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Biology Colloquium: Friday, 30 January 2015, 2:00 pm in CR 5125
“From Macrocephaly to Breast Cancer:
The Surprising Biology of NHERF1, an Adapter Protein”
Gillermo Romero, Ph.D.
University of Pittsburgh

New Publication
Drs. Steeve Comeau, Robert
Carpenter, Coulson Lantz, and Peter
Edmunds have a new paper in
Biogeosciences: “Ocean acidification
accelerates dissolution of experimental
1 coral reef communities.”

Come Watch Job Candidates
The Department of Biology has two
job searches underway. This week we
have three candidates for the
geneticist position. All are welcome to
attend their talks:
• Dr. Mariano Loza-Coll from UCLA
will speak on Wednesday, 28
January at 9:30 am in CR 5125.
• Dr. Jane Kim from Yale will speak on
Thursday, 29 January at 9:30 am CR
5126.
• Dr. Sandra Leal from Washington
University will speak on Friday, 30
January at 11:30 am in CR 5122.

Share your evaluations of the
candidates with Dr. Cindy Malone,
chair of the geneticist search
committee.

Summer Sampling
—Cody Russell
I had only been home from
Ecuador about five weeks before I
packed up again and headed for
Owens Valley to work as a research
assistant for the month of June. After
spending two months in the rainforest
as part of Biology’s tropical semester,
the stark contrast in climate and
landscape shocked my senses. The
dry and dusty valley is wedged
between two majestic mountain
ranges, the Sierra Nevada to the west
and the White Mountains to the east.
The vast open space and small towns
straddling the famed Highway 395 are
reminiscent of the Old West, or at least
the Old West of movies.
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Six months earlier, Dr. Paula
Schiffman, my graduate advisor, had
recruited me to be her research
assistant on an exciting
interdisciplinary project funded by the
NSF. The goals of the project are to
investigate how the citizens of Owens
Valley are coping with changes in
climate and water policy in an arid
environment. Dr. Schiffman’s role is to
determine how changes in water
availability over the past 100 years
have affected the diversity and
abundance of the native plant
communities. I would be working
alongside Dr. Schiffman as well as Dr.
Kim Kirner (CSUN, Department of
Anthropology) and Dr. Jim Hayes
(University of Nebraska, Department
of Geography). This was a
tremendous opportunity to gain
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valuable research experience in the
field while getting paid to work as a
biologist!
We arrived at the White Mountain
Research Station on June 1st. The
Station is located about four miles east
of the town of Bishop, at the base of
the White Mountains. The Station has
a dining hall, a small laboratory, a
couple of classrooms, and several
housing trailers for researchers. The
staff was warm and welcoming. As the
only male research assistant, I lucked
out and got my own room with a desk,
a window, and bookshelf! This was a
real treat compared to the rustic
togetherness of Ecuador.
The other research assistants were
Krystal Kissinger (a graduate student
in archaeology) and Victoria Weaver
(a graduate student in cultural
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anthropology). The three of us hit it off
right away. With diverse backgrounds
and interests, we shared stories of
travel, school, and research. Each
morning our team made sack lunches
and headed out into the field. Dr.
Hayes worked as the navigator,
selecting random GPS sampling points
stretched across the valley. Many of
these locations were miles from any
paved road, but Dr. Schiffman’s
proficient off-road driving got us to
these remote sites—and with a cargo
van, no less! Every day I learned to
identify new plants and explored more
of the fascinating geology and terrain
that makes the Owens Valley so
special. Long days of driving, hiking,
and surveying were often followed by
nights of beer, billiards, and laughter at
the local saloon with my fellow
research assistants.
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During my month at the White
Mountain Research Station, I gained
extensive knowledge of the local flora
and received valuable experience with
sampling protocols. I also made some
great friends, took some awesome
pictures, and got a chance to see how
people live in a very different part of
my home state.

Now Chair at Dominguez Hills
Dr. Helen Chun, who once did
postgraduate research with Dr. Steve
Oppenheimer, has become Chair of
the Department of Biology at CSU
Dominguez Hills.
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