
Cali fo rn ia  Sta te  Univer s i t y  
RS 304:  Women and Rel i g ion  

Fal l  Semes t e r  2014 
 
 
Instructor:  Mary Jane O'Donnell, Ph.D.  
 
Ticket Number: 13649 
Classroom:  Sierra Hall, Room 314 
Course Day/Time: M-W/9:30 to 10:45 a.m. 
Office Hours: M-W/ 11:00 a.m. to 12 noon. 
Office: Santa Susana Hall 233 
Telephone: 818-677-2742 (Office hours only) 
Email: mjod@csun.edu 
 
Course  Descr ip t ion :  This course will explore the way in which women have been affected by the 
world’s various historical religious traditions as well as the reverse.  It will encompass both ancient 
and contemporary examples—primarily through autobiography and primary texts—of women’s roles 
in religion and society as well as the ways in which women have been placed—and have in turn 
placed themselves—within religious contexts in various historical cultural settings.  
 
 S tudent  Learn ing  Outcomes  fo r  RS 304:   

1. Students will be able to explain and reflect critically on the search for and evidence of 
the “feminine sacred” and its persistence, meaning, and expression in pre-history and 
history; 

2. Students will be able to demonstrate their basic use of strategies to analyze and interpret 
the roles, symbols and concepts of and about women in religion in oral and literary 
cultures; 

3. Students will define the concepts of "religion" and "religious" as they particularly apply 
to women and religion; 

4. Students will demonstrate basic familiarity with select histories and contemporary 
experiences of women and religion in diverse global traditions;  

5. Students will be able to analyze, interpret and reflect on the development of feminist 
theologies and theories in both the Western and Eastern religious traditions and 
societies; 

6. Students will produce essays (following IC guidelines) on women and religion that utilize 
one or more of the several methodologies introduced in the course and the reading. 

 
S tudent  Learn ing  Outcomes  fo r  RS 304 as  an  In format ion Competency  Course :  Students will 
progressively develop information competence skills throughout their undergraduate career by 
developing a basic understanding of information retrieval tools and practices as well as improving 
their ability to evaluate and synthesize information ethically.  This is an upper-division GE course 
that requires completion of writing assignments totaling a minimum of 2,500 words.  
 
Specifically, students will write essays for this class, which will demonstrate your ability to: 

1. Determine the nature and extent of information needed; 
2. Demonstrate effective search strategies for finding information using a variety of 

sources and methods; 
3. Locate, retrieve, and evaluate a variety of relevant information including print and 

electronic formats; 
4. Organize and synthesize information in order to communicate effectively; 
5. Explain the legal and ethical dimensions of the use of information. 



Student  Learn ing  Outcomes  fo r  Arts  and Humani t i e s :  Students will understand the rich history 
and diversity of human knowledge, discourse and achievements of their own and other cultures as 
they are expressed in the arts, literatures, religions, and philosophy. Students will:  

1. Explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and 
expression in 
one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures; 

2. Analyze, interpret, and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and 
expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities;  

3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a demonstrated 
understanding and fluency of expressive forms;  

4. Demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative development 
within the arts and humanities;  

5. Use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, 
literature, philosophy, or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within which 
a body of work was created or a tradition emerged;  

6. Describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work was 
created or a tradition emerged. 

 
Readings :  

! Women’s Studies in Religion: A Multicultural Reader by Kate Bagley and Kathleen McIntosh 
! An Anthology of Sacred Texts By and About Women, Serinity Young, ed. 

 
Ins t ruc tor  Of f i c e  Hours :   My office hours are posted above. I look forward to working with each of 
you in class and on an individual basis.  Therefore, I urge you to take advantage of my office hours. I 
am happy to discuss any aspect of this course with you, and help you with the assignments.  I 
especially urge you to see me if you are confused about the course or an assignment.  Really 
successful students ask questions! 
 
Course  Ass ignments :   

! Students MUST attend each class and read assigned readings for each class. The reading 
selections are listed in the Course Schedule (20% of your grade);  

! There will be six randomly given pop quizzes to ensure the thorough reading of each week’s 
assignments. You MUST have a Scantron with you each week in case we have a quiz.  (30% 
of your grade.)   

! Students will write three essays. More information re the essays on the RS 304 Moodle site. 
(45% of your grade.) 

! Students will work in assigned groups to make a presentation. (5% of your grade.) 
 

Course  Requir ements :  
! Attendance is mandatory.  Any absence must be excused in advance, or if that is not 

possible, must be accompanied by a documented explanation.  If a student has three or more 
unexcused absences, the student’s grade will be lowered by 20%.  

! You must be fully prepared for each class. All assignments must be read prior to the week 
they are assigned, and all readings must be brought to class.  

! You must fully participate in the class by asking/answering questions, fully participating in 
group discussion, and any other activity of the class.  

! If you are absent from class on a day in which there is a pop mini-exam, you will only be 
able to make up for this by writing a three-page detailed analysis of the central concepts in 
the material covered by the exam. 
 



! Please make sure you attend to your personal needs before or after the class.  You may not 
leave during class. No cell phones, texting, or Internet use for anything other than class 
work.  

! All papers must be written according to basic scholarly standards appropriate for university 
level work.  Not only does this include proper citation as well as grammar, punctuation, and 
syntax, but also serious reflection on your topic.  There are many sources to help you with 
your writing assignments.  The most important is the Writing Program at CSUN’s Learning 
Resource Center, which is on the 3rd floor/East Wing of the Oviatt Library. For more 
information, go to: http://www.csun.edu/undergraduate-studies/learning-resource-
center/writing-center-and-freshman-writing-lab   

! All papers/assignments must be turned in or posted on Moodle on the date listed.  Unless 
students present a written and documented reason why an assignment is late or will be late, 
which is accepted by the instructor, the grade will be deducted one letter grade per day. 

! Any evidence of plagiarism will result in a failing grade, certainly for the item plagiarized, but 
also for the course.  

 
Grading :   Plus/Minus Grading will be used. 

! Class participation and attendance:  20% 
! Group Presentation: 5% 
! Six (6) pop quizzes: 30% (5% each) 
! Three (3) Essays: 45% (15% each) 

 
Lett e r  Grades :  

! 95-100   A 
! 90-94  A- 
! 87-89  B+ 
! 83-86  B 
! 80-82  B- 
! 77-79  C+ 
! 73-76  C 
! 70-72  C- 
! 60-69  D 

 
 
Course  Schedu le :  
 
Week 1:   August  25-27 

! August  25:  Introduction 
! August  27:  Read Introduction to Women’s Studies in Religion: A Multicultural Reader, pages 1-

18 
 

Week 2:  September  1-3 
! September  1 :  Labor Day/No Class 
! September  3 :  Read:  Introduction to An Anthology of Sacred Texts By and About Women, ix-

xxvii. 
 
Week 3:  September  8-10 

! September  8 :  Class will meet with Susanna Eng-Ziskin, religious studies specialist, at the 
Oviatt Library in Lab B from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m.  Subject:  how to conduct research for RS 
304 research papers. 

! September  10:   Group Presentation: Judaism 



 
Week 4:   September  15-17 

! September  15:  Starting from Experience: Chung Hyun Kyung and Leila Ahmed, pages 19-
47 

! September  17:  Group Presentation: Christianity 
 
Week 5:  September  22-24 

! September  22:  Personal Narratives: Jacquelyn Grant, Inés Hernández-Ávila, pages 48-64. 
! September  24:  Group Presentation: Islam 

 
o Firs t  Paper  Due September  26:  Pos t  on  Moodle  by  11 p .m.  

 
Week 6:  September  29-October  1 

! September  29:  Personal Narratives:  Kwok Pui-lan, Fran Leeper Buss, and Ryiah Lilith, 
pages 65-95 

! October  1 :  Group Presentation: Ancient Near East, Greece, and Rome 
 
Week 7:   October  6-8 

! October  6 :  Confronting Tradition:  Carol P. Christ, Mary Daly and Margaret R. Miles, pages 
97-127 

! October  8 :  Group Presentation: Northern European Paganism 
 
Week 8:  October  13-15 

! October  13:  Frances E. Wood, Darice Jones, and Riffat Hassan, 128-149 
! October  15 : Attend Maggie Anton lecture: “Women's Surprisingly Prominent Role in 

Ancient Jewish Magic.”  
 
Week 9:  October  20-22 

! October  20:  Riffat Hassan, Carol P. Christ, 149-174 
! October  22 : Shamanism and Tribal Religions 

 
Week 10:   October  27-29 

! October  27:  Judith Plaskow, Jennifer Bleyer, and Pat Mora, 174-188 
! October  29:   Group Presentation: Hinduism 

 
o Second Paper  Due on October  31:  Pos t  on  Moodle  by  11 p .m.  

 
Week 11:  November3-5 

! November  3 : Embodying Hope: Nelle Morton, Sandra Cisneros, 189-201 
! November  5 : Group Presentation: Buddhism 

 
Week 12:  November  10-12 

• November  10:  Gary David Comstock, Judith Plaskow, 201-220 
• November  12:  Group Presentation: Confucianism 

 
Week 13:  November  17-19 

! November  17: Ellen Cronan Rose, Rosemary Radford Ruether, 220-238 
! November  19 : Group Presentation: Taoism 

 
Week 14:  November  24-26 

! Thanksgiving/No classes. 



Week 15:  December  1-3 
! December  1 :  Work on Final Paper 
! December  3 :  Recap of Class 

 
Week 16:  December  8  

! December  8 :  Final Class 
 

o Third Paper  Due on December  8 :  Pos t  on Moodle  by  11 p .m.  
 
 
No Fina l  Exam 
 
Impor tant  to  no t e :  This syllabus is subject to change. I will make every effort to notify you in 
advance about any changes. 
 
DRES:  If you have a disability and need accommodations, please register with the Disability 
Resources and Educational Services (DRES) office or the National Center on Deafness (NCOD). 
The DRES office is located in Bayramian Hall, room 110 and can be reached at 818/677-2684. 
NCOD is located on Bertrand Street in Jeanne Chisholm Hall and can be reached at 818/677-2611. 
If you would like to discuss your need for accommodations with me, please contact me to set up an 
appointment.  


