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Associate Vice President for Academic Resources and



Chief Information Officer

From:

508 Sub Committee  

Subject:
Recommendations Regarding Implementation of Section 508 


           Requirements

Introduction

In 2001, a Section 508 subcommittee was created by Dr. Spero Bowman.  The group was formed to gain expertise on the ways in which Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with Disabilities Act impact electronic communications on the campus.  The group was expected to provide guidance to the campus through Dr. Bowman’s office on matters related to implementation of the regulations pertaining to electronic communications.  The initial group did some research and began to formulate some tentative recommendations.

In February 2004, Dr. Bowman requested the 508 subcommittee be reactivated to further research these issues.  In August 2004, the sub committee completed work on a draft Web Accessibility Policy document, which was circulated on campus.   Since that time the Chancellor’s Office issued Executive Order 926, which mandates that disability support and accommodations be integrated into campus programs including information resources and technologies. The Executive Order is effective as of January 1, 2005.  On January 21, 2005 the University Web Management Committee made its final recommendations for University Web Management, including a series of priority one and two requests for staffing and training.

Committee Membership
Chris Sales, Instructional Technology Consultant, ITR (Chair)

James Macaluso, Administrator, Finance and Technology, NCOD

Susan Snyder, Web Developer, Administration and Finance Division

Mary Woodley, Collection Development Coordinator, Oviatt Library

Holly Wilfer, Coordinator, Compliance Administration, Office of Equity and Diversity

Sue Cullen, Assistive Technology Specialist, Center on Disabilities

Rick Shaw, Director, Information Technology, Student Affairs

Pat Miller, Director, BAWLC, Modern and Classical Languages 

Mary Ann Cummins-Prager, Director, Center on Disabilities

Recommendations

In light of Executive Order 926 which mandates compliance with Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act,  the sub committee has the following recommendations which conform to the Chancellor’s Office directives contained in EO 926.  

· Allocate the resources to create on going curriculum for a 508 compliance training program that will allow all faculty and staff, including part-time faculty, to become familiar with the mandated requirements. This may be accomplished by expanding existing training programs sponsored by Human Resources on compliance matters and through the contributions of the 508/AT Compliance Specialist.

· Create the position of 508/AT Specialist.  The Executive Order states that the CSU must ensure that all programs and services provided through computer or electronic media  be “accessible to all CSU students, faculty, staff and the general public regardless of disability.” This is a large undertaking as it means that all web based material including academic materials must be made accessible.  Given that most faculty and staff do not have the expertise to accomplish this and that it requires sophisticated technical knowledge, the 508 subcommittee strongly recommends that this responsibility be assigned to a staff member who can lead the campus in efforts to comply with statutory requirements.
· Suggest the creation of a standing 508 Committee.  The purpose of the committee is to facilitate the coordination and implementation of policy recommendations, assisting the 508/AT Compliance Specialist with issues that may arise in implementing accessibility mandates.

All of the members of the 508 Sub Committee thank you for the opportunity to work on this project.  We welcome your response and remain available for continued dialogue on this and other related issues.

