Rhetorical Analysis of Texts
Materials adapted from John Edlund and the Expository Reading and Writing Course

	Ethical questions (Ethos)
	

	1. Who is this author?  What can you tell from the information in the text?  Does he or she have the background to speak with authority on this subject?
	

	2. If you were going to do an Internet background check on this author, what would you want to find out?
	

	3. What sort of ethos does this writer try to project in this article?  What devices does he or she use to project this ethos? 
	

	4. Do you trust this author?  Do you think this author is deceptive?  Why or why not?
	

	Questions about emotional effects (Pathos)
	

	1. Does this piece affect you emotionally?  What parts?
	

	2. Do you think the author is trying to manipulate your emotions?  How?

	

	3. Do your emotions conflict with your logical interpretation of the arguments?  In what ways?
	

	Logical questions (Logos)
	

	1.  Aristotle notes that in ordinary speaking and writing we often use what Aristotle calls a (rhetorical syllogism( or an enthymeme.  This is an argument in which some of the premises remain unstated or are simply assumed.

Locate major claims and assertions you have identified in your previous analysis and work out the unstated assumptions behind them.  Are these assumptions valid?
	

	2.  Look at support for major claims and ask “Is there any claim that appears to be weak or unsupported?  Which one and why?”

	

	3.  Can you think of counter-arguments that the author doesn’t deal with?

	

	4.  Do you think the author has left something out on purpose?  Why or why not?

	

	
	

	Finally, all things considered, are you persuaded by this author’s thesis and arguments?  Why or why not? 

	


