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Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program Application
Due Friday, February 12, 2010, 4:00 PM 
Please deliver completed applications to JR 148.

PLEASE use the "fill in" feature of the Word document to complete your application. HANDWRITTEN APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
A.  Personal Information 
1. Last Name:         First Name:      MI:      
2. Date of Birth:        (Month/Day/Year) 

3. Place of Birth (including city and state):      
4. Permanent Address (do not give a PO Box address):      
5. City:        State:       Zip Code:      
6. Local Address (PO Box address is OK)        

7. City:       State:       Zip Code:      
8. Telephone:        Cell Phone:      
9. E-mail address       

10. Social Security Number:       Student ID Number:       

B. Demographic Information

1. Citizenship:  U.S. Citizen  FORMCHECKBOX 
   Permanent Resident  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (Please indicate and explain.)        

2. Ethnic Heritage (Please specify.)
a. African-American  FORMCHECKBOX 

b. Asian-American/Pacific Islander  FORMCHECKBOX 

c. Chicano/Mexican-American/Latino  FORMCHECKBOX 

d. Native American  FORMCHECKBOX 

e. White  FORMCHECKBOX 

f. Mixed Heritage  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (Please indicate.)       
g. Other  FORMCHECKBOX 
 (Please indicate.)       
3. Gender:   Female  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male  FORMCHECKBOX 
 
4. What is your first language? (Please specify.)      
C. Educational Information

1. Major:       
Minor (if any)      
2. Cumulative GPA      

GPA in Major      
3. Units by Spring 2010         If transfer student, please identity the community college you attended prior to enrolling at CSUN:       
4. Please indicate what TRIO programs you have participated in, if applicable. Check all that apply.
a. Talent Search  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Name of Institution      
b. Upward Bound  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Name of Institution      
c. Student Support Services  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Name of Institution      
d. Gear-Up  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Name of Institution      
5. What do you plan to study in graduate school?      
6. What is the highest degree objective you plan on seeking?      
7. When did you begin your undergraduate degree program?      
8. Possible Faculty Research Mentor (Optional):       Department:      
9. How did you hear about the McNair Scholars Program?      
D. Parents’ Information
1. Mother’s Information
Last Name:       
First Name:       
Middle:       
What is the highest level of educational attainment by your mother?

Elementary   FORMCHECKBOX 

Middle School   FORMCHECKBOX 

High School   FORMCHECKBOX 

Trade/Professional School   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Name:      
Some College   FORMCHECKBOX 

Names of College(s) attended by mother:       
College Graduate   FORMCHECKBOX 

Name of College mother graduated from:       
Advanced Degrees (e.g., MA, MS, JD, Ph.D., Ed.D., etc.)   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Please specify degree(s):        

Name of College(s) mother graduated from with advanced degree(s):       
2. Father’s Information

Last Name:       
First Name:       
Middle:       
What is the highest level of educational attainment by your father?

Elementary   FORMCHECKBOX 

Middle School   FORMCHECKBOX 

High School   FORMCHECKBOX 

Trade/Professional School   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Name:      
Some College   FORMCHECKBOX 

Names of College(s) attended by father:       
College Graduate   FORMCHECKBOX 

Name of College father graduated from:       
Advanced Degrees (e.g., MA, MS, JD, Ph.D., Ed.D., etc.)   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Please specify degree(s):        

Name of College(s) father graduated from with advanced degree(s):       
3. Guardian’s Information (if applicable)
If you were raised by someone other than your natural parents (a caretaker or foster parent, for example), give their information below.

Last Name:       
First Name:       
Middle:       
Relationship:       
What is the highest level of educational attainment by this person?

Elementary   FORMCHECKBOX 

Middle School   FORMCHECKBOX 

High School   FORMCHECKBOX 

Trade/Professional School   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Name:      
Some College   FORMCHECKBOX 

Names of College(s) attended by this person:       
College Graduate   FORMCHECKBOX 

Name of College this person graduated from:       
Advanced Degrees (e.g., MA, MS, JD, Ph.D., Ed.D., etc.)   FORMCHECKBOX 
  Please specify degree(s):        

Name of College(s) father graduated from with advanced degree(s):       
Please provide the names and permanent addresses of two people who will know how to reach you in the future: 
Name of Relative/Permanent Contact:       
Relationship:       

Address:        
City      
State      
Zip Code       
Telephone:      
If your Relative/Permanent Contact speaks a language other than English, please list her/his primary language here:       

Name of Relative/Permanent Contact:      
Relationship:       
Address:        
City      
State      
Zip Code       
Telephone:      
If your Relative/Permanent Contact speaks a language other than English, please list her/his primary language here:       

F.  Financial Information
1. Are you currently eligible to receive need-based financial aid at CSUN?  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No   FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, attach a copy of your current CSUN Financial Aid Notification (FAN).
2. Dependent Students 
a. Did your parent(s) or caretaker(s) file a 2008 Federal Income Tax Return?  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

b. If yes, what was their taxable income?      
This amount can be found on 2008 IRS Form 1040, line 43 or IRS From 1040A, line 27 or IRS 1040ES, line 6.
Please include a photocopy of your parent(s) or caretaker(s) 2008 Federal Income Tax Return(s).
c. What is the size of your parent(s) or caretaker(s) household, including you and other dependents? Number of persons:       
3. Independent Students (as determined by the CSUN Financial Aid Office) 
a. Did you file a 2008 Federal Income Tax Return?  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No  FORMCHECKBOX 

b. If yes, what was your taxable income?       
This amount can be found on 2008 IRS Form 1040, line 43 or IRS From 1040A, line 27 or IRS 1040ES, line 6.
Please include a photocopy of your 2008 Federal Income Tax Return(s).
c. What is the size of your household, including you and other dependents? Number of persons:       
E. Personal Statement
The McNair Scholars Program Selection Committee will carefully read your personal statement in order to determine your suitability and potential for participation in the Program. The statement should be about 500 words, carefully written and edited so that the statement reflects your skills and abilities not only in writing but also in thinking through a topic.  The personal statement should focus on your academic and career objectives, and address the most interesting and/or stimulating academic experience(s) you have had as an undergraduate. Remember also that academic experiences may be broadly defined, so you may want to think beyond classrooms and learning that has occurred in “school.”  Describe this experience and explain how this experience helped you grow as a person and how may have helped you understand why getting an advanced degree is essential to your future plans.  The personal statement should also discuss your research interests, even if these research experiences are nascent; if you have had any significant research experiences as an undergraduate, you may discuss these experiences in the personal statement.  Finally, explain why you feel obtaining a Ph.D. is essential in pursuing goals, and address how the McNair Scholars Program will help you reach your academic goals. Please include your personal statement in the area below.
     
F. Preliminary Research Proposal 
The McNair Scholars Program Selection Committee is interested in any research experiences that you may have had in the past or research that interests you. 
If you have conducted research with a faculty member or a group, please describe that research project here. Describe the project that you undertook, answering the following questions: What is the problem, question, theme or issues that you explored? Why was the research needed? What are the broader implications of this study (social, practical, cultural, intellectual, etc.)? How does this study contribute to "the field" and/or to an understanding of the larger social/political/cultural/etc. contexts? List any major books or articles that relate to this research project (from a works cited that you may have, for example).

If you have not conducted any research, please speculate about what you would like to do. Describe a class or classes have you taken in the past that might help you formulate a research project.  Describe a problem that you would like to explore in your community. Describe something you have read in the past year or so that discusses a problem that you want to know more about.
Finally, list any academic honors, distinctions, or scholarships you have received at the college level, including the dates.  Also, list any significant extracurricular activities or employment experiences you have, including dates. 
     
My signature below indicates that, to the best of my knowledge, the information given on this application is true, complete, and accurate. 
Signature: ____________________________________________________________________ 
Date:      
Application Checklist 

Please use this checklist to ensure that your application is complete.  Remember ALL materials must be submitted together and are due February 12, 2010 by 4 PM, to Dr. Moreno, JR 148, 818.677.2734.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A Completed supplemental application form
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A 500 word personal statement 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A 800-1000 word preliminary research proposal
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 An Unofficial Transcript (do not use your DPR) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Letters of Support from two (2) faculty members
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Financial Aid documentation (See Section F. Financial Information for documentation needed.)
ACADEMIC LETTER OF SUPPORT

CSUN McNair Scholars Program

To the Applicant:

Fill out the form with your name, e-mail address, phone number, as well as the name of the person along with his/her title who you have asked to write the letter of recommendation.  Provide the recommender with your personal statement (or a clear statement of how you think you will benefit from the program and what you hope to achieve), a preliminary research proposal, an unofficial transcript, and any other pertinent information that will help them write the letter of recommendation.  We suggest that you meet with the recommender to explain what the letter is for and to answer any questions this person might have about your application.
Applicant:       
Email address:       
Phone number:       
Faculty Recommender’s Name:      
Recommender’s Title:       
Applicant Waiver:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I waive the right to access this letter of recommendation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I do not waive the right to access this letter of recommendation.

Instructions for Recommender:

The above-named student is applying for the CSUN McNair Scholars Program.  Please comment on the applicant's intellectual ability, aptitude for research, ability to work independently, and potential for graduate study, as well as his/her creativity, initiative, imagination, perseverance, and/or emotional maturity.  The McNair Selection Committee will read the letter in order to assess the applicant's suitability and potential to succeed in the program.

Please return your letter of recommendation to the applicant in an envelope that you close and sign across the seal.  The applicant will include the sealed envelope with the other application materials.  The due date for the application and supporting materials, including letters of recommendation, is 4:00 pm on Friday, February 12, 2010. 
The CSUN McNair Scholars Program

The Objective: The McNair Program helps CSUN students who are interested in pursuing graduate studies toward a Ph.D.* The Program provides support mechanisms, including opportunities for students to define educational goals, to engage in research through work with faculty mentors, and to develop the skills to ensure success in Ph.D. area studies
*This does not include professional degrees such as Law (JD), Medicine (MD), Veterinary Medicine (DVM).

The Target Group: Current CSUN Undergraduate Students who have demonstrated their academic achievement and are interested in enrolling in a Ph.D. program with the intent of earning a Ph.D. The McNair Scholars Program will serve 25 students each year. 
The Path: Students will earn a stipend and participate in academic-year and summer activities until they graduate. Students will be matched with a faculty mentor who fosters research skills and guidance. McNair Scholars partner with peers, faculty, and staff to learn new academic skills, expand their scholarly knowledge, and cultivate successful attitudes and values. 

ACADEMIC LETTER OF SUPPORT

CSUN McNair Scholars Program

To the Applicant:

Fill out the form with your name, e-mail address, phone number, as well as the name of the person along with his/her title who you have asked to write the letter of recommendation.  Provide the recommender with your personal statement (or a clear statement of how you think you will benefit from the program and what you hope to achieve), a preliminary research proposal, an unofficial transcript, and any other pertinent information that will help them write the letter of recommendation.  We suggest that you meet with the recommender to explain what the letter is for and to answer any questions this person might have about your application.
Applicant:       
Email address:       
Phone number:       
Faculty Recommender’s Name:      
Recommender’s Title:       
Applicant Waiver:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I waive the right to access this letter of recommendation.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I do not waive the right to access this letter of recommendation.

Instructions for Recommender:

The above-named student is applying for the CSUN McNair Scholars Program.  Please comment on the applicant's intellectual ability, aptitude for research, ability to work independently, and potential for graduate study, as well as his/her creativity, initiative, imagination, perseverance, and/or emotional maturity.  The McNair Selection Committee will read the letter in order to assess the applicant's suitability and potential to succeed in the program.

Please return your letter of recommendation to the applicant in an envelope that you close and sign across the seal.  The applicant will include the sealed envelope with the other application materials.  The due date for the application and supporting materials, including letters of recommendation, is 4:00 pm on Friday, February 12, 2010. 
The CSUN McNair Scholars Program

The Objective: The McNair Program helps CSUN students who are interested in pursuing graduate studies toward a Ph.D.* The Program provides support mechanisms, including opportunities for students to define educational goals, to engage in research through work with faculty mentors, and to develop the skills to ensure success in Ph.D. area studies
*This does not include professional degrees such as Law (JD), Medicine (MD), Veterinary Medicine (DVM).

The Target Group: Current CSUN Undergraduate Students who have demonstrated their academic achievement and are interested in enrolling in a Ph.D. program with the intent of earning a Ph.D. The McNair Scholars Program will serve 25 students each year. 
The Path: Students will earn a stipend and participate in academic-year and summer activities until they graduate. Students will be matched with a faculty mentor who fosters research skills and guidance. McNair Scholars partner with peers, faculty, and staff to learn new academic skills, expand their scholarly knowledge, and cultivate successful attitudes and values. 

Ronald E. McNair Scholars Program





“Before you can make a dream come true, you must have one.” Ronald E. McNair, Ph.D.


�





The Objective: The McNair Program helps CSUN students who are interested in pursuing graduate studies toward a Ph.D.* The Program provides support mechanisms, including opportunities for students to define educational goals, to engage in research through work with faculty mentors, and to develop the skills to ensure success in Ph.D. area studies.


*This does not include professional degrees such as Law (JD), Medicine (MD), Veterinary Medicine (DVM),





The Target Group: Current CSUN Undergraduate Students who have demonstrated their academic achievement and are interested in enrolling in a Ph.D. program with the intent of earning a Ph.D. The McNair Scholars Program will serve 25 students each year. 





The Path: Students will earn a stipend and participate in academic-year and summer activities until they graduate. Students will be matched with a faculty mentor who fosters research skills and guidance. McNair Scholars partner with peers, faculty, and staff to learn new academic skills, expand their scholarly knowledge, and cultivate successful attitudes and values. 





Eligibility Requirements:


Completion of at least 59 semester units (junior standing). 


A cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher.


U.S. citizenship or permanent residency.


Verification of a family income level with the parameters set by the U.S. Department of Education. �HYPERLINK "http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/incomelevels.html"�http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ope/trio/incomelevels.html�


Major in a field targeted by the McNair Program. (Sciences, Social Sciences, Humanities, Education, Business, Engineering, etc.). *This does not include professional degrees such as Law (JD), Medicine (MD), Veterinary Medicine (DVM).


A first-generation college student and/or a member of a racial group or ethnic group underrepresented in graduate education. 


Intent to pursue a doctoral degree (Ph.D.) after graduation. 


Current enrollment at California State University, Northridge. 


Expectation to graduate from CSUN with a bachelor’s degree.





Application Deadline:  The McNair Scholars Program at California State University, Northridge will begin accepting applications in January 2010. The application due date is February 12, 2010 by 4 PM; however, we will continue accepting applications until we recruit 25 students for the first cohort of the Program.  (Thereafter, we will accept applications each fall for the Program beginning in spring and continuing through summer and fall.)  


In the spring semester, Scholars will begin the McNair Program with monthly workshops aimed at defining, designing and planning a research project.  Scholars will participate in peer mentoring and faculty mentoring meetings.  In a culminating experience, Scholars will also complete a summer program aimed at completing a major research project and preparing for applying to graduate school. 


Requirements for Participation:


Attend group monthly meetings. 


Participate in four (4) workshops in the spring semester. 


Complete an original research project in summer with the help of a faculty mentor (a $2800 stipend is awarded for completion of a summer research project).


Meet with the Academic Coordinator on a regular basis.


Provide the McNair Program with copies of course syllabi each semester. 


Submit a Progress Report each semester signed by professors.




















Contact:


Dr. Renee M. Moreno


Associate Professor


Program Director


818.677.7110


rmm61794@csun.edu
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