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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES – Approved 10/1/09
September 3, 2009
University Hall, Room 277
Members Present:  Bendavid, Broussard, Chong, Dungey, Frehlich, Hellenbrand, Lien, Matos (Chair), Spector, Stepanek, Swerkes, Wolfbauer (Recording Secretary)
Members Absent:  None
Guests:  A. Pacheco, V. Pedone
President Matos called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.
1.
Approval of Minutes

MSP to approve the Minutes of April 30, 2009, June 26, 2009, July 16, 2009, July 24, 2009 and August 3, 2009 with a few minor corrections on some.
2.
Announcements
a. Abel Pacheco, the new AS President was introduced to the Executive Committee.  He mentioned that two things he wished to accomplish this year are to make advisement better for students and to make textbooks more affordable to students.  Pacheco said he plans to attend the Faculty Senate meetings this academic year.
b. Russel Statham, the student trustee on the California State University Board of Trustees will be visiting the campus on Friday, September 11.   Executive Committee members were invited to attend a reception in the Trustee’s honor at 3:30 pm on the second-floor center breezeway of University Hall.
c. Matos will miss the September 17th Senate Meeting.  Spector will chair the meeting in her absence.
d. Spector announced that Freshman Convocation will take place on the Oviatt Lawn at 6:00 pm.  Steve Lopez will be speaking with faculty and staff about his book at 4:00 pm in the Library Presentation Room.

3.
General Education Task Force Report

Vicki Pedone, Chair of GE Governance Task Force


Link to report:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/SEC/gecouncil9309.doc

Pedone explained that the GE Governance Task force was formed at the request of the Senate Executive Committee to decide how recertification of all current and new GE courses and the oversight of assessment and program reviews should be handled.  As the report explains, research was conducted and a wide range of institutions were examined.  The Task Force reached a unanimous decision to recommend that a new campus body be created to direct and oversee the General Education program on the campus.

Hellenbrand suggested that we have Institutional Research look at GE gateway courses to see how students are doing in their upper division GE.   Discussion took place on whether this was the right time to make this decision given that faculty are on furloughs.   It was decided to have Vickie Pedone present the GE Task Force Report to the Senate for input and feedback with a cover memo reminding the Senators to consult with their Colleges and Departments.  A few minor corrections were suggested.

Broussard mentioned that some of the department chairs have written a resolution to suspend GE recertification and program reviews during this year of furloughs.  A draft of their resolution was distributed.  The Executive Committee decided that they will re-write the resolution to suspend only GE recertification and assessment activities.  Stepanek and Spector agreed to draft the resolution and e-mail it to the SEC members for feedback before bringing it forward to the Senate at their next meeting.  Broussard will report back to the department chairs (via Tom Maddux) on this action decision and to let him know that the decision to suspend program reviews will be addressed at another time.
4.
Revisiting Policy on Ownership of Intellectual Creations (from 1984)

In March 1984, the Senate approved a policy on the Ownership of Intellectual Creations.  


It shall be the policy of CSUN that rights to all intellectual creations of its faculty including books, works of art, computer programs and musical compositions and all other scholarly works remain the property of the respective faculty member.

A question was raised as to whether this policy needs to be updated.   A few members of the Executive Committee apprised the rest that this policy was discussed and debated in 2002-2003 and it was decided to leave as is.
5.
Review of Standing Committee Minutes

Extended Learning Committee (3/18 – no policies)



Graduate Studies Committee (4/14, 5/12 – no policies; pending TOEFL waiver proposal)

6.
Other Business
a. Decision to Cut Enrollment – Matos received an e-mail from Carol Shubin registering her dissent at the decision to cut enrollment.  She asked for help in introducing something to the Faculty Senate.  The Senate Executive Committee read the e-mail and decided that the best place to share this complaint would be to take it to a Standing Committee of the Statewide Academic Senate that works on these issues and to see if they are getting the same kinds of concerns.  
b. Statewide Academic Senate Meeting – Matos reported that Nicholas Dungey will take his furlough days on Statewide Academic Senate meeting dates so he will be unable to attend the meetings.  The Faculty Senate Officers (Matos, Spector, and Chong) will attend these meetings in his absence.  Dungey shared his reasons for selecting these days to furlough.
7.
Provost’s Report – Harry Hellenbrand

Provost Hellenbrand reported the following: 

a. We have a viable budget plan for the next two years.   He is still hoping that we can do some faculty hiring. 

b. We are slightly over our FTES target for this semester.

c. We had some problems with international students because of a lack of communication on both sides regarding advisement.  We need to fix this piece.

d. We need to work on improving the reporting of furloughs so it is not excessive work for the staff.  He will ask the staff to update him on how the reporting process has gone.
e. It appears that we will close summer in 2010 and offer classes through extension.
8.
Set Agenda for September 17, 2009 Senate Meeting

●
General Education Task Force Report

●
Senate Reports
Meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.
Submitted by:
Heidi Wolfbauer, Recording Secretary



Sandra Chong, Secretary of the Faculty
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