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Biology Colloquium: Friday, 8 February 2013, 2:00 in CR 5125 
	  

“Biological Importance of -Omics: How do we Know what is Important?” 
 

Douglas L. Crawford, Ph.D. 
University of Miami 

 

Special Marine Guest Speaker 

 Dr. James Porter, Miegs Distinguished 
Professor of Ecology at the University of 
Georgia, will give two talks on 8 February. 
At 11:00 am he will give a university-wide 
talk in the Little Theater (enter at the south 
of Nordhoff Hall) on “The ecology of war.” 
At 3:30 pm, he will give a special seminar 
in marine biology (CR 5125) on the host 
jump of a human pathogen into salt water 
that has become a disease agent of reef 
corals. Porter’s visit is funded as part of the 
Distinguished Speakers Program.  
 
Biology Professors Make Big 
Splash at Faculty Retreat 

 Biology profs were big-time participants 
in CSUN’s Faculty Retreat. Dr. Cheryl Van 
Buskirk was featured in President 
Harrison’s keynote address for her 
innovation at lecturing from the iPad with 
some darn cool apps. Drs. Cindy Malone, 
Mary-Pat Stein, and Paul Wilson reported 
on how students have received lecture 
capture. Wilson also presented on Moodle 
2 and on eTexts. 

Did You Know...? 

 Dr. MariaElena Zavala is a comic strip 
superhero?  
 

 
 
Source: Sacramento Bee. 
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New Publications 

 Steeve Comeau, Peter Edmunds, 
Nate Spindel, and Robert Carpenter are 
the proud authors of a paper in Limnology 
and Oceanography: “The responses of 
eight coral reef calcifiers to increasing 
partial pressure of CO2 do not exhibit a 
tipping.” 
 Dr. Sean Murray, former student Jeff 
Hammond, and collaborators have a paper 
out in Food and Chemical Toxicology: 
“Inhibition of Herpes Simplex Virus type 1 
with the modified green tea polyphenol 
palmitoyl-epigallocatechin gallate.” 
Hammond was a Medical Technology BS 
major and is currently in a clinical lab 
science-training program at UC Davis.  
 
Microscopy of the Long Dead 

 Microscopy technician Mark Armitage 
used the confocal microscope to make an 
image of a bone cell from the fossil 
dinosaurTriceratops. The image was 
featured on the cover of the magazine 
American Laboratory last month. 

Free Biology Tutoring 

 The Biology Tutoring Office (CR 5217) 
is staffed from 9 am to 5 pm Monday 
through Friday with Biology graduate 
student tutors. No appointment is 
necessary. A more detailed schedule for 
individual tutors and their specialties is 
posted on the biology website. You may 
also email biotutor@csun.edu or phone 
(818) 677-4406. 
  
Oppenheimer Edits 

 Dr. Steve Oppenheimer is editor of the 
Elsevier international journal Acta 
Histochemica. Many CSUN biology 
faculty/students have published in this half-
century-old journal affiliated with the 
International Federation of Societies for 
Histochemistry and Cytochemistry. 
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