
A Colloquium Sponsored by 
NIH-RIMI: CSUN-SFV Collective to Reduce Health Disparities 

RIMI Film Event 

Monday, April 28, 2014  11:00am– 12:15pm, Sierra Hall 322 

Dr. Stephan Chung is a faculty member in the Department of Health Sciences. Dr. Chung has a background 

in Health Policy and conducts research on issues related to health disparities. He was selected as a scholar 

at the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities of NIH in the summer of 2013. Before 

coming to CSUN, he served as the research director for RIMI at Governors State University (GSU). He be-

came involved in health disparities research when GSU was granted EXPORT (now known as RIMI) in 

2002. He has published over 30 peer reviewed journal articles and given over 50 presentations at profes-

sional health services research conferences. In his spare time, Dr. Chung is an avid swimmer and runner. 

He has completed the 2013 and 2014 LA Marathons.  
 

Dr. Theresa White is an Associate Professor in the Cultural Studies Option of the Pan African Studies (PAS) 

Department. She is a creative scholar and documentary filmmaker, whose interests include Film Criticism; 

Feminist Theory; Cultural Studies; Visual Culture; New Media & Technology; Critical Media Literacy; Sex-

uality; Masculinity, Self Image/Self Esteem and Health Disparities for Minority Populations. Her research 

has appeared in the following publications: Journal of Black Studies (JBS), Journal of International Wom-

en’s Studies (JIWS), British Journal of Medicine and Medical Research, OA Women’s Health, Interactions: 

Studies of Communication and Culture, Journal of Visual Literacy (JVL) and IGI Global International Pub-

lishers. She has produced and directed several documentary films, including “From Buckism to Barackism: 

Re-Imagining Black Masculinity and Manhood” and “Muslim Women and Girls: In Search of Democracy 

and Self-Expression.” 

Please RSVP to mirranda.salas@csun.edu 

Theresa White 
Pan African Studies, CSUN 

Improving Hospice Use among Latinos: Use of a Video  
A Film By Stephan Chung 

 

Empowering patients/family caregivers to initiate end-of-life care discussions is important, particu-

larly for Latino elders who may have language barriers and consequently be less informed than the 

general population. We produced a video featuring a Mexican-American patient at the end stage of 

Alzheimer’s, along with her primary caregiver, husband, and LVN caregiver. This brief film shows 

the patient suffering not only mentally but also physically. The film production was made possible 

through collaboration with a community-based health care organization that operates nursing 

homes and hospices for those with Alzheimer’s in Southern California where there is a large popu-

lation of Latinos. We will also share how to use the film as an educational tool for bridging the 

communication gap between the medical community and a hospice-appropriate patient/family. 

 

 

Developing Media Savvy Adolescent Consumers in the Fight Against Childhood Obesity:  

M.I.S.S. (Media Informed Savvy Sisters) Documentary Film Project 
A Film By Theresa White 

 

Dr. Theresa White’s health related research focuses on working to reduce health inequities for mi-

nority populations, with special emphasis placed on helping to mitigate the national obesity epi-

demic in the United States. She has developed several community-based psychosocial programs for 

African American and Latino adolescent and tween girls. Her most recent project is entitled Devel-

oping Media Savvy Adolescent Consumers in the Fight Against Childhood Obesity, for which she 

received the prestigious NIH (RIMI) Tiered Mentor Scholar Award. The program is an after-school 

psychosocial, nutritional, media intervention for at-risk African American tween (8-11) females at 

the Challengers Boys and Girls Club in Los Angeles,  that aims to empower girls, while placing 

emphasis on eating in normal and healthful ways, developing increased levels of self-esteem and 

media/advertising literacy.  The project also examines the effects of food marketing on children, 

focusing on how they respond to, and perceive commercials embedded in the online environment 

of selected videogames, media platforms and outdoor advertising. She presented this research in 

March 2013 at the Health, Wellness and Society International Conference, in Sao Paulo, Brazil, 

and has developed a short documentary, M.I.S.S. (Media Inspired Savvy Sisters), which highlights 

the results of the project.  

Stephan Chung 
Health Sciences, CSUN 


