
Acampaign to raise money in
support of Hurricane Katrina
victims was launched September 8

by Cal State Northridge students,
faculty and staff eager to help others
as the campus was aided after the
1994 Northridge earthquake.

“Cal State Northridge suffered
tremendous damage during the
earthquake,” said President Jolene
Koester. “People and businesses
across the country responded with
an outpouring of support and
assistance. Now it is our turn to
repay that generosity.”

Student, faculty and staff
volunteers accepted donations at a
number of stations on campus through
September 16, with proceeds to be
donated to the American Red Cross.

President Koester also directed
that the campus’ United States flag
be flown at half staff over the Oviatt
Library until sunset on September 20,
in accordance with orders from
President George Bush and
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

The university made available a
room in its University Student Union
for campus employees and students
who wished to observe the

September 16 National Day of
Remembrance in a community setting,
enabling participants to remember
and honor the hurricane victims with
“quiet reflection” or to contribute to the
CSUN hurricane relief effort, or both.

In related news, CSUN joined
with other CSU campuses in offering
admission opportunities to hurricane-
impacted students. CSUN received
inquiries from about 60 students and
had enrolled a dozen as of last week.

Vice President for Student Affairs
Terry Piper called the admissions
assistance effort by CSUN staff “a
wonderful example of inter-
divisional collaboration and putting
students first.” j
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The fall 2005 semester has begun
and the campus is alive with

activity. The new Parking Structure
B3 is open, offering 2,063 spaces.
The groundbreaking for the new
Department of Public Safety building
will take place this month. The two
story, 28,000-square foot building
will house the campus Public Safety
offices, as well as Parking Services,
and will be located near the
southeast corner of Darby and

Prairie Avenues.
I visited the Marilyn Magaram

Center for Food Science, Nutrition,
& Dietetics the other day to learn
about any programs they offer that
could benefit the community. I came
away with much more information
than I can share in the allotted
space for this article.

The Magaram Center is a leader
in the effort to educate the community

By Judy Nutter, Director of Community Relations

Community Connection continued on page 3.

Aformer San Fernando High School
art teacher who graduated from
Cal State Northridge and her

husband have donated their entire
$7.3 million estate as a bequest to
the university for expanding student
scholarships, marking the largest
cash and alumni gift in the
university’s history.

The endowment created by long-
time San Fernando Valley residents
Mary and Jack Bayramian—who passed
away in November 2002 and January
2005, respectively—will fund two major
new university scholarship programs,
including a $2.3 million portion to
launch student scholarships for the
future Valley Performing Arts Center
project on the campus.

“This remarkable gift from Mary
and Jack Bayramian will empower
the university to support outstanding
students,” said Cal State Northridge
President Jolene Koester. “The
Bayramians, who were devoted to
each other during more than 60 years
of marriage, now have extended that
caring to improve the lives of hundreds
of our students.”

To honor the gift, the California
State University Board of Trustees in
July approved renaming the university’s
Student Services Building as Bayramian
Hall. President Koester called the
dedication a fitting tribute, because
the building houses the university’s

scholarship, financial aid and other
student support services offices.

The president and members of
the campus community gathered at
the Student Services Building on
September 13 for the official dedication
ceremony for Bayramian Hall and the

creation of the Bayramian Family
Scholarship Fund, an “historic occasion”
attended by Bayramian family members
as well as representatives of the
archbishops of the Armenian church
and of Congressman Brad Sherman
and Assemblyman Lloyd Levine.

“Because Aunt Mary graduated
from Cal State Northridge, she had a
great feeling for the university,” said
Don Barsumian, Mary Bayramian’s
nephew, who is the couple’s trustee.
“I think she had a real love for
young people and for education.
Mary believed in education and she
wanted to help. This was her way of
helping,” Barsumian said.

Mary and Jack Bayramian each
had Armenian parents from Aintab,
Turkey, who came to the United States
to escape persecution. The two lived
near each other as teenagers and
graduated together from Hamilton
High School in West Los Angeles in
1939, marrying in 1942. After Navy
service during World War II, Jack had
a 20-year career as a Pacific Telephone
and Telegraph Co. technician.

Alumna and Husband Give Northridge Record $7.3 Million
Largest Cash Gift Will Expand Student Scholarships, Aid Valley Performing Arts Center

Cal State Northridge Responds with Spirit to Hurricane Crisis
Campus Community Launches Campaign to Raise Funds for Victims of Devastating Storm

Gift from Jack and Mary Bayramian will fund major CSUN scholarship programs.

Bayramians continued on page 2.

Michelle Messiha (far left), assistant director
of recreational sports, and Kelly O'Brien, a
Union Program Council volunteer, staff a
contributions table for CSUN's Hurricane
Katrina relief effort.
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Paperwork kept coming. His
computer was jammed with
high priority e-mail. The phone’s

constant buzzing had begun to work
his last nerve.

In 1999, Ray Pettit looked up
from all of it and decided his brain
needed a creative lift. Two tours as
chair of the Electrical and Computer
Engineering Department and the
demands of teaching had slowly but
surely encroached on time once
given over to pure brainstorming.

“I wondered,” he recalled, “if I could
still do high level technical work.”

There was a good way to find
out. Well versed in the forbidding
fields of statistical estimation theory
and statistical detection theory, and
armed with Pentagon research
experience, Pettit went to work on a
complex research project for which
his expertise was a perfect fit.

For the next four summers, he
put in nine-hour days in a program
sponsored by the American Society
for Engineering Educators at The
Space and Naval Warfare Systems
Center (SPAWAR) in San Diego. The

assignment was deceptively simple:
look at satellite-to-submarine
communications and find a way to
improve them.

The electrical and computer
engineering professor’s work at

SPAWAR led to inventions whose
elegance won him rare first-round
approval from the U.S. Patent Office,
which in May 2005 awarded him two
patents without the questions and
challenges typical of the grueling
three-year patent process.

S. T. Mau, dean of the College of
Engineering and Computer Science,
said Pettit has been at the forefront
of communications security research
throughout a long and distinguished
career. “These two patents are the
latest example of his contribution to
secure communication with special
applications to submarine/satellite
links.”

Pettit’s work involved the trans-
mission of highly sensitive digital
data messages—a go-to-war message
from a commander-in-chief, for
example—from satellite to submarine
or to some other recipient requiring
inviolable security.

His new Frequency Synchronizer
and its companion Simultaneous-
Frequency-and-Phase Synchronizer
enable transmissions that are faster
and more reliable, and that can carry

more data with fewer errors “even if
the enemy is trying to jam the works.”

Since satellites do not have room
for large equipment, Pettit had to
reckon with small transmitters whose
limited power loses energy over long
distances.

He got the job done, developing a
way to “hype” sensitive transmissions—
fool the enemy into identifying them
as mere noise. “This is called spread
spectrum techniques,” he explained,
“the very things that are in today’s
cell phones.”

The technology represented by
the patents has broad potential for
commercial applications as well as
other military high-performance
satellite communications systems.

Pettit said the intellectual sparks
that flew at SPAWAR reinvigorated his
appetite for academia. “I’m now 72
years old, and it’s thrilling to me that
at this age I could run rings around
some of those young guys down there,”
he laughed. “It was very challenging,
very mathematical work.” j

Professor Wins Patents for High Tech Digital Data Devices
Labor-Intensive Summers Pay Off for Engineering and Computer Science’s Ray Pettit

Ray Pettit

After the war, the couple first
lived in Reseda and later bought a
Northridge house several blocks west
of today’s university campus. A
homemaker who returned to college
in her late 30s, Mary Bayramian
attended from 1960 to 1963, earning a
bachelor’s degree in art and a teaching
credential from San Fernando Valley
State College, which later became
Cal State Northridge.

After graduating, Mary Bayramian
went on to teach art at nearby San
Fernando High School, where she
was affectionately known as “Mrs. B,”
until the couple retired in 1971.

At age 50, they moved to Laguna
Beach in Orange County and lived
there another 30 years, investing,
improving and managing real estate,
and settling in an ocean-front home.

The Bayramians led an extra-
ordinarily active life. Mary was an
active cook and author of published
cookbooks, designed and created her
own jewelry, painted and played golf
well into her 70s. Barsumian described
Jack as the unofficial greeter of Laguna
Beach and a “firecracker” who in his
younger years was an avid handyman
skilled in electrical, carpentry and
concrete work.

The couple’s $7.3 million endow-
ment will create the Bayramian
Family Scholarship Fund at Cal State
Northridge and support two major
new programs. The earnings from 
$5 million of the endowment will
fund the newly named Mary and
Jack Bayramian Presidential Scholars
and related scholarships within the
university’s premier Northridge
Scholars Program.

The Bayramian Presidential Scholar
awards, the most prestigious granted
by the university, will ultimately go
each year to two dozen or more high-

achieving upper-division students
through a competitive process.

Recipients will partner with faculty
members on scholarly projects. The

scholarships include a $5,000 award,
bookstore discount, priority registration
and other perks.

Earnings from the other $2.3 million

will fund Mary Bayramian Arts Scholars
and become the largest gift yet toward
Imagine the Arts, the fundraising
campaign for the 1,600-seat Valley
Performing Arts Center planned for
the campus. These scholarships will
support upper division and graduate
students involved in the project
through their courses, internships or
related activities.

“Mary Bayramian was an art student
at Cal State Northridge, an arts teacher
at San Fernando High School, and an
artist herself,” said Judy C. Knudson,
CSUN’s vice president for university
advancement. “She was deeply engaged
in the arts, and especially in opening
the world of art to others, a goal that
will be advanced by the Performing
Arts Center project.”

CSUN in July launched the campaign
for private funds to match the state
dollars that will build/operate the
Valley Performing Arts Center, due to
open within the next five years.
Planned as a signature facility, the
center will be the largest venue of its
kind in the San Fernando Valley and
open the region to high-caliber
performances not currently able to
perform there.

The university learned only recently
that the couple had given CSUN’s
largest-ever cash gift after the husband’s
passing in January 2005. The university’s
prior largest cash gift came from The
Eisner Foundation in 2002 when Disney
CEO Michael D. Eisner and his wife
Jane gave $7 million to create a new
teacher-training program at the campus.

Lili Vidal, the associate director of
CSUN’s Financial Aid and Scholarship
Department, said the Bayramians’ gift
will provide a major boost to the
university’s scholarship programs,
which last year aided about 1,600
CSUN students based on their talent
and achievements. j

continued from page 1.

Vice President for Student Affairs Terry Piper (left), President Jolene Koester and Don
Barsumian, nephew of donor Mary Bayramian, show the plaque commemorating the renaming
of CSUN’s Student Services Building in honor of Bayramian and her husband Jack.

Bayramians…
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“I think she had a real love 

for young people and for education. 

Mary believed in education 

and she wanted to help. 

This was her way of helping.”
—Don Barsumian, Mary Bayramian’s nephew



Longtime college administrator
Ralph Prator—the founding
president of the institution that

became California State University,
Northridge, now one of California’s
largest public universities—died
Monday, July 25, in his Ventura
County retirement hometown of
Camarillo. Prator was 97.

A lifelong athlete and avid golfer
who briefly played baseball as a young
man with pitching great “Dizzy” Dean,
Prator amassed a 30-year career as a
college and university administrator.
That was capped by Prator’s 10 years
as president of San Fernando Valley
State College from its founding in
July 1958 until his retirement in
September 1968. In 1972, the college
became a university and was renamed
California State University, Northridge.

During that first decade of explosive
growth in the San Fernando Valley,
Prator oversaw the construction of the
campus’ original core of permanent
buildings (most of which remain
today), quadrupled the college’s
3,500 original students to more than
16,000 by his retirement, and spear-
headed major land acquisitions that
assembled most of today’s 356-acre
university campus.

Prior to that, Prator had served

eight years as president of Bakersfield
College in Kern County from 1950 to
1958, similarly helping that college
develop a new campus. Recalling his
retirement from San Fernando Valley
State in later years, Prator once said,
“I felt as an administrator I was best
able to start and push something to

its maximum possibilities. But to
settle down and run it was not my
cup of tea.”

After retiring, Prator became a
professor emeritus in what became
Cal State Northridge’s Department of
Educational Leadership and Policy
Studies and later was named

President Emeritus.
“Cal State Northridge would not

be the strong institution it is today
without Ralph Prator’s leadership and
vision. As the founding president, he
gave us a solid foundation upon which
to build the university’s excellence,”
Koester said.

Born of a ranching family in La Veta,
Colorado on Nov. 16, 1907, Prator
attended the University of Colorado,
earning a bachelor’s degree in history
in 1929 and a master’s in the same
field in 1931. After serving in the
U.S. Navy from 1942 to 1945, Prator
earned his doctorate in educational
administration from the University of
California at Berkeley in 1947.

His tenure at San Fernando Valley
State, which became the only four-
year public college and later university
in its region, included recruiting most
of the faculty hired in the early years
and setting the academic direction
for the institution.

In lieu of flowers, the family is
requesting donations to the CSUN
University Women’s Club Lois and Ralph
Prator Scholarship Fund. Checks can
be made payable to the Cal State
Northridge Foundation, 18111 Nordhoff
Street, Northridge, CA 91330-8275. j
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on healthy foods, childhood obesity,
kids’ fitness and nutrition education.
It partners with organizations such
as the National Institutes of Health,
Kaiser Permanente, the USC Keck
School of Medicine, the North Valley
YMCA, KCET, LA Project LEAN and
the Office of Assemblyman Lloyd
Levine to do research, educate and
bring programs to the community.

I want to call your attention to
three programs that the Magaram
Center offers to the community.

The Brown Bag Film Series is a
community nutrition education service.
Various nutrition education films are
shown every other week during each
semester. The topics of the films
usually focus on nutrition and food
science. These same films are shown
during the lunch hour on two different
days of the week. Admission is free
and you are welcome to bring your
lunch. The Fall 2005 Series:
u “The New Food Label” shows on

September 19 from 3:15–4:15 p.m.
and again on September 20 from
11 a.m. until noon.

u “New Food Guide Pyramid” and
“Winning Sports Nutrition 2000”
shows on October 10 from
3:15–4:15 p.m. and on October 11
from 11 a.m. until noon.

u “History of Cereals” food science
video shows on November 14
from 3:15–4:15 p.m. and again on
November 15 from 11 a.m. until
noon.
The center’s nutrition lecture series

is offered once a month at no cost
to Cal State Northridge students, staff,

faculty and the community. Lectures
are provided by outside profes-
sionals in dietetics and food science
on topics such as diabetes, organic
fruits and vegetables, antioxidants
and much more. You can find the
dates for this series online at
http://hhd.csun.edu/magaram/ or
you can call the department at 
(818) 677-3102.

Diet analysis is a service provided
by the center to help participants
gain accurate information on their
overall dietary intake. If you choose
to participate in this service, you will
be provided with a detailed analysis
of your diet including a summary of
your daily dietary intake of carbo-
hydrates, proteins and fats. Your
analysis will be compared with the
recommended dietary allowances
(RDA) for various nutrients including
vitamins and minerals. After your
report is produced, an intern will
help you realize the strengths and
weaknesses of your eating habits
and provide additional help and
information regarding your analysis.
The center also provides healthy and
fun recipes to help encourage and
motivate you toward healthy eating.

This service is offered to you at a
cost of $10. You can find the Diet
Analysis Guide, a 3-Day Food Intake
Record and helpful hints at the Web
site shown above.

Please don’t hesitate to give me a
call at (818) 677-2123 if you have
any questions about activities,
programs or events on campus. Until
next month… j

Community Connection…
continued from page 1.

Northridge Campus’ Founding President Dies at 97
Ralph Prator’s Ten Years as Leader of San Fernando Valley State College Capped Eventful Career

CSUN’s new B3 Parking Structure adds 2,063 spaces, mostly for students, to the
campus. Surrounded by CSUN cheerleaders and mascot, Associated Students
President Chad Charton (center left) joins Vice President for Administration and
Finance and CFO Mo Qayoumi and President Jolene Koester for the grand opening
at the structure’s entrance, Prairie Street and Etiwanda Avenue.
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New Names for CSUN Buildings
Former Name New Name

Business and Economics Building Juniper Hall
Engineering Building Jacaranda Hall

Faculty Office Building Santa Susana Hall
Kinesiology Building Redwood Hall

Music Building Cypress Hall
Science Building 1 Live Oak Hall
Science Building 2 Eucalyptus Hall
Science Building 3 Citrus Hall
Science Building 4 Magnolia Hall

Student Services Building Bayramian Hall

President Jolene Koester with Ralph Prator, CSUN’s founding president
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Calendar

Presentation Skills
Workshop
Education Alumni Chapter hosts
workshop on professional
presentation skills.
Thu., Sept. 22, 6–8:30 p.m.
Sierra Center, second floor
Free, RSVPs required

Political Science and
MPA Alumni Reception
Cocktail reception for masters of
public administration and political
science alumni.
Prior to Envisioning California
Conference kick-off.
Thu., Sept. 22, 6 p.m.
Ventura Room, Warner Center
Marriott, Woodland Hills
RSVP at anne.robison@csun.edu
Free

Kinesiology Alumni ‘Back
to School’ Reception
Networking event for Kinesiology
alumni.
Sat., Oct. 1, 6 p.m.
Redwood Hall (formerly
Kinesiology Building)
Free, RSVPs required

National Center on
Deafness Weekend
Reunion for NCOD alumni.
Wine and cheese reception
Fri., Oct. 7, 7 p.m.
Hilton Hotel, Woodland Hills
Banquet
Sat., Oct. 8, 6 p.m.
Hilton Hotel, Woodland Hills
Picnic and CSUN campus tours 
Sun., Oct. 9, 11 a.m.
RSVP: www.csunalumni.com/ncod
or e-mail lauren.kinast@csun.edu.
$60 for weekend, picnic free for
children

Neon Tour
Open-top bus tour of downtown
Los Angeles and Hollywood.
Sat., Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m.
$20 Alumni Association members,
$30 non-members 

Wine Tasting Tour
Wine tasting in Santa Barbara’s
wine country.
Sat., Oct. 22
$55 Alumni Association members
and guests, $65 non-members and
guests

Crossover: Contemporary
Korean Calligraphy
Exhibit features most recent works
of contemporary Korean artists
“Manhodang” Kim Soo-Hyoung,
“Hanong” Kim Sun-Wuk, and Choi
In-Young. Explores calligraphy and
contemporary graphics as abstract
visual art.
Runs through October 1.
CSUN Art Galleries

Mirando al Sur, 
Mirando al Norte
Featuring the work of 60 artists
from Mexico and Los Angeles.
Exhibition explores cultural
production, cultural citizenship and
politics of artistic production on
Mexico/U.S. border.
Co-curated by CSUN’s Kent Kirkton
and East Los Angeles College’s
Sybil Venegas 
Runs Oct. 15–Nov. 19.
Reception: Sat., Oct. 15, 4–7 p.m.
Gallery talk: Mon., Oct. 17, 10 a.m.
CSUN Art Galleries

‘Historical Vibrations’
Historical guitars, music scores and
more from Oviatt Library’s International
Guitar Research Archives.
Exhibit runs through November 11.
C.K. and Teresa Tseng Gallery,
Oviatt Library

Bianchi Planetarium
For ticket info, (818) 677-2488 or visit
www.csun.edu/physics/planetarium.
Telescope viewing will follow the
second show.

“Autumn Sky Show” and
“The Cassini/Huygens 
Mission to Saturn”
Fri., Sept. 23, 6:30 p.m.
“Autumn Sky Show” and
“Spirit and Opportunity:
The Corps of Discovery for Mars”
Fri., Sept 30, 6:30 p.m.

Men’s Soccer
10/1 Cal Poly 2:30 p.m.
10/11 Cal State Fullerton 2:30 p.m.
10/14 UCLA 3:30 p.m.
10/19 UC Irvine 2:30 p.m.

Women’s Soccer
9/30 UC Irvine 2:30 p.m.
10/2 Long Beach State 2:30 p.m.

Men’s Swimming
10/15 Alumni Meet 12 p.m.

Women’s Swimming
10/15 Alumni Meet 12 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball
10/7 Long Beach State 7 p.m.
10/8 UC Davis 7 p.m.
10/20 Cal State Fullerton 7 p.m.

Screenings are free and take place
in the Alan and Elaine Armer
Theater, on the first floor of
Manzanita Hall at the southwest
corner of campus. The theme for
fall 2005 is “Authorship in Film.” For
more info, call (818) 677-3192 or
see www.cinematheque.csun.edu/
html/events.html.
“The Conversation”
Mon., Sept. 26, 7 p.m.
Story Building Seminar
Presenter: Screenwriter Eric Edson.
Tue., Sept. 27, 7 p.m.
“Hard Times”
Begins Cinema of Walter Hill series.
Wed., Sept. 28, 7 p.m.
“The Driver”
Part of Cinema of Walter Hill series.
Thu., Sept. 29, 7 p.m.
“Hands off the Loot”
Starts Cinema of Jacques Becker
series.
Wed., Oct. 5, 7 p.m.

The A.S. Ticket Office in the University Student Union sells tickets to many events on campus, except for some held by outside groups.
The Ticket Office is open from 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Mon.–Fri. For prices not given, call (818) 677-2488. To park on campus for performances,
athletic events, lectures and other activities, guests must purchase a $4 parking permit.

“Golden Marie”
Part of Cinema of Jacques Becker
series.
Thu., Oct. 6, 7 p.m.
Two- Minute Pitch
Presenter: Screenwriter Michael
Hauge.
Tue., Oct. 11, 7 p.m.
“The Hole”
Part of Cinema of Jacques Becker
series.
Wed., Oct. 12, 7 p.m.
“Orson Welles’ F for Fake”
Author: Orson Welles
Thu., Oct. 13, 7 p.m.

American Guitar Society
International concert series.
Margarita Escarpa, guitarist.
Sat., Sept 24, 8 p.m.
Music Recital Hall
$8–$15

Masanga Marimba
Ensemble
Ensemble performs at 2005 World
Festival of Sacred Music.
Ric Alviso, director.
Sat., Oct. 1, 2 p.m.
Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist
Society
9550 Haskell Avenue, North Hills
Ticket info, (310) 825-2101

Faculty Artist Series
Steve Thachuk, guitarist.
Sat., Oct. 1, 8 p.m.
Music Recital Hall

Wind Ensemble 
Lawrence Stoffel, conductor.
Wed., Oct. 5, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center

Symphony Orchestra
John Roscigno, conductor.
Fri., Oct. 7, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center

Guest Artist Series
James Piorkowski, classical guitarist.
Thu., Oct. 13, 8 p.m.
Music Recital Hall

For info or to RSVP,
www.csunalumni.com unless
otherwise noted.

Alumni Events

Athletics (home games):
Art and Exhibits 

For gallery info, call (818) 677-2156.
Main gallery hours: Mon. through Sat.
12–4 p.m. Admission is free unless
specified. For library exhibits, call
(818) 677-2285.

Music

Admission to all music events (unless
otherwise specified): $10 general, $7
faculty, staff and seniors, $5 students.

Cinematheque

Faculty Artist Series
Timothy Howard, organist.
Sun., Oct. 16, 3 p.m.
Nordhoff Hall 107

CSUN Jazz “A” Band
Matt Harris and Gary Pratt, directors.
Mon., Oct. 17
Jazz Bakery, 3233 Helms Ave.,
Culver City
Tickets and info, (310) 271-9039

“Dancing at Lughnasa”
Tony-winning play by Brian Friel.
Irish family on verge of change in
1936.
Fri., Sep. 30–Sat., Oct. 1, 8 p.m.
Sun., Oct. 2, 3 p.m.
Wed., Oct. 5, 7 p.m.
Thu., Oct. 6–Sat., Oct. 8, 8 p.m.
Sun., Oct. 9, 3 p.m.
Little Theatre
$10–$15

Theater/Performance

Artists See Korean Calligraphy Through 21st Century Lens
Ancient Meets Contemporary in ‘Crossover’ Exhibit at CSUN Art Galleries

As a youth growing up in Korea,
Art Department chair Dave Moon
saw calligraphy everywhere. Later

in life, Moon began not only to see
but to appreciate the true meaning of
the art form, and to love its “commu-
nicative power, stylism and spontaneity.”

In “Crossover: Contemporary Korean
Calligraphy,” a CSUN Art Galleries
exhibition curated by Moon and CSUN
librarian Jina Wakimoto, the role of
Korean calligraphy and contemporary
graphics is explored in the works of
three contemporary Korean artists:
“Manhodang” Kim Soo-Hyoung,
“Hanong” Kim Sun-Wuk and Choi 
In-Young.

“Calligraphy has long been consid-
ered the highest form of art in Korea
as well as in China,” said Wakimoto,
daughter of artist “Manhodang.”

“I thought it would be interesting to
showcase (its) development from
traditional to contemporary.”

“Manhodang” works with grass
script in traditional calligraphy and
“Hanong” perceives contemporary
calligraphy as performance art, “not
necessarily reliant on the textual
meaning.” Both, said Moon, “push the
boundaries of traditional calligraphy,
using it not just on a scroll, but with
other media and with fabric that
traditional calligraphers would not
have used.”

“Choi,” Moon said, “has been able
to break down the core of the language
to its essential components in simple
geometric forms, and have it still
understood.” The award-winning artist
served as temporary artist-in-residence
for a two-week workshop hosted in

August by the Art Department for
CSUN students and 14 students from
Hanyang University in Seoul.

Together, the three artists “showcase
a unique blending of the old and the
new, the triangular effect of the east
coast, the west coast and Korea,” Moon
said. “We hope the public understands
that different cultures have different
ways of communicating, that commu-
nication becomes a work of art, that
the written language bears with it a
tremendous historical point of view.”

Funded in part by the Korean
Cultural Center, “Crossover” runs
through October 1, Mondays through
Saturdays from 12–4 p.m. in the CSUN
Art Galleries, Cal State Northridge.

For more information, call Michelle
Giacopuzzi at (818) 677-2156. j

A work by “Manhodang” Kim Soo-Hyoung,
from the “Crossover” exhibit at CSUN, illustrates
how “communication becomes a work of art.”
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