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The Glass Castle: Three Sets of Content Questions

1. How does the Billy Deel story end for the Walls family? 

2. What’s Mom’s reaction when she hears Lori needs glasses? 

3. What are the parent’s beliefs about religion? (104)

4. Why does Dad take the kids to the zoo? What happens when they’re there? (106-8)

5. How does the “Christmas that was supposed to be the best ever,” end? 

6. What does Dad do when Jeannette asks him to stop drinking? What’s the family’s reaction? (118)

7. How does the trip to the Grand Canyon end? 

8. When and why does mom tell Jeannette, “life is a drama full of tragedy and comedy. You should learn to enjoy the comic episodes a little more.” (129)

9. What is J’s reaction after she meets Dad’s family? (131)

10. How does the family spend the first night at Dad’s house?

11. What does Erma ask that the children not do?

12. Mom manages to find the bright side in the bleak Welch picture. What is it? (135)

13. What happens on the kids’ first day at their new school in Welch? (137)

14. Who is Dinitia Hewitt? 

15. Why are the kids always dirty? (140)

16. How does mom suggest Jeannette fight the bullies?  (141)

17. What finally ends the bullying? 



1. How do they make the bunk beds in the new house? (152)

2. What happens to the “foundation” of the Glass Castle? (155)

3. What does Jeannette go during lunch and what does she eat? (173)

4. Why does Jeannette say that even if she were sick, she wouldn’t tell Mom? (177)

5. Why do they not wash their clothes? (177)

6. What does Lori say when Mom asks if anyone has anything nice to say about Erma, now that she’s dead? (180)

7. How does Mom explain sexual assault? (a crime of perception – 184)

8. What happened to the house when the rain came (damp, mushrooms growing, no toilet 185)

9. What happens to the diamond ring Brian and Jeannette find in a piece of rotting lumber? (Mom gets it appraised 186)

10. Why is Mom opposed to welfare? (188)

11. What happens when the man from child welfare services comes to the house? 

12. What’s Dad’s reaction to Jeannette home made braces? 202

13. Who is Jeannette named after? Why did Dad choose this name? (203)

14. What does Jeannette decide to do with the watch she steals from Mr. Becker’s store? (217)

15. What’s the result of the whipping Jeannette gets from her Dad? 



1. What happens to the money the kids have saved for 9 months? 

2. How does Lori eventually make enough money to go to NY? 

3. Who is Chuck Yeager and why does Dad get so excited when he hears he is coming to give a talk at school? (233)

4. Why does Mom get upset when Jeannette tells her she plans to leave at the end of the year? (237)

5. What is Jeannette’s reaction when Dad brings out the blueprints and asks her about the room she wants? (238)

6. What does Mom say when Jeannette tells her the bus out of Welch leaves at 7:10 in the morning? (239)

7. What’s Lori’s first job in NY? (247), what’s her second? 

8. What impresses her about the apartment Lori rents? 

9. Who convinces Jeannette to go to college? (250)

10. What does Dad accuse Lori of doing? (215 – stealing his kids). 

11. How do the parents become homeless? (250)

12. What is Mom’s reaction when Lori kicks her out? (250)

13. How does mom describe being homeless? (an adventure 251)

14. How are the parents different from most homeless people? (255 – go to library, read)

15. What happens in Jeannette’s political science class? (256)

16. Jeannette points out to Rose Mary that she has options. What are those options? (258-9)

17. What happens to Dad’s job as a maintenance guy at the resort? 

18. Where does Jeannette get the tuition money to finish her education at Barnard? (264) To what extent do you believe the story? 

19. What does Jeannette like about Eric? (268)

20. What does Mom tell J when she acknowledges that she actually did well? (270)

21. What does Jeannette think about when she realizes how much Mom’s land is worth? (272)

22. Why is Maureen arrested? 

23. How long is Maureen hospitalized? What does she do when she is released? (276)

24. Jeannette doesn’t say very much about her sister, but what can we understand from the little she says?

25. What does Brian say when he looks at the Thanksgiving feast? What does he mean? 
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