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Biology Colloquium: Friday, 13 February 2015, 2:00 pm in CR 5125 
 

“Signaling pathways that lead to lung inflammation” 
 

Avery August, Ph.D. 
Department of Microbiology & Immunology 

Cornell University 
	  
 
 

Moving On 

Dinesh Gupta, an MS student in Dr. 
Chhandak Basu’s lab, received a 
research assistantship and full tuition 
waiver to pursue his Ph.D. in the 
Department of Plant and Microbial 
Biosciences at Washington University, 
St. Louis starting this summer.  
 
Lizard Necrophilia in Nat Geo 

During behavioral observations of 
Long-Nosed Leopard Lizards, former 
MS student Kamelia Algiers (now 
Professor of Biology at Ventura 
Community College) witnessed a male 
attempting to mate with a female that 
had been killed on the road. She 
published a note on the observation in 
2005. National Geographic recently 
featured her finding in a review article 
on lizard necrophilia in their Weird and 
Wild section.  

New Publication 
Anya Brown and Dr. Robert 

Carpenter are authors of a paper in 
Marine Biology: “Water flow influences 
the mechanisms and outcomes of 
interactions between massive Porites 
and coral reef algae.” Brown is now in a 
Ph.D. program at the University of 
Georgia (also Carpenter’s alma mater). 
 
MS Thesis Defense 

Nicolas Evensen will be defending 
his thesis at 10 am on 10 March in the 
Altadena Room, East Conference 
Center, University Student Union. His 
title is, “The effects of ocean 
acidification on species interactions 
among scleractinian corals.” All are 
welcome.  
  

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2015/02/150227-necrophilia-lizards-animals-mating-sex-science-brazil/
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Professor gives Mardi Gras 
Seminar 

Dr. Robert Espinoza presented a 
research seminar at Southeastern 
Louisiana University and stayed with his 
hosts through the weekend to 
experience Mardi Gras in New Orleans. 
 
Crowd Funding Pleas 

—Jeffrey Esparza 
I am an undergraduate majoring in 

Ecology & Evolution. I have been given 
the amazing opportunity to assist 
Andrea Haberkern, a graduate student 
in Dr. David Gray’s lab, with her field 
research on the ecomorphology of 
spiders in the Ecuadorian Amazon. I 
hope to help collect thousands of 
spiders and learn the ins and outs of 
research. Andrea’s thesis budget covers 
everything for me 
except the plane ticket, 
so we have launched a 
crowd-funding 
campaign. CHECK US 
OUT. Thank you CSUN 
Biology for your 
support!  

	  

 
 

 

 
 

—Maria Akopyan 
 I am in the midst of a crowd-funding 
campaign to pay for my upcoming field 
season on the charismatic Red-Eyed 
Treefrog in Central America. I need 
money to get there to collect DNA 
samples. This will allow me to 
characterize the extent of genomic 
diversity among populations to reveal 
the relative strength of forces that 
mediate evolutionary divergence. I’m 

half-way to my goal, but the 
clock is ticking—oh 

dear! Please 
take a look at 

MY SITE and 
tell all your friends 

and relations who might take 
an interest. 
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Please help fund 
our research! 

https://experiment.com/projects/it-s-not-easy-being-green-the-color-of-gene-diversity-in-red-eyed-treefrogs
http://imgkid.com/mardi-gras-beads-clip-art-png.shtml
https://experiment.com/projects/spiders-of-yasuni-how-does-morphology-contribute-to-ecological-success
http://www.csun.edu/science-mathematics/biology/alumni-and-giving
http://www.csun.edu/science-mathematics/biology/news-and-events
https://csunbio.wordpress.com/

