDED:

Any version of the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament 

WEEKLY COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS:

1. Women and Archaic Religion: The Goddesses and Matriarchy?

              Gross, Chapter One; Two; Three; Five; Olsen, Chapter One

2. Pre-Indo-European India and Crete: The Reign of the Goddess

3. The Goddess and the Indo-Europeans: The Persistence of Ideas

              reading: Reader, pp.142-167; 266-273; Olsen, Chapters 4 and 5

4. The Goddess in the Middle East


 reading:; Reader,pp.126-142; Olsen, Chapter Six
                                                                MIDTERM

5. Women and the Creation of the World: Genesis

           --                            Bring Hebrew Bible to class

6. The Ancient Hebrews and the Places for Women


 selections from the Hebrew Bible; Reader, pp.9-22

7. The Jesus Movement and the Places for Women


  Reader, p.44   --  Bring New Testament to class
8. Paul’s Teachings on Women


selections from Paul’s Letters; 

9. The Challenge of Gnosticism and the Formation of the Church

Reader, pp. 53-57, Reader, section on the ‘Gospel of Mary’ (Magdalene);          Olsen, Chapter Eight

                                                                 MIDTERM

10. The Rise of Marian Mysticism

 
Reader, pp. 61-63

11. Augustine: Sex, Politics and the Western World

12. Thomas Aquinas: The Last Word on Women


Reader, pp.67-69

13. Liberation Through Sisterhood: Hearing Women’s’ Voices


 Reader, 64-81; 236-242;

14.  Persecution of Witches: Stilling Women's Voices


 Reader, pp.78-83

                                                                 MIDTERM

15. The Protestant Reformation and the American Heritage

                Reader, 83-90

16. Trying to be Heard: American Women and Religion


  Reader, pp. 403-411; Gross, Chapter Four and Six

 Last Day of Instruction: Paper due AND Final Quiz
         (This is NOT the day of the final)    

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
All tests will require a Green Book of any size. The midterms will have short explanatory identifications and two larger essays. All answers must be in essay-style!                                                                                                   

As an Information Competency course, your writing comes in two forms: the midterm exams/final quiz and a paper. This paper must be 4-6 pages in length. Whether in class or privately we have to discuss your topic before you begin! You MUST use outsides sources; i.e. library research and you MUST use the Modern Languages Handbook (MLA) style. Points will be deducted for EVERY stylistic error!*

We will have a session in the library computer lab with the reference librarian for Religious Studies to help you with your work.

Evaluation of Student Performance/Grading: Attendance is highly recommended as most secondary material is from the lectures. The three midterms will count for 50% of your grade. The Quiz (there will be no final) will account for 15% while the research paper will count for 35%of your grade. I employ the +/- system of grading. If you miss a midterm, you can make it up on the last day of class after the quiz. 

Cheating and Plagiarism: Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. If you are caught, you will receive a failing grade for the course and be reported to the university for appropriate disciplinary action. Review the CSUN Catalogue definitions of plagiarism: use appropriate citations and style (MLA Handbook). Papers will be graded down if there are not proper citations!*
Information Competence (GE Designation IC):  

Goal: Students will progressively develop information competence skills throughout their undergraduate career by developing a basic understanding of information retrieval tools and practices as well as improving their ability to evaluate and synthesize information ethically. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

1. Determine the nature and extent of information needed; 

2. Demonstrate effective search strategies for finding information using a variety of sources and methods; 

3. Locate, retrieve, and evaluate a variety of relevant information including print and electronic formats. 

4. Organize and synthesize information in order to communicate effectively; 

5. Explain the legal and ethical dimensions of the use of information 

Student Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will be able to explain and reflect critically on the search for and evidence of the “feminine sacred” and its persistence, meaning, and expression in pre-history and history.
 2. Students will be able to demonstrate their basic use of strategies to analyze and interpret the roles, symbols and concepts of and about women in religion in oral and literary cultures.
3. Students will define the concepts of "religion" and "religious" as they particularly apply to women and religion.
 4. Students will demonstrate basic familiarity with select histories and contemporary experiences of women and religion in diverse global traditions.
5. Students will be able to analyze, interpret and reflect on the development of feminist theologies and theories in both the Western and Eastern religious traditions and societies.
6. Students will produce essays (following IC guidelines) on women and religion that utilize one or more of the several methodologies introduced in the course and the reading.

General Education Student Learning Outcomes:

Arts and Humanities 

Goal: Students will understand the rich history and diversity of human knowledge, discourse and achievements of their own and other cultures as they are expressed in the arts, literatures, religions, and philosophy. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

1. Explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and expression in one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures; 

2. Analyze, interpret, and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities; 

3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a demonstrated understanding and fluency of expressive forms; 

4. Demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative development within the arts and humanities; 

5. Use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, literature, philosophy, or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged; 

6. Describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged. 

_______________________________________________________________

Why Consider a Religious Studies Major, Double Major, or Minor?

Most students enjoy Religious Studies courses but wonder what they can do with a degree in Religious Studies.  Here are some answers:

1.  Go to graduate school, including Law School and Medical School.  Learn important skills sought after by employers.

2.  Teach a variety of topics in the humanities and social sciences.

      3.   Be employed in Human Resources, Social Service, Law Enforcement, Ministry.

      4.   Gain personal insight and knowledge to last a lifetime.  

For further information on becoming a major, double major or minor, please contact our Department Chair, Dr. Rick Talbott (ext. 2941 or rick.talbott@csun.edu) or speak with me.

