
The tangle of biological purposes that is us From our genes to 
our public languages, a half dozen entwined levels of selection 
cooperate, but sometimes also conflict, each supporting a 
different level of purposes. Our own purposes, purposes of the 
individual, emerge from this tangle, sometimes triumphantly, 
sometimes conflictingly.  Along the way the question how forward-
looking goals emerge from natural selection is addressed, and 
also goals that do not aid survival. 


