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History V01B

Who controls the past, controls the future.  Who controls the future, controls the present.  -- George Orwell

Human history becomes more and more a race between education and catastrophe – H.G. Wells.

The point is not to observe history; the point is to change it.  – Karl Marx
"Yes, I am fond of history."


"I wish I were too. I read it a little as a duty, but it tells me nothing that does not either vex or weary me.  The quarrels of popes and kings, with wars or pestilences, in every page; the men all so good for nothing, and hardly any women at all -- it is very tiresome."
   Catherine Morland, in Northhangar Abbey (1803), 
   by Jane Austen

Western Civilization, Renaissance to Present

This course is a survey of western civilization, centered primarily in Europe, from approximately 1649 to the present day.  This represents an extremely dynamic period in history that has seen some of mankind’s greatest accomplishments in terms of humanism, via the creation of art, technology, science and medicine.  Conversely, it is also the period containing what are arguably some of the bloodiest, most savage acts of cruelty towards all humanity of recorded time.  Indeed, as Dickens noted, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.”  In this class we shall explore the transition from medieval/Middle Ages Europe as it steps onto the “world stage,” with its unravelling in the age of Reformation, its transition to a “World Superpower,” the onset of modernity through various processes, into the post-modern era of the global community.  A theme to keep in mind, aside from the linear transitions between these periods, is the mental transition that brings a population from the height of rationalism in the Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment, to the complete mental and ethical breakdown of the mid-20th century with genocides, holocausts and the responses of post-modernism.  
My philosophy to history is that it is not comprised of names and dates; there are plenty of those.  History is about how things change and why; and my emphasis on teaching the class is to see the big picture importance of these events.  Your emphasis as a student does require some knowledge of the names and dates, as these do represent a necessary part of your working vocabulary.  However, your preparation guideline should be to ask the question, why is this important? Context is everything.

Exams:  There are FOUR  exams: three midterms and a final.  I will drop the lowest of the first three exams; you may not drop the final..  These are your choice of either m/c with short IDs, or bluebook exams, i.e., essay, which will be done in class; you will only write one essay per exam.  I do not give the questions out ahead of time.  My study guides will include “directed topics” for your focus, but will be along the lines of “wars of religion” and similarly broad topics.  Please bring your blue book to class the day before an exam, or leave it in my mailbox ahead of time.  
Grades:  I grade on a straight 90-80-70 basis.  Curving the exam is detrimental to those at the high and low ends; if you make a 90%, you get the A, regardless of whether there are more than 10% who should be assigned an A according to a calculated curve.

Grade breakdown of class:  

Midterm  


20% x 2 (40%)
Final



30%
Response paper **

10% 

Study Guide Assignments:
5% each x 3 (15%)
Attendance and participation:  
5%

Extra Credit:   Study Guide Exercises (all chapters)  7.5-10%; or library assignment.
**The response paper will be a 5-7 page analytical paper based on your reading of sources assigned for this class, and is a formal written assignment.  IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO RECEIVE AN A IN THIS CLASS WITHOUT DOING THIS ASSIGNMENT.  I will work with you in reading drafts, referring you to the writing center, or providing assistance to you regardless of your completion of English composition classes, but it is important in college that you learn successfully how to think critically and articulate your thoughts.  
Text:   Your text in this class is Coffin, Stacey, et al’s Western Civilizations, vol II, from WW Norton publishers, 3rd edition BRIEF  This is a new version, but you may find the 2nd version online cheaply and without substantial difference.  I encourage you to look for it online and at other sources.   This publisher provides a very good, and relatively cheap, textbook, along with excellent online support for study resources.  I encourage you to utilize their study site, but it is not mandatory (see extra credit option).  

Additionally, your textbook and the course website will present “primary sources” (that is, historical documents that were written at the time) for analysis and discussion.  These will form the basis of your Response Paper, which is required for earning an A in the class.  The primary source documents are in your textbook, on the publisher’s website, or on my own website, and are free.  

Academic Honesty, behavior in the classroom, or an object lesson in the Social Contract:  Please turn off all cell phones and pagers when in classroom (unless you are awaiting an organ transplant or birth of a child).  Interruptions of class will be subject to your dismissal and/or a negative impact on your grade.  Interruption of an exam will result in your immediate removal from the classroom and an F on the test.  I am serious.  
Equally serious:  Academic honesty.  Be familiar with the terms and definitions of your expected behavior in this regard as found in the school catalog.  This includes collaborative efforts on work, cheating, plagiarism, turning in work for a previous class, or the dissemination of any work represented as original which is attributable to anyone else (with or without their permission).  If you have a question, ask ahead of time.  Thieving isn’t acceptable, be it of material objects or intellectual property.  Academic dishonesty will be dealt with in the strongest terms possible: your case will be forwarded to the dean, and you will receive an F for the assignment which is not subject to ‘do-over.’  The weighted structure of the class reasonably ensures that if you receive a zero for any component of the class, you will almost certainly not be able to pass the course.  You are also subject to suspension or expulsion, even if you’re a graduating senior with a fabulous job or grad school ahead of you.  Please don’t risk it.  As noted above, you may not use any internet sources, cited or otherwise, for your written work.  There are some sites which are useful for instructional enhancement, study exercises, etc, and I leave that to your judgment.  
Office Hours:  The hours are noted above.  You are welcome to come by and discuss problems or questions you have with the class, history in general, or study tactics.  In terms of generally contacting me, while you do have my cell phone, it is almost always on voice mail and truthfully, because I really hate phones (nothing personal), I may not always know where it is.  So if you need an immediate response to something, your best bet is to email me at kathleen.addison@csun.edu 
Website:  I will post all relevant study guides, assignments, powerpoints, brief lecture outlines, documents, and materials pertaining to this class online and make that site available to you 
Schedule of Lectures and Readings:

Proviso: These are subject to revision and represent a suggested guideline; it may be modified accordingly and change depending on class discussions.  
HOLIDAYS:  JAN 16, FEB 17, 20; SPRING BREAK MARCH 12-16; FINALS MAY 9-15.  
Week 1: 
 Intro:  Preconditions, Renaissance, Reformation
1/10, 12
Read:  Western Civilization [hereafter WC], chap 13.  Pay particular attention to Luther, Calvin, Loyola and the Council of Trent.
Week 2:  
Wars of Religion & Nationalism I
1/17, 19
Read:  WC, chap 14, first half.  Simplicissimus,” p. 335, Documents online. 
Week 3
Wars of Religion and Nationalism II; Tudor-Stuart England, France Ascendant
1/24, 26
Read:  WC Chap 15; 
Week 4 
France Ascendant:  Absolutism:  France of Louis XIV; England’s Time of 
1/31, 2/2
Troubles;
Read:  WC: Chap 14, second half, chap 15 to page 367.    Look at “Debate,” page 343. 
CONSIDER:  How does the role of “State” justify absolutism?  How does economic transformation fuel competition between the European States?
Week 5

The Changing World:  The New Science
2/7
midterm #1 TUESDAY 2/9, COVERS CHAPTERS 13-15 (to 367)

ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE AT EXAM, HANDWRITTEN AND STAPLED.

2/09
The Scientific Revolution

Read:  Chap 16; Documents including Letter to the Duchess Christina.  
Consider:  Why was Galileo arrested?  

Week 6

Enlightenment; start of French Revolution
2/14, 16
Consider:  How does the rise of the Enlightenment make the change from science to politics?

Read:  WC:  Chap 17, review 16:  Galileo, Descartes, Newton, Copernicus;  Locke, Voltaire, Montesquiue, Kant, Condorcet, Wollstonecraft; Rousseau “Social Contract.”  NB:  These are all important and we will discuss them in-depth.  You must have read in order to participate in class discussion which is part of your overall grade!  
Week 7
Conclusion of French revolution; Rise of Napoleon; why this is now 
2/21, 23
“modern” Europe 
Read:  Chap 18; Online: Sieyes, 3rd estate of Dourdan; tennis court oath; Dec. of Rights of Man and Citizen; Declaration of rights of Woman and Citizen; 
Consider:  Why is the French Revolution different than England in 1649?

Week 8

Conclusion of Napoleon:  Wars of 1812.

2/28, 3/1
Video:  Madness of King George III

Consider:  What happens if the King is incapacitated?  The increasing role of government and bureaucracy. 

Read:  Chap 18, second half.  
Week 9
Video conclusion; discussion of revolutions and documents.

3/6, 8
EXAM #2 THURS MARCH 8, COVERS CHAPTERS 16-18

ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE AT EXAM, HANDWRITTEN AND STAPLED.

Week 10:
SPRING BREAK MARCH 12-16.  BE SAFE!

Week 11:
Industrialism and the social problems of modernization
3/20, 22
The conservative realm takes charge, politically, to protect “their” economy
Read:  Chap 19 read extensively (and be prepared to discuss) from primary sources: Smith vs. Marx
Consider:  How do the effects of these new Revolutions interact with previous political philosophy?  How does the State respond? 
Week 12
The Age of Diplomacy; Nationalism, Liberalism and Autocracy; 
3/27, 29
Read:  Review chaps 20; 


Consider: How does the Age of Romanticism act as a counterpoint to the 18th C? 
Week 13
Intellectual developments of the late 19th c.;  Revolution from below (1848)
4/3, 5

Unification of Germany and Italy; Imperialism & Africa


Read:  Chap 21; chap 22


Consider:  Who makes a Nation?  How is this different from Absolutism?

Week 14
And just where has Russia been all this time?  From Peter to Alexander the 

4/10, 12
Liberator; Westernizer v. Slavophile.  The Rise of Lenin.


Seems like a good time to start on Solzhenitsyn (It’s very short.)
Read:  Review chap 15, pp. 367-69; chap 21, pp 513-21 Including source “Abolition of Slavery in Russia”; 
Consider:  How does Marx resonate in Russia? Why?

Week 15
WW I 
4/17, 19
EXAM 3 ON THURS 4/19; ASSIGNMENT 3 DUE AT EXAM, HANDWRITTEN AND STAPLED.   Exam covers chaps 19-23. 

CONSIDER:  Is this a World or a European war?  Why? 

Read:  Chap 23, 24


Consider:  How did technology transform warfare? 
Week 16
Interwar:  USSR, Weimar Republic and Totalitarianism; 
4/24, 26
WW II (the first part)
Read:  Chap 25, source on Stalinization (p. 605); start chap 26 (to page 634) 
Consider:  Why would citizens support dictatorship?  What were their options?
Week 17
WW II and its Aftermath, start of the Cold War ; problems of decolonization
May 1, 3
Read:  WC Chap 26 to end, chap 27 incl “viewpoints” on p. 645, 

THURS MAY 3 SOURCE ANALYSIS PAPER DUE (SEE HANDOUT ON WEBSITE)


CONSIDER:  
What was the rationalization for using the Atomic Bomb, and how did it transform the world? 
week 18
 Spring of 1968 through the Homage to Pink Floyd:  Tear Down The Wall!

Read:  WC Chap 28.  

Consider:  What is meant by “Globalization?”


LAST DAY OF CLASS IS TUESDAY MAY 8
FINAL EXAM:  10:30 CLASS IS TUESDAY MAY 15, 10-12 PM; 12:00 CLASS IS THURS MAY 10, 12:30-2:30 PM.  NO EXCEPTIONS.  
The final may not be dropped, excluded, or missed.  Incompletes will only be issued in the event of verified, documented medical emergencies.  If this schedule conflicts with your plans, please take another section.  
