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Cultural Geography

Language and the Landscape
Linguistic Geography

Geoqraphy
grapny: o




Objectives

o Students will recall common linguistic and
dialect patterns in the United States.
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Introduction

Language is a powerful shaper of who we are,
commonly considered the central core of cultural
identity.

Where is this evident in a recent “cultural war™?

— “lllegal Alien vs. ?”

Geolinguistics Is a growing subdiscipline In
geography.

In the last decade, cultural theory has increasingly

argued that language and the control of systems of
meaning as the primary source of political power.
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Some Definitions

What Is a language?
Language families are large and old

Language branches are smaller and
formed more recently

Language groups are more closely related
and aren’t that old
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Chart

* Note the large
percentage of Indo-
European
speakers.

e |Includes?

 \What about Sino-

Tl betan? Ir?do-E_uropean Drayldlan
Sino-Tibetan @ Altaic

Niger-Congo @ Japanese
Afro-Asiatic © Austro-Asiatic
¢ Austronesian O Other




Map of Languages

INDO-EUROPEAN FAMILY ALTAIC FAMILY SINO-TIBETAN FAMILY
The word's most widely spoken Spoken arross an B,000-kilometer (5,000-mile) band Encompasses the languages of China. There & no
family, discussed in maore detail on of Asia between Turkey and China. Turkish, by far the single Chinese language. Rather, the most important
the next page. Indo-Furopean is the most widely used Altaic language, was once witten is Mandann {or, as the Chinese call it, pu tang fua,
language family of English, with Arabic lefters. In 1928 the Turkish government, led or comman speech). Chinese languages are based
by Kemal Ataturk, ordered that the language be written on 420 one-syllable words, which in turn can be
with the Roman alphabet as a symbol of modernization combined to form multisdlabic words, Chinese
of the cullure and ecanony. languages are wiitten with a collection of thousands of
characters, mestly ideograms, which represent ideas
or concepts rather than specific pronunciations.

JAPANESE

An example of an isolated
language, unrelated 1o
other language families.
Japanese 1s wiitten in part
with Chinese idengrams,
bat it ko uses two
systems of phanetic
symibioks like Western
languages.

AUSTRO-ASIATIC FAMILY

. Based in Southeast Asia
Afna-Asiae Japanese ' HINDIURDL Vietnamese, the mast
Alsaic Khoisan b i spoken Austro-Asiatic

@ aAmerindian @ rorean s language, is written with

5 Migar-Congo ,\‘,d the Roman alphabet. The
Austro-Reiatic Milo-5aharan

Vietnamese alphabet was

Austronesian @ devised in the seventh

Papuan

i e H i 3 " ) 5 P
Sino-Tietan ¥ \ . L

i Ay cerury by Roman Cathalic
S missanaries from Europe,
Uralic o r who browght with them

Eskimo-aleut Sparsely Inhabated DRAVIDIAN FAMILY s ¢ their form of writing,
Tndo-Eiwrapean Languages spoken in southern -

Spanish Indiajand northerm Sri Lanka. [P, e

Languages with mare than 100 millian speakers Between 35 and 70 million speak

Frendh

four languages in this family.
TR R oo ko Origins of Dravidian are urknoyn,
but scholars generally believe that
the language family was once
spoken across much of South Asia,

[ 3000 4,000 Mik

4000 Kilmetens

AUSTROMNESIAN FAMILY. EMGLISH

Languages spoken maosthy in Indonesia. The
people of Madagascar speak Malagasy, which
aksa belongs 1o he Austronesian family. This
is evidence of migration 1o Madagescar from
Indonesia, 3,000 kilometers (1,900 miles)
across the Indian Ocean, apparenthy in small
hoats, roughly 2,000 years ago.

AFRO-ASIATIC FAMILY
Inchades Arabic and Hebrewe
Arabic is the major Afro-fsiatic
language, an official language
in two dozen countries of the
Middle East, and the language
of k' Pofiet book, the NIGER-CONGO FAMILY
Quran. Hebrew, the language

b B More than 1,000 distinet languages
of much of the lewish Bible and ~ 5
Chaistian Old Testament, is a have: been documented in !-!Tfnca.
rare case of an extingt language but n;(""e h”m{'skl‘he é" he
that was revived in the tavertieth TRTL ele LI o S
ity it rnoien Bk on dassifying those known into
e |r|‘:|s.racl (see page I|g1-1)g' families. Most lack a written tradition

pag 1 and only & are spoken by more
than 10 million people. More than
95 percent of the people in sub-
Saharan Africa speak languages that
are generally dassified s belonging
L thve Miger- Comgo farmily,
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Indo-European Speakers
Worldwide

* Note the |
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Greek Non-Indo-European
Languages
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Germanic Languages

 Share both
common words
and structural
similarities.

ICELAND

BEI.GIUM/ CZECH REP.
LUXEMBOURG '

FRANCE

SWITZERLAND

North Germanic West Germanic
@ Danish @ English
Faeroese Frisian
Icelandic @ German
Norwegian Netherlandish (Dutch)
Swedish Mixed with non-Germanic
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Romance Languages

_ BELARUS

* Evolved from .
Latin BT

FRANCE ’ 'SLOVAK-IA
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patches on the o ST T e

Sicilian
e To what do
—_—
tI Ie Portuguese | French/Langue d'dc (Occitan) @ Friulian
Galician Italian @ Romanian

Spanish Sardinian Not romance languages

u°@\
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ALGERIA

|
MALTA

Catalén Romansh

correspond? o
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More speakers
than other
branches.

Very confusing
mix of
languages and
alphabets.

Dravidian?
Hindi




Which of the following
languages is LEAST related to
English?

A. German
B. Farsi
C. Hindi
D. French

Geography éa
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English

UNITED
CANADA KINGDOM
IRELAND
UNITED STATES
PACIFIC MALTA
SR - PAKISTAN
S CANY THE BAHAMAS
St KITTS AND NEVIS THE INDIA
JAMAICA | ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA  GAMBIA
BELIZE
stLucia - POMINICA \ MNIGERIA SUDAN
BARBADOS
<~ GRENADA SIERRA
St VINCENT
chtnaaes e e
LIBERIA ' GHANA
/ UGANDA
GUYANA - KENYA |
CAMEROON RWANDA SEYCHELLES
mataw | [NVDIAN
/ I/ ;l:_
ZAMBIA i
B /e MADAGASCAR
NAMIBIA MAURITIUS
BOTSWANA — - SWAZILAND
"~ LESOTHO
SOUTH
AFRICA

© 2010 Pearson Education, Inc.

e Why

IS English so widespread?

PHILIPPINES
MARSHALL
- ISLANDS
PALAU | MICRONESIA
PABUA . NAURU
SINGAPORE NEW
GUINEA SOLOMON KIRIBATI
ISLANDS
VANUATU
FUI
AUSTRALIA
NEW
ZEALAND

Geography



Technology
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* English is used
for a variety of
technical and
legal matters
world wide.

e It’s also good for
business!

 How did it get
this way?

Geography éa
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Preservation

Many languages
are becoming
extinct.

Canada?
United States?

What language
was resurrected
from the dead?
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Quebecols

I W O ) 100 200 Miles
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Quebec City (Ville de Quebec?)
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 What do
you know
about this
linguistic
minority
here In
California?
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Spanglish

The US has a
number of
linguistic
challenges as

Latinos are the white people of Latin Americy

Difficult to . £,
preserve culture _N_@_I ’$
without language. I_HSPANIC
Difficult to enter B e T

WE ARE
[HISPANIC AND E“F?‘\'_E': \EHITE!

. * . ~EAN WHITE!)
al S ea i ) b tUL-IURAL CaA
OF OuR PEOPLE] BRATION

- WIE AKE NOT TOREIGNTRT
without language. dtirs_iwonie AR T Fonsicey oy Gup. gaxd]
lrony? '




LA!

 How does the
size of Los
Angeles permit
this
phenomena?




LA!

 The challenge
and beauty of

living In Los
Angeles

represented

on a sign in

Northridge.

e Bladerunner?




Which language Is nearly extinct
iIn-South Louisiana?

 A. French Creole
 B. Cajun French
« C. Cajun Spanish
 D. Gullah/Geechy French

Geography . ' _Jfp
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Dialects

e What is a dialect?

e WWhat is an
accent?

e |n addition to
region, what
other factors
contribute to
dialect?

MIDDLE ENGLISH

Geograph} gﬁ




English Dialects in the United States

 Three major dialects are spoken by three
mayjor subcultural groups.

— Northern
— Midland
— Southern

» Consider the various expressions for
*highway”

 \WWhat other words or terms are used in one
part of the country but not in others?

Geographi} '?E
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Major US Dialect Regions (fig)

1 300 mi.

i 500 k.



Massive Dialect Map

 http://aschmann.net/AmEng/#SmallMapCa
nada
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L e et M~ E::"'



http://aschmann.net/AmEng/
http://aschmann.net/AmEng/

Linguistic Isoglosses (fig)

Eastern and MNorthern Borders of

Remuda (group of saddle
horses)

Resaca {(channel)
Vaquero (cowboy)
Arroyo (dry creek)

Pilan {something extra)
Mesa (flat-topped hill)
Frijoles (pinto beans)
Toro (bull)

Acequia (irrigation ditch)
Morral (feed bag)

0 100 200 km.
0 50 100 150 mi




What is the underlying meaning of the words on.this water tower,
just south of Cincinnati in Northern Kentucky on I-75, a major North-South
passageway?
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Another Version

http://www.popvssoda.com/

A website where you once could vote...
An outstanding data collection device.
Or based on tweets:

http://blog.echen.me/2012/07/06/soda-vs-
pop-with-twitter/

Are there other terms that you can think of
that you could set up a website about?.

Geographj} | ﬁﬁ%


http://www.popvssoda.com/
http://blog.echen.me/2012/07/06/soda-vs-pop-with-twitter/
http://blog.echen.me/2012/07/06/soda-vs-pop-with-twitter/

Ebonics

Partly a variant of the Southern Dialect

Many Southerners now speaking Midland
English.

Center of a controversy in early 1990s when
Oakland school board suggested Ebonics a
“language”.

Partly a pidginized English

Why is this geographic?

Geography %



Ebonics

Multiple Varieties of Ebonics-not just slang

Pulpit Ebonics: the linguistic style of the
black churches

Sports Ebonics: the linguistic style of black
athletes

Musical Ebonics: the linguistic style of black
musicians and singers.

Consider “the dozens” and Hip Hop
Georgia’s Gullah Islanders
Geography BR




Cultural Ecology of Language

 The way we speak Is also affected by the
natural environment in which we live.

e Dialects and languages face many of the
same barriers other cultural practices do.

Geograph; | gﬁ%



Diffusion Barrier (fig)

Village or town name
with German suffix

with Slavic suffix



Tangiers, Virginia

e * http://youtu.be/AlZgw
09CGIE

‘Hampton

Geography
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http://youtu.be/AIZgw09CG9E
http://youtu.be/AIZgw09CG9E

Gullah Islands

o http://youtu.be/rCYBf-
1lyHmI?t=27s

Geography
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http://youtu.be/rCYBf-1yHmI?t=27s
http://youtu.be/rCYBf-1yHmI?t=27s

Appalachian Mountains

e http://youtu.be/03IWA
Y4KIIU?t=4s

erville

_McMinnville

Geograph; .



http://youtu.be/03iwAY4KlIU?t=4s
http://youtu.be/03iwAY4KlIU?t=4s

Louisiana Swamp

 http://youtu.be/BRXcp
BlteEM?t=28s

Geography fﬁx
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http://youtu.be/BRXcpBIteEM?t=28s
http://youtu.be/BRXcpBIteEM?t=28s

American Plains

e http://youtu.be/5tbsiga

heatland

Centennial

Colorado

Geographf
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http://youtu.be/5tbsiqaqh_4
http://youtu.be/5tbsiqaqh_4

L.A. Dialect?

 What sort of “accent” do Los Angelenos
have?

 \What would account for the dialect of Los
Angeles?

Geograph; | gﬁ%



Culturo-Linguistic Integration

e Language Is an important indicator of the
health, status and changing nature of
wider cultural issues.

e Politics, economics, social and cultural
movement are all reflected in the linguistic
changes of a society

Geographi} '?E




How Does a Language Achieve Dominance
or Die Out?

A. Technology (military)
B. Social Morale
-Doesn’t always happen (Greek, Chinese)

C. The Economic Development Model
-migration out (clearance)
-migration In (changeover).

D. Language and Religion

Do rainforest languages even have a term for
“desert’?

Geographi} '?E




Language and Power

-language Is a
powerful tool in the
maintenance of
political
arrangements (on
both sides of the
oellg)

Consider the
evolution of the
term “mugging” in
the British press.

oo graphy 1@‘5



Linguistic Landscapes

Toponyms (place names)

-serve as reminders of migration patterns,
ethnicity and religion.

-lots of places have Indian names

-what place names in California serve as
iIndicators of past political
arrangements?

-can you you hame any?

Geographj} | ﬁﬁ%



Each dot = one Arabic toponym
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Linguistic Landscape of PA i)
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Penn-German Forebay Barn

(fig)

/ﬁlh

/ B

:
U MINIATURE |- ORSE F/

=t

(P ————— 1

-—...__h,ﬁ- --JT-—-

T R il ]
F

PE——
W
s

f . o .“'. iy 3o TRk WO L e o ";:Ep J':" e
1 d ﬁ‘ fﬁ." .‘{wm‘ ;‘:.r“—-m””- G
“ﬁ“ﬁf“t"ﬂﬁﬂﬂ;ﬁw‘ "m”.-. L oW el PO B NG T

f
ni‘* T




What American term did British
newspapers begin using in the
late 1970s, that sparked British

fears about crime?

Rolling

. Mugging
. Pillaging
. Busking

Geography éa
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“Center” and duplicate names

Local duplication of town or hamlet name
« MCenter” used as town name suffix or prefix
———=Southern border of northern dialect

L
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If you drove Into a town called
“Woodstock Center”, the first
house you would see would

most like be a(n):
SY-111010)%
Dog Trot
Shotgun
I-house

o0 ®»
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American landscape Project

o https://picasaweb.google.com/AmericanlLa
ndscapeProject

Geograph} gﬁ



https://picasaweb.google.com/AmericanLandscapeProject
https://picasaweb.google.com/AmericanLandscapeProject
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