R S 100 ; Spring 2015   INTRODUCTION TO RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Tu/ Th 2:00PM - 3:15PM

Sierra Hall 390

Dr. Saba Soomekh

ssoomekh@yahoo.com
Office Hours: Tu/ Thursday; 3:30-4:30 pm; SN #419
Course Description

This course begins by looking at the study of religion and how we define religion. We will apply different approaches to the study of religion, (historical, sociological, psychological) by surveying some of the many religions that flourish in the world and of the people who live them. The course examines the religions of Jews, Protestants, Catholics and Muslims.  It introduces new American religions like Latter-day Saints and Christian Science.  It looks at the different forms of Asian religions, such as Hinduism, Buddhism, and Sikhism. The course emphasizes how each religion incorporates the mythological, territorial, bodily, ritual and temporal boundaries within the tradition thus making one’s religious identity. Throughout the different religions, we will incorporate different theorist within the study of religion.

Student Learning Objectives:

Study of the elements of religion and selected contemporary religious issues. Examines such subjects as myth and ritual, the sacred and profane, dreams and theophanies, priests and prophets, science and religion, history and religion, and the possibility of religious faith today. 

1. Students will be able to recognize and to articulate (orally and in writing) the difference between an academic approach to religion and a personal, devotional approach. 

 

2. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in recognizing the major contributors to the modern study of religion and their models/theories from philosophy, theology, the history of religions, and the social sciences.  

 

3. Students will be able to understand the following terms in their conventional, popular usage, and then discuss the variety of ways that religious studies scholars have critiqued, expanded, or problematized these: religion, religious, myth, ritual, symbol, philosophy, subjectivity, objectivity, secular/secularization, cult, sect, mysticism, theism, atheism, polytheism, monotheism, spirituality, magic, paganism, animism, canon, religious violence, post-colonialism, individualistic compared to community-based religions.

 

4. Students will be able to explain and give basic examples of the social function of religion with regard to gender, ethnicity, and nationality.

 

5. Students will be able to recognize religiosity in an aspect of modern culture such as different forms of media, art, music, films, politics, sports, and the public discourse on science. 


6. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in describing two specific religious traditions (perhaps one from North America, one outside of it), including their historical development, major beliefs and practices, and demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in interpreting religious texts and rituals from each religious tradition.

GE SLOs:

Arts and Humanities

Goal: Students will understand the rich history and diversity of human knowledge, discourse and achievements of their own and other cultures as they are expressed in the arts, literatures, religions, and philosophy.

Student Learning Outcomes

Students will: 1.
Explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and expression in one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures; 

2. Analyze, interpret, and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and

expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities; 

3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a

demonstrated understanding and fluency of expressive forms; 

4.Demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative

development within the arts and humanities; 

5. Use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, literature, philosophy, or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged;

 6. Describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged.
Course Requirements
Exams: 25% each (There will be 3 exams)

Class attendance and active participation including two fieldtrips: 25%

There will be 3 exams given through out the semester.  The exams will be a combination of multiple choice, short answers, and an essay.  I will provide details about format prior to each exam. 

Grading
I hope it goes without saying that grades are something that you earn, not that I give.  I will use the typical 10% block grading scale (A=90% and above, B=80-89%, etc.).  I take your performance seriously and hope that you will too.  If at any time you are concerned about your progress in this class, please let me know so we can address and hopefully resolve your concerns.

Letter Grade Assignments

	Percent 
	Letter Grade 

	94 - 100 
	A 

	90 - 93 
	A- 

	87 - 89 
	B+ 

	83 - 86 
	B 

	80 - 82 
	B- 

	77 - 79 
	C+ 

	73 - 76 
	C 

	70 - 72 
	C- 

	67 - 69 
	D+ 

	63 - 66 
	D 

	60 - 62 
	D- 

	< 60 
	F 


Format and Resources

Class format will include lectures and discussions, as well as fieldtrips.  At times the course will be very reading intensive and at other times, there will be a lighter reading load.  I will also lecture on material that is not in the readings, yet you are held accountable for this material and will DEFINITELY see it on exams.   I will NOT put my lectures on the web nor will I lend them out to students; thus you will find that it is in your best interest to be here for lectures.  I do not believe in giving “pop quizzes” yet if it becomes clear that the class has stopped reading the assignments in a timely fashion, unannounced reading quizzes will become a part of your grade. 

Attendance
Your presence is incredibly important in the class, therefore, I WILL take attendance and more than ONE unexcused absences will affect your grade.  Borderline grades will largely be determined by class participation.  Perhaps it goes without saying that if you are not here, you cannot participate.  If, however, you are sick or have had some form of personal crisis and must miss, I ask that you contact me prior to class. If you are late to class, it is YOUR responsibility to let me know AFTER class so I can give you credit for attendance. If you miss an exam, again, it is your responsibility to let me know ASAP. The only excuse for missing an exam is a valid doctor’s note!
Class Participation

When in class, cell phones Must be off. I do not want to see anyone text messaging or leaving the class in order to answer the phone or to send a text message.  Students who bring their computers to class may only use them to take notes.  E-mailing and/or playing computer games are not acceptable (and yes, I can tell!)

Site trips

You are required to attend two religious sites for the class.  You can attend any Mosque, Synagogue or Gurdwara that you wish (these are just suggestions). Your attendance at these sites is a part of your participation grade. You may go on your own or with a group from class and each of you are to type a 1 page paper describing the site trip. 

Locations:

- Sinai Temple: Saturday
10400 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, 90024 - (310) 474-1518 (This is NOT the Sephardic Temple on Wilshire Blvd.).




OR
- Valley Beth Shalom

15739 Ventura Blvd.

Encino, CA 91436

(818) 788-6000
-  Islamic Center of Southern California : Friday, 
434 S Vermont Ave, Los Angeles, 90020 - (213) 382-9200.
                                   Or

-  Islamic Center Northridge: Friday http://goicn.com/
11439 Encino Ave

Granada Hills, CA 91344

(818) 360-3500
- Sikh Gurdwara: Sunday
 15724, Nordhoff Street
North Hills, CA 91343
Required Texts

The course is structured around two texts listed below:

(1) Jacob Nuesner ed., World Religions in America: Fourth Edition, Louisville, 

Westminster John Knox Press, 2003.

(2) Intro to Rel. course reader: Available at Northridge Graphics and Printing Services; 9130 B. Reseda Blvd. Northridge, 91325. #818-775-0255.

(3) Readings from Nine Theories of Religion that I will send to you via email.

**Please bring the reader with you to lectures; we will be doing close readings out of it in class**

If you need extra help to improve you academic performance, I strongly suggest taking advantage of The Learning Resource Center: The Learning Resource Center (LRC), located in 408 Bayramian Hall, or # 677-2033.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
If you need alternative testing accommodations, please provide forms for me from The Center on Disabilities, located at 110 Bayramian Hall, #677-2684.

Academic Integrity Policy
Academic dishonesty, such as cheating or plagiarism, will result in failure on the assignment and may result in failure in the course. I will report all instances of Academic Dishonesty to the Office of Student Affairs.
**This syllabus represents the intended course of study for the semester, but it may be changed at the discretion of the advisor**

T, Jan. 20:

Introduction

Th, Jan. 22:

Introduction to the study of religion
 Reader: “The Elephant in the Dark;” Catherine Albanese, in America: Religions and Religion, Book pages 1-19

PDF: Readings on Emile Durkheim from “Society as the Sacred”

Exploring Religion and Analyzing Worldviews

Reader: Ninian Smart’s “Exploring Religion and Analyzing Worldviews” in Worldviews: Crosscultural Explorations of Human Beliefs, pg. 11-32

T, Jan 27:

Judaism

Nuesner: Ch. 7: “Judaism in the World and in America;” p.123- 142.

Reader: Michael Lotker’s “A Christian’s Guide to Judaism;” 
Th, Jan. 29 

Judaism Continued

PDF: Readings  on William Jame’s from “The Verdict of Religious Experience”

T, Feb. 3:

Judaism continued

Th, Feb. 5:

-  Catholics
Nuesner: Ch. 4: “The Catholics in the World and in America;” p. 66-77.

Reader:  Catherine Albanese’s The American Saga of Catholicism, in America: Religions and Religion; Book pages 85-100.

PDF: Readings on Sigmund Freud from “Religion and Personality”
T, Feb. 10:

Protestant Christianity

Nuesner: Ch. 2: “Protestant Christianity in the World and in America;” p. 29- 53.

Reader: Catherine Albanese, Institutionalizing the Mission Mind; in America: Religions and Religion; Book pages 159-174.

PDF: Readings on Max Weber from “A Source of Social Action”

Th, Feb. 12:

Review for Exam #1: Intro to rel., Judaism, Catholicism, Protestant Christianity

T, Feb. 17:

Exam #1

Th, Feb. 19:

Islam

Nuesner: Ch. 8: “Islam in the World and in America;” pg. 143-158
Islam

Reader: Newsweek Article “Islam in America”

T, Feb. 24:

Islam continued

Th, Feb. 26:

Islam continued

T, March 3:

Hinduism

Nuesner: Ch. 10: “Hinduism in India and in America;” p. 179-198.

Reader: Diana Eck’s “Negotiating Hindu Identities in America;” in The South Asian Religious Diaspora in Brit., Canada, and the US. Book pages 219-237.

Th, March 5:

Hinduism continued

Reader: Stephen Prothero’s “Mother India’s Scandalous Swamis;” in Religions of the United States in Practice; Book pages 418- 432.

T, March 10:

Hinduism continued

PDF: Readings on Clifford Geertz from “Religion as a Cultural System”

Th, March 12:

Buddhism

Nuesner: Ch. 11: “Buddhism in the World and in America;” p. 199-212 .

Reader: James William Coleman’s “The New Buddhism: The Western Transformation of an Ancient Tradition. Book pages 194-215.

T, March 17:

Buddhism continued

Th, March 19:

Sikhism

Reader: “Sikhism” in the Encyclopedia of Religions; Book pages 315-320.

Reader: Gurinder Singh Mann’s “Beliefs and Devotional Life;” in Sikhism; Book pages 72-92; Reader: Gurinder Singh Mann’s “Sikhism in the United States of America;” in The South Asian Religious Diaspora; Book pages 259-273.
T, March 24: No Class

Th, March 26:

Review for Exam #2 (Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism)

T, March 31: No Class: Cesar Chavez Holiday

Th, Apr. 2:

Exam #2 

T, Apr. 7: No Class: Spring Break

Th, Apr. 9: No Class- Spring Break

T, Apr. 14:

Latter Day Saint Religion

 Nuesner: Ch. 18: “Latter-day Saint (Mormons) Religion in America and in the World;” p. 333- 352.

Reader:  David Van Biema’s “The Empire of the Mormons;” Article pages 50-57
Th, Apr. 16:

World Religions Made in the USA
Nuesner: Ch. 14: “Metaphysical Communities—Christian Science and Theosophy”

p. 251-269

Reader: Susan Hill Lindley’s “The Ambiguous Feminism of Mary Baker Eddy;” Book pages 318-330.

T, Apr. 21:

Religion and Politics in America

Nuesner, Ch. 21 “Religion and Politics in America” pg. 399-412

Th, Apr. 23:

Review

T, Apr. 28:

Review

Th, Apr. 30:

Review

T, May 5:

Review for Exam #3: LDS, Metaphysical communities and Religion and Politics

Th, May 7: Final 

Study Guide for Exam #1

- Reader: Michael Lotker’s “ A Christian’s Guide to Judaism”

1. - Holocaust

2. - 70 CE





3. - 3rd wave of Jewish immigration

4. - 1st wave of Jewish immigration


5. - Sephardim




6. - Zionism

7. - 2nd wave of Jewish immigration


8. - Protestant denomination 

9. - Ashkenazim





10. - “pure Church”



11. - John Calvin

12. - German Jewry

13. - The Torah




14. - Martin LutherSunrise Dance

15. - Lutheran Reforms




16. -  The Word


17. – Puritans

18. - Pilgrims


19. - Calvin’s Reformation






20. - Congregationalist

21. - Oral Traditions







22.   Methodists

23. - Bodily








24. - Quakers

25. - Great Awakening




26. -  Enlightenment



27. - Protestant Beliefs

28. - Catholic influence on Protestants     

29. - Protestant Bible



30. - Grace

31. - Guilt





32. - Priesthood of all believers


33. - Ecumenical movement



34. -Stewardship




35. -Praying

36. - role of women in church


37. – Max Wever and Protestant ethic

38. - Conservative Protestants


39. - Liberal Protestants

40. - Cosmogonic myths



41. - Tanakh





42. - Jewish concept of God

43. - Oral Torah





44. - Mishnah

45. - Talmud





46. - Sabbath

47. - Temporal





48. - Rituals





49. - Zuni myth and itiwana



50. - Synagogue





51. - Rosh Hashanah

52. - Yom Kippur 




53. - Shofar

54. - Myths





55. Brit Milah




56. - Passover





57. - Channukah

58. - Traditions





59. -Bar/Bat Mitzvah

60. - Ordinary Religions



61. - Kashrut/ Kosher

62. - Extraordinary Religions



63. - Kippah

64. -- Tallit

65. - Creed 





66. - Tzitzit

67. - Codes 





68. - Tefillin

69. - Mezzuza

70. - Cultus





71. - Holy Ark

72. - Communities




73. - Eternal light

74. - Cantor

75. - Oneness of religion



76. - Hasidic Judaism

77. Catholicism: Religion of Immigrants

78. Irish Catholics






79. Feminist Theology

80. View of the Pope





81.  German Catholics

82. Catholic Church’s Ecumenical Relationships

83. Polish Catholics

84. Italian Catholics

85. Hispanic Catholics

86. New Catholic immigrants

87. Catholic Ethnicity

88. Catholic Pluralism

89. Attitude of immigrants to the Cath. Church

Study Guide #2

**READ: James William Coleman’s “The New Buddhism: The Western Transformation of an Ancient Tradition.

And Newsweek Article “Islam in America

1. Hinduism and Orthopraxy



2.  Siddartha Gautama

3. Development of Hinduism

 

4. Middle Path

5. Indus Valley cult


 

6. Buddha

7. Brahmanical Period


 

8. Dharma

9. Sanskrit





10.  Four Noble Truths

11. Caste system



 

12. Samgha

13. Ritual Sacrifice


 

14. Monk’s role

15. Aryans




 

16. Community’s role

17. Vedas




 

18. Stupa

19. Brahmanas


 

20. Pari-nirvana

21. Aranyakas



 

22. Buddhist view of God

23. Upanishads



 

24. Mahayana Buddhism

25. Shruti Texts



 

26. bodhisattva

27. Yoga




 

28. Celestial bodhisattvas

29. Bhakti




 

30. Buddhist holidays and festivals

31. Buddhist and Shramana Period
 

32. Sikh


33. Dharmashastras


 

34. Bhakti influence on Sikhism

35. Ramayana



 

36. Guru Nanak

37. Buddhism



 

38. “There is no Hindu, there is no Muslim”

39. Mahabarata



 

40. God in Sikhism

41. Response of Brahmin priest to Shramana period in Hinduism

42. Devotional cults


 

43. Om


44. Puja






45. Sikh version of Moksha

46. Vaishnava





47. Kirtan

48. Shaiva




 

49. What Guru Nanak disapproved of


50. Classical Hindu Period

 

51. Guru Arjun

52. Smriti texts



 

53. Adi Granth/Granth Sahim

54. Puranas



 

55. Golden Temple

56. Brahma





57. Gurdwara

58. Visnu




 

59. Langar

60. Siva




 

61. Guru Gobind Singh

62. Avatar




 

63. The 5 Ks

64. Karma




 

65. Singh

66. Samsara





67. Kaur

68. Moksha



 

69. Khalsa (hood)

70. Correct Disciplines: knowledge, action, devotion

71. Muslim influence on Hinduism
 

72. Women in Sikhism

73. Swami Vivekananda


 

74. Sikh Festivals

75. Gandhi






76. Sikhs and their migration to America

77. Know the changes that occurred with Revised “export” Hindusim

78. Know the 5 types of Hinduism in America


79. Astrology/ Horoscopes

 

80. “American Sikhs” 

81. Hindu festivals and Holidays

Islam study guide:

1. Sunni



38.Kaba





2. Shii (Shite)


39. Feast of Sacrifice



3. Muslim Population

40. Haji





4. Islam



41. Muslims in America



5. Arabic



42. African American Muslims


6. Qur’an 


43. Elijah Muhammad



7. Ummah


44. Nation of Islam



8. Muslim


45. Warith Muhammad



9. Allah



46.Louis Frakhan




10. Muhammad


47. Jihad





11. Muslim God


48. Women in Islam



12. Muslim Prophets

49. Hejab




13. Abraham


50. Ramadan




14. Jesus



51. Hijra






15. Ishmael


52. Imam

16. Mecca





17. Medina




18. Saudi Arabia




19. Arabian community before Islam 

20. Muhammad’s revelations


21. Muslim calendar



22. 622 C.E.




23. Hadiths




24. Shariah




25. Mosques




26. Ulama





27. 4 Caliphs




28. Abu Bakr




29. Umar





30. Uthman




31. Ali





32. The 5 Pillars of Islam



33. Shahada




34. Salat





35. Zakat





36. Siyam





37. Hajj





Prof. Saba Soomekh

Study Exam #3

· Read in your reader : “The Ambiguous Feminism of Mary Baker Eddy,” and “The Empire of the Mormons.”

1. LDS missions 

2. Metaphysical






3.  LDS stewardship

4. “The Doctrine and Covenants”



5.  LDS community

6. The Theosophical Tradition

 

7. Significance of 1978 for LDS

8. Occult



9. Krishnamurti





10. Spiritual Master/Mahatma




11. Religious Syncretism in Theosophy

12. The Book of Mormon


 

13. Moroni

14. Joseph Smith




 

Mental Healing

15.  Salt Lake City, Utah

16. LDS view of Zion

17. Mary Baker Eddy

18. Church of Christ Science

19. Gender roles in LDS community

20. Helena Petrovna Blavatsky

21. LDS beliefs

22. Lamanite

23. Eddy’s Critiques

24. Hispanic Catholics

25. LDS Temple

26. Universal Brotherhood of Humanity

27. Massachusetts Metaphysical College

28. “The Pearl of Great Price”

29. LDS identity

30. Henry Steel Olcott

31. “Book of Mormon”

32. Individual Spiritual Quest

33. Endowment

34. Heavenly Mother

35. LDS’ view of marriage

36. LDS Baptism

First Fieldtrip

Location

Sinai Temple

10400 Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles, Ca. 90024

(310) 474-1518

**You should use Mapquest for exact directions**

When: Saturday, 

Time: 10:30-12

Meeting:  We will meet at 10:30 AM in front of the synagogue on the corner of Beverly Glen and Wilshire (big white building).  We will have our bags checked by the security guard and then proceed inside to the main sanctuary.

Parking: The best place to park is on the street on Beverly Glen and definitely try to carpool!

Clothing Attire: This is a religious place so please dress appropriately, as you would in any house of worship.  Women can wear shirts, pants, skirt (not too short), or a dress.  Men do not have to wear a suite but nice slacks and shirt/sweater would be the most appropriate.  Please, do not wear jeans, tank tops, flip-flops, revealing clothes etc.  When we enter the main sanctuary, the men will have to put on a kippah = Jewish skullcap—which will be provided outside the sanctuary.

Attitude: Remember, go into this as a student of religion practicing epoche.  You do not have to sing along or partake in the rituals (kissing the Torah, bowing, covering your eyes—if you do that is great and entirely up to you).  Please stand when the congregation is told to rise.  Be aware of all the rituals and objects we studied in class—the mezuzah, Torah, eternal light, arc, cantor rabbi—the way the congregation prays, who is there, what is their background (Ashkenazi/ Sephardic)

When we enter the synagogue, please make sure all cell phones/beepers are off!

Second Fieldtrip

Sikh Gurdwara

When: Sunday, 

Where: Nanak Sadan Sikh Temple

15724, Nordhoff Street
North Hills, CA 91343
When: 12:00-1:30 pm (langar will be served afterwards)

Meeting: We will meet in front of the Gurdwara; again, please grab any type of pamphlet or paper that is given so I have proof of your attendance.

Dress Attire: Both men and women need to have their heads covered.  Ladies, you should bring your own scarf or shawl to cover your heads.  Men, bring any type of bandana.  If you should forget, their will be head coverings available for both men and women.  You will be sitting on the floor with your shoes off, so dress comfortably but conservatively.  Ladies, you do not have to wear skirts but instead comfortable pants that enable you to cross your legs.  Please, again, no tank tops or revealing clothes.  Dress nice but comfortable.  Please no T-shirts.

Attitude: Observe as a student of religion and you are not required to do anything that makes you uncomfortable in any way.  

Please make sure all cell phones are off in the Gurdwara

Mosque Fieldtrip

Location: Islamic Center of Southern California; 434 S Vermont Ave, Los Angeles, 90020 - (213) 382-9200

Date:  Friday, 

Time: 12:45 –1:45 pm

Parking: On the street. Definitely try to carpool

Clothing Attire: It is VERY important that everyone dresses appropriately.  Absolutely no T-shirts or tank-tops. Everyone must wear long sleeve shirts and ladies can wear a skirt or pants. The center has politely stressed that the ladies do not wear “belly shirts” or pants that are cut too low, exposing your back-side when sitting.  Women should bring a shawl to cover their hair.  

Attitude:  This is a wonderful opportunity. Take some time to observe the Mosque, the prayers, which direction everyone is facing, how people are dressed and how it expresses their ethnic origins.  You are not required to pray or prostrate, however, please stand up and sit down when the congregation does. 
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