Newhall Land and Farming Company
Southern California Ecology Endowment

Grant in Support of Terrestrial Ecology

Grant History

In 2004,the Newhall Land and FarmingCompanymadea $25,000contributionto the CSUN
endowmento fund researclon the “ecology of southernCalifornia.” In 2006,the Departmenof
Biology waschargedwith administeringthe awardsandthefirst grantswill beawardedn spring
2007.Thereafterfundswill bedispersedannuallyto the extentthatthe endowmentccrues
sufficientinterest. The numberandamountof awardswill dependonthe numberof applications
deemedworthy of funding by a reviewcommittee but individual awardswill notexceed$1000.

Eligibility

Grantswill beawardedio graduatestudentsn the Departmenbf Biology whoseresearctfocuseson
the ecologyof terrestrialorganismspopulations,or communitiesfrom southernCalifornia. Here
‘ecology’ is broadlydefinedto recognizethe multidisciplinary natureof the field. As such,
integrativeprojectsthatincorporae perspectivesrom otherfields areencouragede.g.,conservation
biology, evolutionaryecology,paleoecologyphysiologicalecology,etc.), but the ecological
componenimustbe clearly evident.Fundscanbe usedto supportfieldwork (travelto field sites),
visits to museumssmall equipmentpurchasesand expendablenaterials.Fundsmay not be usedasa

stipend,to pay salariesfor tuition, books,travel to meetings/symposiar othernon-research
essentialtems.

How to Apply

(1) Applicationsmustincludea completedapplicationform (page3 of this documentjanda proposal
thatincludes(a) Background, (b) Objectives/Hypotheses(c) Methods, (d) Anticipated
Results (e) Significance (f) Literature Cited, (g) Budget & Justification. Proposalanustnot
exceedive double-spacegagesof text (not including literaturecited andbudgetand
justification). The budgetandjustification shouldnot exceedwo pages.Thejustification should
indicatehow eachbudgetaryitem would be usedin theinvestigatio. Usea 12-pointfont or
largerandmarginsshouldbe 2.5 cm on all sides.Double-sidedcopiesareencouragedThe
original andtwo copiesof the applicationform andproposalmustbe enclosedwith each
application.

(2) Includea letter of recommendatin from the student’sadvisoraddressinghe importanceand
feasibility of the project,andthe qualificationsof the student(educationexperiencespecial
training, etc.). Theletter shouldalsoindicatethat spacefacilities, equipment,andpermissios
(statepermits,IACUC approval,etc.) arein placeto do theresearchEnclosethe original and
two copiesof the letterin a singleenvelopewith advisor’'ssignatureacrossthe seal.

(3) Submitthe applicationpacket(threecompletecopiesof the proposalandthreecopiesof theletter
of recommendationin a singlemanilaenvelopeto the Newhall AwardsCommitteg Department
of Biology.

(4) Failureto comply with instructionswill resultin the eliminationof the proposalfrom
consideratiorfor anaward.



Deadline

All application materials must be receivedby 5 PM on 1 May. If this date falls on a Saturday or
Sunday applicationswill be duethe following Monday.If any partof the proposal(including the
letter of recommendationis late, the proposalwill not be consideredor anaward.

Evaluation Criteria

Proposalwill be evaluatedor clarity, feasibility, generalscientific merit, andthe likelihood of the
investigationto providea meaningfulcontributionto the understandingf the ecologyof southern
California organismspopulations,or communities.Threeor more terrestrial ecology faculty

will independentlyeview andrank the applications A consensusankingwill be usedto makethe
final awarddecisions.Someawardsmay be fundedbelow the level requestedApplication materials
will notbereturned.

Award Notification & Awardee Responsibilities

Applicantswill benotified via electronicmail of the outcomeof their proposalon or before1 April

of eachyear.The University Foundaion will issuea checksoonthereafter Awardeeswill be
requiredsubmita two-pagesummaryof their findings uponcompletionof the projectandto account
for or documentuseof all funds (including original receipts).The Newhall Land andFarming
CompanySouthernCalifornia Ecology Grantshouldbe acknowledgedn thesesandpublications
stemmingfrom this support.



Newhall Land and Farming Company
Southern California Ecology Endowment

Grant in Support of Terrestrial Ecology

Name
Address
Street City Zip Code
Email: Phone
Student ID Number: MS Advisor:
Year started in MS Program: __ Anticipated Completion Date
Number of Units Completed Advanced to Candidacy Yes No
(circle one)
Title of Proposal
Amount Requested $ Total Budget for Project: $

Additional Sources of Funding(include advisor, department, Associated Students, as well
as extramural sources)

Source Amount Requested/Awarded  Funded/Rejected/In Review
Source Amount Requested/Awarded  Funded/Rejected/In Reawv

Source Amount Requested/Awarded  Funded/Rejected/In Review
Source Amount Requested/Awarded  Funded/Rejected/In Review
Source Amount Requested/Awarded  Funded/Rejected/In Review



