ACCT 460 – FALL 2006
RESEARCH REPORT # 1
PROFESSIONAL ENRICHMENT
The first assignment will involve preparing a report on a personal research topic chosen from the list of topics attached and making a brief presentation of your findings in class.  You must do this assignment on your own. Only one person in each section can use each research topic.  The due date of each report is indicated in the list of topics and will be spread out during the semester.  Research topics will be assigned on a first-come, first-served basis.  Let me know which topic, not already claimed, you want as soon as possible.  

Be sure that you talk to me during office hours about your selected topic. Come to this discussion with some work already done on your topic and a summary of your research plan typed up, so that I can make suggestions.  Please address this early on so that your work will not waste your time and meets my expectations for your topic.  This is similar to being instructed by your supervisor on a project assigned to you in a professional situation.  Be sure to take detailed notes about what I tell you and ask questions on anything that is not abundantly clear to you.
You should prepare a report summarizing the significant facts, issues and points of interest related to your topic.  Your report should be thorough enough to cover all the significant matters but concise, well organized and well written so that you don’t waste your time or mine.  I expect you to include your personal reactions, impressions, analysis, conclusions, and/or opinions relating to your topic.
This a formal professional and academic research paper so it should have all the features you have been trained to include, such as a cover page, citations, bibliography, and  relevant attachments.  Please do not include an executive summary since this report should not be long enough to warrant one. On the other hand, I expect you to do significant research on your topic with multiple research sources, so don’t expect that a two or three page paper is sufficient to cover your topic.  Also do not include any transmittal letters or other extraneous features for which some professors may have asked in the past.   I expect you to understand that you are in a professional environment and will prepare the report in a professional way.   This means an appropriate introduction, formats, headings, captions, carefully constructed organization, and perfect grammar and spelling, including careful paragraph construction, sentence structure, punctuation, etc.  I also expect you to communicate like a professional accountant with such things as numbers rounded to an appropriate level of significance and appropriately labeled.  Please critically review your report for obvious errors and omissions before you turn it in.
You should also prepare a brief oral presentation (three or four minutes at most) summarizing the most significant findings on your topic and persuading your class mates that this is a topic they should look into themselves for their own professional enrichment.  You may use PowerPoint to enhance your presentation, if you choose.
RESEARCH REPORT #1
LIST OF RESEARCH TOPICS

  DUE 

DATE





TOPIC




 

  9/21

  1. Luca Pacioli

  9/21

  2. Accounting Hall of Fame

  9/21

  3. The Arthurs – Arthur Andersen & Arthur Young

  9/21

  4. Ancient History of Accounting

  9/28

  5. History of the AICPA 
  9/28

  6. Price, Waterhouse & Ernst
  9/28
  
  7. Where’s My Professor, Dude?! – Accounting Education

  9/28

  8. Recruiting the Next Generation of CPAs
  10/5

  9. Women in the CPA Profession
  10/5

10. NASBA & the 150-Hour Curriculum Controversy
  10/5

11. Globalization of Auditing Standards
  10/19
12. COSO Internal Control Framework
  10/19
13. Principles-Based v. Rules-Based Accounting Principles
  10/19
14. Risk-Based Audit Model & Audit Effectiveness
  10/26
15. COSO Enterprise Risk Management (ERM) Framework
  10/26
16. CPAs & the Political Process
  10/26
17. SOX Section 404 for Small Issuers
  11/2

18. Results of SOX Section 404 Audits
  11/2

19. PCAOB Audits of Auditing Firms
  11/2

20. PCAOB Auditing Standard 2  

  11/16
21. Increasing Ethnic Diversity in the CPA Profession
  11/16
22. SAS 99 & Assessing Internal Controls

  11/16
23. New Risk Assessment SASs 104 to 111
  11/23
24. Role of Financial Experts on Audit Committees under SOX
  11/23
25. California Society of CPAs & Other State Societies
  11/23
26. Professional Accounting Designations Besides CPA
  11/30
27. Auditing Government Entities & the Yellow Book
  11/30
28. History of Computer-Based CPA Exam
  11/30
29. Leslie Murphy & Other Women Leaders of AICPA 
  11/30
30. Impact of XBRL 
  12/7

31. Work/Life Balance Issue in CPA Profession
  12/7

32. Fair-Value v. Historical-Cost Financial Reporting Model
  12/7

33. Limitations of Current Financial Reporting Model  

  12/7

34. Insights about AICPA Membership Demographics
  12/7

35. Proposal for the Cognitor Professional Designation 
