
 

         Faculty Senate Office 

                    (818) 677-3263 

 
FACULTY SENATE MEETING – Approved 2/13/14 

Minutes of Meeting of November 21, 2013 

 Jack and Florence Ferman Presentation Room  

 

Faculty President Stepanek called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. 

 

The Secretary called the roll.  Senators not present were:  Michael Bennett, Sandra Chong (excused), 

Taeyhun Kim, Sharon Klein (excused), Peri Klemm (excused), Amy Levin (excused), Ben Mallard, 

Jennifer Matos (excused), Patricia Miller (excused), Jeanine Minge (excused), Jose Paez (excused), 

Rosa Rivera Furumoto, Holli Tonyan (excused), Gary Victor, Christopher Woolett  

 

The Faculty Senate Minutes for October 17, 2013 were approved as corrected. 

1. Announcements  

 

 a. The Faculty Retreat will be held on January 13-14, 2014.  The first day will be held on the 

CSUN campus, and on the second day faculty will take a trip to the Natural History Museum 

of Los Angeles ($15 activity fee for the NHM trip).  There is a link on the Faculty Senate 

website to register; the deadline is December 2.   

 

b. Stepanek was appointed to the position of CSU Faculty Trustee on October 25, 2013; 

therefore, he will resign as Faculty President.   Shane Frehlich, Vice President of the Faculty, 

will assume the Faculty President position on January 16, 2014.  An election will take place at 

the first Senate meeting in Spring 2014 to fill the open Vice President position. 

 

c. The Athletics Department donated tickets to several men’s basketball games.  Senators were 

invited to come up after the meeting if they wanted tickets. 

 

d. Stover shared the sad news of the passing of Mary Woodley, a faculty member in the library’s 

Collection Access and Management Services Department since 1999.  He spoke about Mary’s 

work in the Oviatt Library and on the campus.  He said Mary will be deeply missed by all.   

 

e. Given that this was Stepanek’s last meeting as Faculty President, he was presented with a 

plaque, as a symbol of appreciation from the Faculty Senate, for his 3 1/2 years of service as 

Faculty President at CSU, Northridge. 

 

2. Election to Replace Steven Stepanek on the CSU Statewide Academic Senate  

 
Two Senators were nominated for the open position of CSU Statewide Academic Senator 

replacing Steven Stepanek.  Adam Swenson, Philosophy Department, was elected to serve until 

the end of the academic year, Spring 2014. 

 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/Minutes/senateminutes101713.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/csu-trustee-resolution101713.pdf
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3. Resolution – Support of Open Access  

 Susan Auerbach, Chair of the Library Committee 

 Mark Stover, Dean of the Library 

Link to resolution:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/openaccess-resolution112113.pdf 

  

This resolution encourages CSUN faculty to “opt-in” to make their published articles available 

online through ScholarWorks (CSUN’s open access institution repository).  Auerbach said there 

is a momentum now worldwide promoting open access and this is an opportunity to take a leading 

role in the CSU and to be a showcase for our research. 

 

Stover provided more information on the substance of the resolution by explaining the “Be it 

Resolved” points in greater detail. 

 

A few questions and concerns were raised.   Also, several faculty expressed their full support of 

this resolution. 

 

MSP to approve the resolution. 

  

4. Resolution – Support of the Creation of a Campus Connections Committee for VPAC 
 Steven Thachuk, Director of the VPAC 

 Maureen Rubin, Director of Communication and Public Relations for VPAC 

Link to resolution:   

http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/resolution-campus-connection-committee112113.pdf 

 

Thachuk reminded the Senators of his intention to set-up a committee whereby faculty can 

participate and be involved in VPAC activities and decisions.  He said that this would be an 

excellent way to improve communication and outreach as faculty, staff, alumni, and others who 

have an interest in the performing arts could become involved. 

 

 MSP to unanimously approve the resolution. 

 

5. Resolution – Endorsing a Letter of Support for the Nomination of Provost and Vice 

President Harry Hellenbrand for the William M. Plater Award for Leadership in Civic 

Engagement – Senate Executive Committee 
 Link to resolution:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/resolution-supportletter112113.pdf 

  

The Senate was asked to endorse a letter of support for the nomination of Provost Harry 

Hellenbrand for the William M. Plater Award for Leadership in Civic Engagement.  The 

resolution of support, along with a letter addressed to George L. Mehaff from the American 

Association of State Colleges and Universities, was distributed to the Senators (see link above). 

 

 MSP to unanimously approve the resolution. 

 

6. Policy Item – Educational Policies Committee     

 Larry Becker, Chair of EPC 

 Elizabeth Adams, Associate Vice President for Undergraduate Studies 

  

 Action Item – Second Baccalaureate Disqualification 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/csu-trustee-resolution101713.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/openaccess-resolution112113.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/csu-trustee-resolution101713.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/resolution-campus-connection-committee112113.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/csu-trustee-resolution101713.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/resolution-supportletter112113.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/policies/secondbaccdisqualification112113.pdf
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 There is no official academic standing policy for second baccalaureate students, so this revision is 

an attempt to formalize campus practice and provide clear guidelines for the campus community. 

 

At the last Senate meeting, Senators found the language having to do with “final disqualification,” 

in the last paragraph, somewhat confusing.  Becker said that EPC made revisions to the policy to 

make the language clearer. 

 

MSP to approve the policy revision. 

 

7. Course Syllabi Discussion 

 

 Stepanek displayed the current course syllabi policy on the screen.  Based on discussions that 

have occurred with the Senate Executive Committee and others, EPC and ATC have temporarily 

withdrawn their proposed changes to the Written Syllabi for All Undergraduate Classes policy so 

that a larger discussion by EPC and GSC on overall updates to the policy may occur.  He said that 

input will be welcome from all senators and standing committees.  Some of the recommended 

changes revolve around office hours, phone contact number, grading, test dates, unification of 

undergraduate and graduate requirements, hard copy vs. online, etc.   

 

 The Senators agreed that this policy needs to be reviewed and updated.  There were no additional 

comments from the Senators. 

  

8. Policy Item – Research and Grants Committee    

Matthew DesLauriers, Chair of R&G 

Scott Perez, Director of Research and Sponsored Projects 

  

Action Item – Conflict of Interest Policy for Grants and Contracts 

 

 Perez and DesLauriers reminded the Senators of the reasons for this policy revision.  In 1995, the 

Department of Health and Human Services issued regulations requiring principal investigators 

(PI), to disclose to the institution any significant financial interests (those of a spouse and/or 

children) that would reasonably appear to affect the proposed research.  The federal regulation 

does not require annual disclosure, but does require disclosure only as changes occur during the 

life of the grant.  The R&G Committee would like to amend the CSUN policy to remove the 

annual requirement.  In addition, they are updating references to reflect their name change from 

Graduate Studies, Research and International Programs (GRIP) to Research and Graduate Studies 

(RGS). 

 

MSP to unanimously approve the policy revisions. 

 

First Reading – Policy on Financial Conflict of Interest Pertaining to PHS-Sponsored Projects     

 

 Perez stated that in 2011, the federal government released additional regulations regarding 

financial conflict-of-interest specific to Public Health Service (PHS) sponsored research.  It states 

that Principal Investigators (PI) and co-PIs must disclose annually any financial conflict-of-

interest.  Perez said is very rare for this type of conflict-of-interest to arise on this campus. 

 

 There were no additional comments or questions from the Senators. 

 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/policies/conflict-of-interest112113.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/policies/financial-conflict-of-interest112113.pdf
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9. Senate Reports 
 

 a.  Provost’s Report – Provost Harry Hellenbrand 

   

  Hellenbrand asked Vice President Watkins to give a report on the University’s plan for 2014 

Commencement and Honors Convocation changes.  Watkins explained the rationale for 

changing the commencement ceremonies and said it is an attempt to make them more 

University-focused.  The proposed schedule was distributed (see below).   Approval of the site 

location is still pending.  If the site location is approved, commencements will be held on the 

Oviatt Lawn.  Otherwise, commencements will be held on the North Campus. 

 

   Honors Convocation:    Friday May 16 at 6:00 p.m. 

   Commencement Ceremonies:  COBAE and ECS on Monday, May 19 at 8:00 a.m. 

        AMC and HUM on Monday, May 19 at 6:00 p.m. 

        SBS and SM on Thursday, May 22 at 8:00 a.m. 

        HHD and EDU on Thursday, May 22 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

  Other points mentioned by Vice President Watkins: 

 

 There will be four ceremonies (3 hours each) with two Colleges participating at each 

ceremony.  They are working on a script template for this two-college format.  

Students will continue to process into the venue and come to the platform for a 

handshake. 

 Students will receive 4 free tickets each; they may request an additional 2 tickets if 

remaining seats are available.   Free parking permits will be available for guests. 

 There has been a 33% increase in the number of students who participate in 

commencement.  Seating at the Oviatt Lawn will be increased from 9,200 to 10,500 

seats.  The venue will be enclosed.  Other areas on the campus will broadcast the 

ceremonies for the public to view on large screens. 

 Colleges and Departments may continue to host receptions and recognition programs; 

Affinity groups may continue their own celebrations.  

 It is important that we communicate these changes to our students as early as possible. 

 Student Affairs will assess and evaluate the new commencement experience. 

  

 Hellenbrand reported on the following: 

 

 We will offer as many classes in Spring 2014 to drive down class size; we need to bring 

down enrollment since we were above FTES target in Fall 2013.  However, we must 

accommodate students that need classes to graduate. 

 We were over-enrolled in Fall because the yield rate from out-of-area students was high, 

and we have an additional 900 local-area students.  Next year we will aim for 4500 new 

freshmen students and we will take fewer students from out-of-area.  We may need to 

consider impaction long term.  We will wait to see how the CSU admissions policy 

discussions go. 

 Next year, we should be funded at 2.5% over target which includes a 1-2% increase over 

last year’s target. 

 There is no clear sense of next year’s budget; Hellenbrand doesn’t anticipate any cuts. 

 CalState Online is being reconstituted using a larger scale concurrent-enrollment-type 

model.   
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 The Associate Vice President for Faculty Affairs search will be completed soon.  The 

AMC Dean and VPAC Director searches are progressing.   

 Stepanek was thanked for his hard work and service as Faculty President these past few 

years. 

 

 b. Statewide Academic Senate CSU Report – Sandra Chong 

  Link to written report:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/sasreport112113.pdf 

 

  A written report was distributed.  There were no questions raised. 

  

 c.  CFA Report – CFA President Nate Thomas 

   Link to written report:  http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/cfareport112113.pdf 

 

   A written report was distributed.  Thomas said that bargaining talks will begin early in 

December.  The sunshine proposals have been sent out.  On Tuesday, December 3, 2013, 

there will an annual holiday party hosted by CFA at the Orange Grove Bistro.  RSVP is 

required. 

 

10. New Business 
 

 Resolution for Steven Stepanek in Appreciation of His Service as Faculty President  

 Link to resolution:   

 http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/resolution-appreciation-stepanek112113.pdf. 

  

 Frehlich, on behalf of the Senate Executive Committee, presented a resolution of appreciation to 

Stepanek for his service as Faculty President at CSU, Northridge.   

 

 The resolution was approved by acclamation. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

  

Submitted by:   

Terri Lisagor, Secretary of the Faculty 

Heidi Wolfbauer, Recording Secretary 

http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/sasreport112113.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/reports/cfareport112113.pdf
http://www.csun.edu/senate/resolutions/resolution-appreciation-stepanek112113.pdf

