GEOLOGY 101 (Class #16284): GEOLOGY OF PLANET EARTH

SPRING   2013    M   5:00 – 7:45 pm   Live Oak Hall     Room 1231
OVERVIEW: Course will provide background on the geologic materials that make up our planet, as well as the processes that shape the earth and our environment.  Course satisfies the lecture part of the General Education Requirement in the Natural Sciences. 

INSTRUCTOR:   Dr. Kathleen M. Marsaglia
Office:  Live Oak Hall 1233 (2rd floor)   Phone: 677-6309


                  Office Hours:  M 2-4 pm or by appointment    Email: kathie.marsaglia@csun.edu 

REQUIRED TEXT BOOK: Plummer, Carlson, and Hammersley   Physical Geology (13th Edition) 


                                    CSUN Selected Chapters Edition (cheaper) Access card not necessary.

ATTENDANCE: Given that there are several Monday holidays this semester, this course will be taught in an even more condensed fashion than normal for a course meeting once a week.  Attendance and note taking are important to passing the course.  I strongly encourage you to read chapters before class lectures.  There are a lot of terms and concepts that may be new to you! 
GRADING:  Exam 1 = 25%, Exam 2 = 35%, Final = 40% (no plus/minus will be used)
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE – No cell phones (talking and texting) or pagers in class. If you need to make a call during open lab time, please leave the classroom to do so. I reserve the right to restrict computer note taking if students are observed to be playing games, surfing the web and checking email during lecture. Lectures will begin promptly at the start of the designated class time.  You should already be familiar with campus parking and traffic situations, so these are not valid excuses for chronic tardiness. If on occasion you are late, it is your responsibility to get notes from another student.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY – Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and evidence for such will be reported to the Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs with my recommendation for disciplinary action, and assignment of a failing grade for the course. Official California State University policy states: Cheating or plagiarism in connection with an academic program at a campus is listed in Section 41301, Title 5, California Code of Regulations, as an offense for which a student may be expelled, suspended, or given a less severe disciplinary sanction. Such dishonesty includes but is not limited to: cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic dishonesty, and plagiarism.” 

TENTATIVE  SCHEDULE (note no class on January 21, MLK Holiday)

Week 1 (Jan. 28) – Chapter 1 - Introduction; Chapter 2 - Atoms, Elements and Minerals


Week 2 {Feb. 4) – Chapters 3 - Igneous Rocks


** February 8, Last day to add or drop a class with permission number

Week 3 (Feb. 11) – Chapter 4 – Volcanism; Chapter 5 - Weathering and Soil 

Week 4 (Feb. 18) – Chapter 5 - Weathering and Soil; Chapter 6 - Sediments & Sedimentary Rocks

Week 5 (Feb. 25) – **Exam I - covers Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6; 

Week 6 (Mar. 4) – Chapter 7  - Metamorphic Rocks; Chapter 9 - Mass Wasting


Week 7 (Mar. 11) – Chapter 10 - Streams and Floods; Chapter 11 - Ground Water


Week 8 (Mar.18) – Chapter 13 - Deserts and Wind Action; Chapter 14 - Waves, Beaches and Coasts


Week 9 (Mar. 25) – Chapter 8 - Geologic Time

Week 10 (April 1 – NO CLASS - Cesar Chavez Holiday)


Week 11 (April 8 – NO CLASS - Spring Break) 

Week 12 (April 15) –  **(Exam 2 – covers  Chapters  7, 9, 10, 11, 13 & 14)

Week 13 (April 22) – Chapter 15 - Geologic Structures; Chapter 16 - Earthquakes


Week 14 (April 29) – Chapter 17 - The Earths Interior; Chapter 18 – The Sea Floor


Week 15 (May 6) – Chapter 19 - Plate Tectonics


Week 16 (May 13) – **Final exam 5:30-7:30pm  covers  Chapters 8, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 & questions 









from previous exams

