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COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to introduce students to the study of religion and will demonstrate the importance of the field of Religious Studies to the overall study of humanity.  This semester, the course will be divided into three sections: in the first, we will survey the history of the study of religion and address methodological considerations; in the second, we will study some of the key universal and particular elements of religions themselves; in the last third of the semester, we will deal ideas of civil religion and sports in the U.S. The class itself will also be divided into three interlocking parts: there will be films, documentary and popular, there will be lectures and there is assigned reading. All aspects of the class require a prior reading of the assignment and consistent presence in the classroom.

REQUIRED BOOKS:

Paden,  Religious Worlds

Sexton, Baseball as a Road to God: Seeing Beyond the Game
WEEKLY COURSE OUTLINE AND READINGS;

1. The History of the Study of Religion

Reading: Paden, Intro. and Chapter 1

2. Twentieth Century Methodologies and Religious Studies Today

 Reading: Paden, Ch. 2

3.  Different Worlds

Reading: Paden, Ch. 3; Loftin, Part One 

4.   Myths and the Creation of Worlds

              Paden, Ch. 4; Loftin, Part One; in-class film

                                               MIDTERM
5.   Rituals and the Maintenance of Worlds

            Paden, Ch. 5

6.  Gods and Goddesses

Paden, Ch. 6

7.  Technicians and Specialists of the Sacred

 
In-class film

8.   Systems of Purity and Pollution

              Paden, Ch. 7

                                                                MIDTERM

9.    Finding and Creating a New World: Introduction to Civil Religion

10.    Sports and Civil Religion


Evans, Selected readings

11.    In-class film: “Field of Dreams”


Evans, Selected readings

12.     In-class films: “Varsity Blues”

                                                                 FINAL
      There are three written exams given in this course, consisting of two midterms and a final.  All the exams have the same format and they require the purchase of a Scantron form and a small Green Book. The final grade in the class depends not only on these tests, but also on in-class group participation. There are NO ‘makeup’ exams; instead, the Final will include questions covering the information on the missed test.

All students are required to visit THREE religious sites: suggestions are on the last pages. Instructions are on the last pages of this syllabus.
Student Learning Objectives
1. Students will be able to recognize and to articulate (orally and in writing) the difference between an academic approach to religion and a personal, devotional approach. 

2. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in recognizing the major contributors to the modern study of religion and their models/theories from philosophy, theology, the history of religions, and the social sciences. 

3. Students will be able to understand the following terms in their conventional, popular usage, and then discuss the variety of ways that religious studies scholars have critiqued, expanded, or problematized these areas: religion, religious, myth, ritual, symbol, philosophy, subjectivity, objectivity, secular/secularization, cult, sect, mysticism, theism, atheism, polytheism, monotheism, spirituality, magic, paganism, animism, canon, religious violence, post-colonialism, individualistic compared to community-based religions.

4. Students will be able to explain and give basic examples of the social function of religion with regard to gender, ethnicity, and nationality.

5. Students will be able to recognize religiosity in an aspect of modern culture such as different forms of media, art, music, films, politics, sports, and the public discourse on science. 

6. Students will be able to demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in describing two specific religious traditions (perhaps one from North America, one outside of it), including their historical development, major beliefs and practices, and demonstrate a basic level of proficiency in interpreting religious texts and rituals from each religious tradition.

General Education Goal

Students will understand the rich history and diversity of human knowledge, discourse and achievements of their own and other cultures as they are expressed in the arts, literatures, religions, and philosophy.

General Education Student Learning Objectives, Arts and Humanities:

1. Students will explain and reflect critically upon the human search for meaning, values, discourse and expression in one or more eras/stylistic periods or cultures.
2. Students will analyze, interpret, and reflect critically upon ideas of value, meaning, discourse and expression from a variety of perspectives from the arts and/or humanities; 
3. Produce work/works of art that communicate to a diverse audience through a demonstrated understanding and fluency of expressive forms; 
4. Students will demonstrate ability to engage and reflect upon their intellectual and creative development within the arts and humanities; 
5. Students will be able to use appropriate critical vocabulary to describe and analyze works of artistic expression, literature, philosophy, or religion and a comprehension of the historical context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged; 
6. Students will learn to describe and explain the historical and/or cultural context within which a body of work was created or a tradition emerged.
SITE VISIT GUIDE

RS 100 Suggested Places for Site Visits

If possible, attend one sports event during the semester: baseball, basketball, football, etc.

Field trips to places of worship/sporting event:

     At each of the three places that you visit during the semester, you are to observe and write a one page summary answering the questions below (last day of instruction)

the evidence (or not) of myth

  evidence (or not) of ritual

sacred space

representations (or not) of the sacred

attitudes of worshippers

Hinduism: Venkateswara Temple

                  1600 Las Virgines Canyon Road

                   Calabasas, Ca.

                   Hindu Temple Society

                  18700 Roscoe Blvd.

                   Northridge

                   Hindu Temple and Indian Cultural Center

                   21213 Devonshire Blvd.

                   Chatsworth

Buddhism: Hsi Lai Buddhist Temple

                   3456 Glenmark Drive

                   Hacienda Heights, Ca

                   West Los Angeles Buddhist Church

                   2003 Corinth Avenue

                   West L.A.

                   Wat Thai Temple

                   Corner of Coldwater Canyon and Roscoe Blvd.

Judaism: Stephen S. Wise Reform Temple

                15500 Stephen Wise Dr. (Mulholland and 405)

                 Los Angeles

                  Valley Beth Shalom Temple

                  15739 Ventura Blvd,

                  Encino

                  Sinai Temple

                 10400 Wilshire Blvd, West L.A.

Christianity: Our Lady of Lourdes Church

                       18405 Superior Street, Northridge

Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church

                       15444 Nordhoff Street

                       Northridge

                       St. Sophia Greek Orthodox Church

                      1324 South Normandie

                       Los Angeles

                       Any Protestant Church

Islam:  The Islamic Center of Granada Hills

             11439 Encino Ave. (corner of Encino and Rinaldi)

             Granada Hills

             The Islamic Center of Southern California

             434 South Vermont Avenue

             Los Angeles

Please note: For all visits, please wear regular ‘church’ clothing (Hindu temple: clothes comfortable to sit on the floor, if need be). For Islamic centers or mosque, women need to wear loose pants or full skirt and bring a large scarf for head covering. Please bring at least one dollar to all sites as an offering. 

