
Seven young scholars in Asian
American Studies 390 are on a
high stakes tre a s u re hunt. Arm e d

with video recorders, pens and pads,
they are collecting the untold stories

and hard-to-find photos of Japanese
Americans who lived in the San
F e rnando Valley prior to World War II.

What they have recorded will be
on view in a public exhibition set for

5:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 30, in the
university’s Campus Theatre lobby
and patio.

The rare photos and vignettes in
“Telling Our Stories—Japanese
American Experiences from the 1910s
to the 1950s in the San Fernando

Valley,” co-sponsored by the Chicano/a
Studies Department, focus largely on
the lives of some of the 3,200 Japanese
Americans who resided in the Valley
during the pre-war period—some of
them on farmland now occupied by

Japanese Americans in Pre-WWII Valley Are Focus of Exhibit
‘Telling Our Stories’ Provides Rare Glimpse into Lives of Valley Nisei Before Internment

More than $4 is generated for
every dollar the state invests
in Cal State Northridge,

according to a community impact
report released on November 11 by
the university’s Center for Southern
California Studies.

From a state investment of about
$164 million, Northridge’s impact on
the Los Angeles economy is estimated
at up to $686 million, with the gre a t e s t
influence in the sectors of services,
foreign and domestic trade, and
government.

R e s e a rchers found that the university
expands the services industry by about
$277 million, including $72.7 million
in the finance, insurance and real
estate industries and $69.7 million in
health care.

Altogether, the university spends
about $334 million annually in Los
Angeles County. Spending by employ-
ees whose firms receive university
dollars totals about $250 million, the
report said.

University activity creates about
6,000 jobs in addition to its own 5,800
s t a ff and student employees, according
to the report. About 48 percent of jobs
created as the result of university
activities were in the service sector,
followed by 22 percent in govern m e n t ,
and 18 percent in retail and wholesale

trade. Construction and manufacturing
accounted for about 8 percent. 

“ We have known all along, thro u g h
anecdotal evidence, about the tre m e n-
dous impact we have on the region’s
economy and social well-being,” said
Cal State Northridge President Jolene
K o e s t e r. The data in the report pro v i d e s
“overwhelming” evidence of the
university’s influential role, she said.

Other findings in the report:
u University outreach programs in

hundreds of area schools involve
at least 30,000 K–12 students at a
value of about $6.5 million.

u Tuition and fees from CSUN’s out
of state students alone brought
about $50 million to the region.

u At nearly 6,000 annually, Northridge
e n rolls 30 percent more Los Angeles

County high school graduates than
any other area university.

u Northridge’s 6,100 annual graduates
e a rn degrees that closely mirror the
work force needs of the county,
with about 20 percent in business
and economics, 18 percent in social
and behavioral sciences and about
15 percent in arts and entertainment.

u University grants and contracts
brought nearly $67 million into the
area economy in 2002/03.

u The university’s applied academic
research is supported by about
$27.3 million in external grants, a
figure that has doubled in the past
four years.

u Students received about $116 million
in grants, mostly from outside the are a .

u Last year, more than 74,000 people
attended campus cultural events.
Since 1980, the university’s art
galleries have hosted more than
500 exhibitions on campus, bringing
25,000 to 30,000 visitors to campus
annually. 
The community impact report is

based on the fiscal year 2002/03, the
most recent year for which sufficient
data was available. For more infor-
mation about the report, call the Center
for Southern California Studies at
(818) 677-6518, or visit
www.csun.edu/~cscs/. ■

Northridge Looms Large in Regional Economy, Data Shows
Research Center Says for Every Dollar the State Invests in the University, More than Four are Generated
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Japanese Americans continued on page 4.

From the “Telling Our Stories” exhibit, these photos were provided courtesy of Nancy
Takayama of the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center.
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California State University
Chancellor Charles B. Reed and
President Jolene Koester were

among the first to inspect Cal State
Northridge’s new 40-foot long
Emergency Operations Center (EOC)
mobile command post trailer at a
November 11 open house.

Northridge Chief of Police Anne
Glavin and Public Safety Department
staff demonstrated to the chancellor
and other open house visitors what
happens when the completely custom-
designed unit is fully deployed and in
“operational mode.” The 12-person
mobile command post is outfitted for
full police dispatch capability and
tactical planning away from the
central station.

“We can deploy the unit for any
disaster or critical incident response,”
said Chief Glavin. “It will be invaluable
to us in situations when we have to
get in close and fast, and in managing
operations close to the scene in the
event of an earthquake, other natural
disaster or severe emergency.”

Physical Plant Management has a
room set aside for conversion to an
emergency command post, Glavin
noted, but should that room become

incapacitated for any reason, the self-
contained EOC trailer could take on
the command operations.

Open house visitors were able to
see the trailer’s conference area
designed for disaster planning, tactical

operations or command and control
of other emergency services. The are a
is equipped with telephones, satellite
television, computer operations, re m o t e
camera capability and other features.

Built by Perris-based University

Specialty Vehicle, the 7,000 lb. unit
potentially could be mobilized by
CSUN’s Public Safety Department on
a mutual aid basis to help other CSU
sites in case of disasters at sister
campuses.

Chief Glavin briefed Chancellor
Reed and other CSU officials on the
mobile command unit and on CSUN’s
emergency response plan. Other
matters discussed were the campus’
communications protocol in non-
disaster situations, the campus building
warden program, terrorism training
for police and other emergency-
related matters. 

“Disaster response and prepared-
ness are high on Chancellor Reed’s
list of concerns, said Chief Glavin,
adding that risk management is a high
priority across the entire California
State University system.

Accompanying the chancellor and
President Koester were CSU Vice
Chancellor Jackie McClain; Executive
Vice Chancellor for Business Richard
West; Provost Harry Hellenbrand;
Vice President for Administration and
Finance Mohammad Qayoumi; and
University Advancement Vice Pre s i d e n t
Judy C. Knudson. ■

New EOC Mobile Command Post Ready for Duty
Chancellor, President and Campus Inspect Emergency Unit During its CSUN Debut

Trustees OK Proposed ‘05–‘06 CSU Support Budget 
Undergrad and Teacher Credential Candidate Fees are Set for 8 Percent Hike

Chief of Police Anne Glavin points out details of EOC mobile unit to Vice President for
Administration and Finance Mohammad Qayoumi, President Jolene Koester and Chancellor
Charles B. Reed, far right.

Ca l i f o rnia State University’s Board of
Trustees on October 28 appro v e d
the CSU’s proposed 2005/06

support budget, including an incre a s e
in student fees starting in fall 2005.

If approved by Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger and California’s state
legislature, the budget will require
resident undergraduates and teacher
credential candidates to pay an 8
percent fee increase, or $186 and
$215 more, respectively. Graduate
student fees will increase by 10
percent, or $282.

Combined with average campus-
based fees of $582, the projected

undergraduate resident annual fee
for 2005/06 will be $3,102. Teacher
credential students can expect to pay
$3,504, and all other graduate
students $3,684.

Trustees agreed to the fee
increase in a May 2004 higher
education compact with Governor
Schwarzenegger, calling for the CSU
to develop its annual budget plan
based on the assumption that under-
graduate student fees will increase
by 14 percent for 2004/05, and by 
8 percent for both 2005/06 and
2006/07. 

Given the high cost of graduate

p rograms and expected higher earn i n g s
of graduate students, the governor
expects graduate student fees eventually
to be 50 percent higher than under-
graduate fees.

Based on the compact, the
proposed 2005/06 budget requests
$224.8 million in new revenue for
the CSU, including funding for a 2.5
percent—$63.7 million—student
enrollment increase to accommodate
10,000 new CSU students (8,103 full-
time equivalent students).

About $101.2 million in new
revenue will be generated from the
proposed 2005/06 fee increase and

enrollment growth revenue, $23.3
million of which will flow into a CSU
grant pool to help financially needy
students.

A 3 percent increase for general
operations will fund nearly $137.8
million in mandatory costs, compen-
sation and long-term needs unfunded
for the past three years.

“Raising fees is a very difficult
decision for all of us,” said Board of
Trustees chair Murray Galinson, adding
that the board action was made
necessary by system-wide budget
cuts during the last three years. ■

Theatre Alumnus Named Governor’s Cabinet Secretary
Terry Tamminen Leaves CalEPA Post to Accept Job as Liaison to Heads of State Agencies

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger
has appointed Cal State
Northridge theatre alumnus

Terry Tamminen to the post of Cabinet
s e c retary, where he will serve as chief
liaison between the governor and
the major state agency chiefs. He
attended CSUN in1973.

“Terry has been a bold and inno-
vative counselor to me as a CalEPA
secretary over the past year,” said
Governor Schwarzenegger. “I look
forward to his guidance and advice
as we work together with my cabinet
s e c retaries to shape policy that benefit s
all of California and keeps our state
on the path to economic recovery.”

Tamminen will take over the Cabinet
s e c retary position from Marybel Batjer
this month. 

“I look forward to using my back-

ground in not only environmental
policy, but also my experience as a
small business owner, as a consultant,

in agriculture, and in education,” he
said of his new job.

Prior to his work at the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, Tamminen
was executive director of the Enviro n-
ment Now Foundation in Santa Monica.
He was founder and director of Santa
Monica Baykeeper, and co-founded
Waterkeeper programs in San Diego,
Orange County, Ventura and Santa
Barbara.

Other career experiences include
tropical fish breeding in Australia,
and a seven-year stint as manager of
a large sheep ranch. He has helped
develop new methods to control
livestock disease and has managed
real estate. At various times during
his care e r, he has helped the Nigerian
g o v e rnment create its first solid waste
recycling program, and participated in

university studies of conch depletion
in the Bahamas and declining manatee
populations in Florida.

Tamminen was chair of the Public
Advisory Committee to the Southern
California Wetlands Recovery Project,
and served on the Los Angeles/Long
Beach Harbor Safety Committee. As a
Wishtoyo Foundation board member,
he worked to preserve natural re s o u rc e s
by using the traditional teachings of
the Chumash Indians. 

A licensed Coast Guard ship captain,
the versatile Tamminen has used his
Northridge theater training onstage,
portraying William Shakespeare in his
children’s play. Among his current
book projects are a fictional diary of
the bard, and a book about the
“economic and environmental cost of
our dependence on oil.” ■

Te rry Tamminen, govern o r’s Cabinet secre t a ry
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Thursday, Nov. 18
Job Perf o rmance Ta l k
Sponsored by the Human Resource
Services’ Professional Development
Programs, the LAUSD’s Janice Evelyn
will discuss the alignment of job
performance with organization goals
from 9–11 a.m. in the Oviatt Library,
Room 16. RSVP and fmi–Melissa
Billeter, x3820.

Thursday, Nov. 18 and 25
Kiwanis Club
The Kiwanis Club of Northridge
meets from noon to 1:30 p.m.
Thursdays at the University Club.
Guests are welcome. fmi–Scott
Spooner, x2897.

Saturday, Nov. 20
Nutrition Workshop
The Marilyn Magaram Center and the
California Dietetic Association-Los
Angeles District present a workshop
titled “Updates on Childhood Over-
weight Epidemic and School Nutrition”
f rom 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Nobbs
Auditorium of Sequoia Hall Room 104.
fmi–magaram.center@csun.edu

Tuesday, Nov. 23
CELT Faculty Book Group
Faculty are invited to join the Center
for Excellence in Learning and
Teaching’s book group to discuss
“ R e flections on Multiliterate Lives” fro m
2:15–3:15 p.m. in Sierra Hall 439.
fmi–Kelly Kroeker x 6536 or
kelly.kroeker@csun.edu.

Thursday, Dec. 2
A n t h ropology Career Wo r k s h o p
The Anthropology Department, the
Careers in Anthropology Mentoring
P rogram (CAMP) and the Anthro p o l o g y
Student Association (ASA) present
“The Job Search, Part I: Identifying
Career Interests, Preparing Resumes
and CVs, and Job Interview Tips” fro m
10 a.m. to noon in Sierra Hall, Room
235. fmi–Christina Von Mayrhauser,
x3328, or cv73415@csun.edu.

Public Meetings
Personnel Planning and
Review Committee
Meets 2–5 p.m.
Wed., Nov. 17 and Wed., Dec. 1
University Hall 277

Faculty Senate
Meets 2–4:30 p.m.
Thu., Nov. 18
Oviatt Library Presentation Room 81

Union Program Council
Meets 3:30 p.m.
Thursdays, Nov. 18 and 25
USU Flintridge Room

Educational Policies
Committee
Meets 2–4 p.m.
Wed., Nov. 24
University Hall 211

University Planning 
and Budget Group
Meets 1–3 p.m.
Mon., Nov. 29
University Hall 277

For Your Information p u b l i s h e s
announcements of events, public
meetings, notices, classes and
deadlines. Submission deadline is
noon on Monday, one week before
the next issue.

The deadline for the December 6
issue is Monday, N ovember 29. We
s t r i v e to include all items submitted
by deadline occurring until the next
issue. Submit future items by e-mailing
them to pubinfo@csun.edu, sending

them to mail drop 8242 or faxing
them to (818) 677-4909. E-mail is
the preferred method of submitting.

Note: fmi–means for more
information. ■FYIFYI

Senate Executive Committee 
Meets 1–4:30 p.m.
Thu., Dec. 2
University Hall 277

Notices
Our Deepest Sympathy
The university community and the
Music Department offer deepest
condolences to the family and friends
of Pat Ku h n ( M u s i c ) on the passing of
her mother, Mildred Crowley, who
worked at CSUN for more than 20 years
as secretary to the faculty president.

Performance Review
A perf o rmance review of Richard Dull,
director of Athletics, is underway.
Faculty, staff and students who wish
to participate in this review may do
so by requesting an evaluation form
from the president’s office, x2121.
The deadline for submitting the
evaluation form is Friday, Dec. 3.

E-mail: Official Communication
A new CSUN policy makes e-mail the
official method of campus commu-
nication. Monitoring e-mail becomes
even more important since critical
information from the university will
be sent to the pre f e r red e-mail addre s s
on file. fmi–cto@csun.edu.

Who’s Who in American
Colleges and Universities
Applications for this year’s Who’s Who
candidates are available through the
University Student Union’s Matador
Involvement Center, dean’s offices,
department chairs and program coor-
dinators. Candidates must have been
juniors, seniors, or graduate students
during the 2004–2005 academic year
with a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA
for undergraduates and a 3.3 cumulative
GPA for graduate students at the end
of the fall semester. Students who
are selected will receive certificates
in May. fmi–Jennifer Ames, x5111
Mon–Thu., 10–3 p.m.

Search for Valley 
Nisei Documents
Asian American Studies professor Edith
Chen and her student re s e a rchers are
seeking personal photos and stories
of Japanese Americans who lived in
the San Fernando Valley between the
1910s and 1950s, for an oral history
p roject (see story, page 1). E-mail Chen
at edith.chen@csun.edu or call her at
(818) 677-4966. fmi–www.csun.edu/
japaneseamericans.

C a t a s t rophic Leave Donation
Ken Swanson (ITR-User Support
S e r v i c e s ) is currently out on a medical
leave of absence and is unable to
re t u rn to work at this time. His medical
leave credits have been exhausted and
he is requesting catastrophic leave
donations on his behalf. The catas-
trophic leave donation form may be
accessed at w w w - a d m n . c s u n . e d u /h r s /
f o rm s / b e n e fit s f o rm s . h t m l. To make a
donation of sick leave and/or vacation
leave, forward completed forms to
Renee Venezia, manager, Payroll
Administration, mail code 8228.

2005 Faculty Retreat 
The CSUN Faculty Retreat 2005,
“Thriving in the Learning-Centered
University Environment,” will be held
on January 24 and 25, 2005, in Oxnard.
Interested faculty members should
contact their college deans’ offices.
fmi–Sandy Horwitz, x3263.

Classes
Extended Learning Schedule
The winter term class schedule for The
Roland Tseng College of Extended
L e a rning is available at w w w . c s u n . e d u /
exl/. The college offers dozens of
university credit courses during the
campus winter break from Mon.,
Jan. 3–Fri., Jan. 28. Registration starts
Wed., Dec. 1. fmi–x2504 or
www.csun.edu/exl/.

ITR Faculty/Staff Training
Information Technology Resources
provides free training workshops for
CSUN faculty and staff:
u Excel-Data Query & Management

P re requisite: Intermediate Wi n d o w s
(NT or higher, or Macintosh
familiarity) knowledge and
working knowledge of Excel.
Wed., Nov. 17, 9-11: 30 a.m.
OV 33

Master of Public
Administration Registration
Registration for Master of Public
Administration classes off e red by The
Roland Tseng College of Extended
Learning during winter term, January
2005, starts November 30. fmi–x5635
or http://tsengcollege.csun.edu/mpa.

Deadlines
W-2 Statements
To ensure timely receipt of 2004 W- 2
statements, changes to current addre s s e s
should be made by visiting the CSUN
PeopleSoft Faculty/Staff Self-Service
module. The deadline to submit
address changes is Sun., Nov. 21.
fmi–Cindy Mitchell, x2118.

Human Subjects 
Research Approval
Faculty and Students performing
research with human subjects must
complete a Human Subjects Protocol
Approval form. Original forms and
nine copies must be submitted to the
Research Office for review by the
Standing Advisory committee for the
Protection of Human Subjects. Next
deadline: Tue., Nov. 30. Next meeting:
Tue., Dec. 14. Protocol submission
forms are in the Office of Research
and Sponsored Projects., University
Hall 265, or download from w w w . c s u n .
edu/research. fmi–x2901.

■   ■   ■

Events
Monday, Nov. 15
America Recycles Day
Associated Students’ University
Recycling Program and Services invites
the campus community to “take the
pledge” during America Recycles Day
(ARD) from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in fro n t
of the Matador Bookstore. All pledges
will be entered in the national ARD
contest; the grand prize is a Ford
Escape Hybrid. fmi–Cyndi Signett,
x2477, or w w w . a m e r i c a re c y c l e s d a y . o rg. 

Tuesday, Nov. 16
Faculty CELT Programs
The Center for Excellence in Learn i n g
and Teaching offers “Beck Brown
Bag—Judge Julian Beck Grant
Recipients Share Their Project Results”
from 12:30–2 p.m. Tue., Nov. 16 in
the CELT Conference Room, Sierra
Hall 439. f m i and RSVP–Kelly Kro e k e r,
x6536, or kelly.kroeker@csun.edu.

Tu e s d ay, N ov.16 and We d n e s d ay, D e c . 1
Northridge Toastmasters
Every first Wednesday and third
Tuesday of the month, the To a s t m a s t e r s
meet from 12–1 p.m. in the Oviatt
Library’s Presentation Room. 
fmi–Sabrina Rife, x5700.

Wednesday, Nov. 17
Long Term Care Plans
Derek Giacomazzi, divisional vice
president of AXA Advisors, LLC ,will
discuss long-term care plans from noon
to 1:30 p.m. in the Oviatt Library, Room
16. RSVP by the morning of Wed.,
Nov. 17. fmi–Melissa Billeter, x3820.

Wednesday, Nov. 17–Thursday, Nov. 18
Brown Bag Film Series
The Marilyn Magaram Center pre s e n t s
its Brown Bag Film Series in Sequoia
Hall 112. Admission is free.
“Food Safety” and “Kitchen Safety &
Sanitation”
Wed., Nov. 17, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Thu., Nov. 18, 3–4 p.m. 

We d n e s d ay, N ov. 1 7 – We d n e s d ay, D e c . 8
Union Program Council Events
Wed., Nov. 17, 11:30 a.m.: Free crafts
event, USU.
Wed., Dec. 1, 11:30 a.m.: Free crafts
event, USU. 

Thursday, Nov. 18 
Retirement Reception 
The College of Engineering and
Computer Science will host a re t i re m e n t
reception for academic advisor Ye r v a n t
Aghishian from 4:30–7:30 p.m. in the
University Club. Aghishian is leaving
CSUN after 25 years of service. 
fmi and RSVP–x4501.

Thursday, Nov. 18
Frank del Olmo Book Signing
Deans Elizabeth Say ( H u m a n i t i e s ) a n d
William Toutant (Arts, Media, and
Communication) will host a book
signing for “Frank del Olmo: Commen-
taries of His Times,” in the Oviatt
Library Presentation Room from 
6–8 p.m. Co-editors Magdalena
Beltrán-del Olmo and Frank
Sotomayor will sign. fmi and
RSVP–Jeanie Heisner, x5473.



The Chinese Golden
Dragon Acrobats
Sun., Nov. 21, 2 p.m.
Performing Arts Center
$35

▲ Riders in the Sky—
Christmas Show 2

Sun., Dec. 5, 2 p.m.
Performing Arts Center
$15 children, $30–$45 adults

Calendar The A.S. Ticket Office in Nord h o ff Hall sells tickets to many e v e n t s on campus, except for some held by outside gro u p s .
The Ticket Offic e is open from 10 a.m.–6 p.m. Mon.–Fri. For prices not given, call (818) 677-2488.

Rounce and Coffin Club
The 63rd Annual Rounce and Coffin
Club Western Books Exhibition
Runs through Wed., Nov. 24
Oviatt Library Lobby

Oviatt Library Treasures
Extraordinary material from the
library’s major collecting areas in
Special Collections and Archives are
displayed. Items from the Inter -
national Guitar Research Archive,
the Old China Hands Archive and the
Urban Archives Center are included.
Runs through March 31, 2005
C.K. and Teresa Tseng Gallery

Book Binding
Exhibits from the California Chapter
of Guild Book Workers.
Wed., Dec. 1 through Fri., March 25,
2005.
Oviatt Library Lobby

▲ Eighth Annual High
School Invitational

San Fernando Valley high school
students showcase their artwork.
Opens Fri., Dec. 3 and runs through
Sat., Jan. 8, 2005.
Closed Fri., Dec. 24–Sun., Jan. 2.
Opening reception: Fri., Dec. 3,
7–9 p.m.
Gallery Talk: Mon., Dec. 6, 10 a.m.
Cal State Northridge Art Galleries

Bianchi Planetarium
“Autumn Sky Show” and “The
Galaxy Evolution Explorer”
Fri., Nov. 19, 6 p.m.
“Autumn Sky Show” a n d “ S e a r c h
for the Christmas Star”
Fri., Dec. 3, 6 p.m.
For ticket info, (818) 677-2488 or visit
w w w. c s u n . e d u / p h y s i c s / p l a n e t a r i u m .

Women’s Basketball
11/17 Play Mode 7 p.m.
11/19 Eastern Washington 7 p.m.
11/22 Love & Basketball 7:30 p.m.

Women’s Volleyball
11/20 Utah State 7 p.m.

Screenings are free and take place
in the Alan and Elaine Armer T h e a t e r,
on the first floor of Manzanita Hall
at the southwest corner of campus.
The theme of the film screenings
for fall 2004 is “Story, Plot and
Style: Principles of Narration.” For
more info, call (818) 677-3192 or
see www.csuncinematheque.com.

“Russian Ark”
Directed by Alexander Sokurov.
Mon., Nov. 22, 7 p.m.

“The Seventh Cross”
Directed by Fred Zinneman.
Wed., Nov. 24, 7 p.m.

“Thirty-Six Hours”
Directed by George Seaton.
Wed., Dec. 1, 8 p.m.

“The Village”
Starring Joaquin Phoenix.
Sponsored by the Union Program
Council.
Thu., Nov. 18 and Sat., Nov. 20, 
7 p.m.
Shoshone Room, Satellite Student
Union (SSU)
Free 

“Collateral”
Starring Tom Cruise and Jamie Foxx.
Sponsored by the Union Program
Council.
Thu., Dec. 2, and Sat., Dec. 4, 7 p.m.
Shoshone Room, SSU
Free

Women’s Chorale and
University Chorus
Conducted by Katherine Ramos
Baker and Elmer Heerema,
respectively.
Fri., Nov. 19, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center

Faculty Artist Series
Featuring Mary Kim, violinist and
Mary Au, pianist.
Sat., Nov. 20, 3 p.m.
Music Recital Hall

CSUN Jazz “A” Band
Directed by Gary Pratt.
Sat., Nov. 20, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center 

Wind Symphony
Conducted by Larry Stoffel.
Mon., Nov. 22, 8 p.m. 
Performing Arts Center

CSUN Master Chorale
Conducted by Paul Smith.
Tue., Nov. 23, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center

CSUN Vocal Jazz
Directed by Matt Falker.
Mon., Nov. 29, 8 p.m.
Music Recital Hall

CSUN Steel Drum Band
Directed by Gee Rabe.
Tue., Nov. 30, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center 

Opera Workshop
Directed by Ann Baltz. 
Wed., Dec. 1, 8 p.m.
Music Recital Hall

Wind Ensemble
Conducted by Larry Stoffel. 
Thu., Dec. 2, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center

CSUN Symphony
Conducted by John Roscigno. 
Fri., Dec. 3, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center

Guitar Studio Recital
Directed by Steve Thachuk and
Ron Borczon. 
Sat., Dec. 4, 2 p.m.
Music Recital Hall

Northridge Singers
Conducted by Paul Smith. 
Sat., Dec. 4, 8 p.m.
Performing Arts Center 

Media Showcase
Directed by Elizabeth Sellers. 
Sun., Dec. 5, 8 p.m.
Music Recital Hall

Third Annual 
Student Showcase
Sponsored by the Union Program
Council.
Wed., Nov. 17, 7 p.m.
Performing Arts Center
Free

“ E m p e ror of the Moon”
By Aphra Behn.
Directed by Ken Sawyer.
Fri., Nov. 19, 8 p.m.
Sat., Nov. 20, 8 p.m.
Sun., Nov. 21, 3 p.m.
Little Theatre
$10–$15

Athletics (home games):

Art and Exhibits 

For gallery info, call (818) 677-2156.
Main gallery hours: Mon. through
Sat. 12–4 p.m. Admission is free
unless specified. For library exhibits,
call (818) 677-2285.

Music

Admission to all music events (unless
otherwise specified): $10 general, $7
f a c u l t y, staff and seniors, $5 students.
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Cinematheque

Film

Japanese Americans…

Cal State Northridge.
For two semesters, Asian American

Studies professor Edith Chen and her
students have been on a mission to
gather for exhibition all the stories
and documents they can while they
can. They are aware that time is not
on their side.

“ We can assume that the generations
who lived during that time are not
going to be with us much longer,”
said senior Peter Ngotngamwong.
“It’s important that we get their
histories before it’s too late.”

A film called “Stand Up for Justice:
The Ralph Lazo Story” will be scre e n e d
at the exhibition to highlight the
close relationships between Japanese
Americans and Mexican Americans in
the pre-war Valley and larger Los
Angeles community. Lazo, a Mexican
American high school youth, voluntarily
accompanied his Japanese American
friends to the Manzanar internment
camp. He later earned a master’s
degree in sociology from CSUN.

Guests also will view the students’

videotaped documentary based on 25
interviews with Nisei (second generation
Japanese Americans)—many in their
seventies, eighties and older.

“There’s not a lot written about
them,” said Chen. “That’s why our
project is so important.”

When Japanese Americans were
o r d e red out of their Valley homes and
into internment camps after the U.S.
entry into the war, explained junior
Amy Ikeda, many lost all of their family
photos and much of their written history.

“They were only allowed to take
a couple or so bags each,” she said.
“So there are lots of pictures docu-
menting the camp periods, but not
of their life before internment.”

Another reason for the rarity of
such records, said senior Michael
Razon, compounds the tragedy of
the Nisei wartime experience. “The
records were buried or burned by
the families,” he said.

“Because many of their parents
w e re immigrants,” added Ikeda, “they
didn’t want Americans to think they
had ties to Japan.”

Their fears were fed by the actions
of the FBI. “It was not uncommon at
this time that the FBI would go into
people’s homes and search through
their belongings,” Chen said. “So
they thought any evidence linking
them to Japan furthered this notion
that they were the enemy, they were
not true Americans.”

Chen said the project was initiated
by Nancy Takayama of the San
Fernando Valley Japanese American
Community Center in Pacoima, who in
summer 2003 sought the help of
CSUN’s Asian American Studies
Department in collecting the oral
histories.

Gordon Nakagawa, now interim
associate dean in the College of
Humanities, brought the idea to
Chen. “He thought the Asian
American Studies Communities and
Field Practicum class would be the
perfect forum to get students hands-
on, practical field experience and
training in collecting oral histories,”
she said, “as well as providing
service and filling a community need.”

Though the project has attracted
support and collaboration from within
the university, it is in need of greater
financial support for its substantial
equipment needs and time commit-
ments, Chen said.

In the meantime, the project is
evolving. The “Telling Our Stories”
exhibition will travel to Mission College
in the spring, and will be transform e d
into a play by drama teacher Randy
Olea for a San Fernando Valley High
School showcase in April 2005.

“Many of our students went to
high school in the Valley, yet they
have never heard about any of this,”
said Chen. “This is a great way of
getting high school students to learn
about their history, to learn about the
Japanese American experience in these
creative ways. This project is not just
a one-shot deal; this is something
that will have long-term impact.”

For more information about the
exhibition, call the Asian American
Studies Department at (818) 677-4966,
or e-mail edith.chen@csun.edu. ■
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