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This class is designed in partnership with the Los Angeles City Attorney and its Community Justice Initiative 
(CJI).  The CJI includes a neighborhood-focused array of restorative justice, alternative sentencing, and 
diversionary programs seeking to address the root causes of criminal behavior and achieve incarceration 
reduction. CJI offers compelling alternatives to incarceration for appropriate offenders and is aligned with 
national, state and local efforts to promote new “smart justice” prevention, intervention and diversion 
approaches. 
 
Your assignment for this portion of the class is as follows: 
 
1. You will be split into groups of four to five people.  Each group will pick one of the LACA’s 
Community Justice Programs to research and analyze.   
 
2. Research the program.  The first step is to familiarize yourself with the program you pick.  One 
person from the group should contact the Directing Attorney of the program and interview him or her in 
detail.  Before you meet with the Directing Attorney, you must have a written list of topics and specific 
questions that you would like to explore with the Directing Attorney.  You may wish to obtain permission 
to electronically record the interview. 
 
3. Conduct a literature review.  Look online to see if other people have done similar research studies 
of programs in the same or related contexts.  What problems or concerns have others encountered when 
studying such justice programs?  Can you use other studies or research in order to set up your study in a 
similar fashion?  Are those other studies or research sufficient? 
 
4. Outline your proposal.  Before you start writing, be sure to write a detailed outline of your 
proposal.  Your final proposal should contain the following: 
 
 I. Title 
 II. Abstract (200 to 300 words) 
  A. Summary of your research 
  B. Expected Issues 
  C. Summary of Methodology 
 III. Introduction 
  A. Background of the study 
  B. What are you studying? 
  C. Why are you studying it? 
  D. Why is it of interest? 
 IV. Research Problem 
  A. What is the essence of the study? 
  B. Discuss exactly what you are going to examine/collect data 
  C. Do you have a hypothesis? 
 



 V. Literature Review 
  A. Who else has looked at this problem?  Why? 
  B. Can you adopt the same methodology to your study? 
 VI. Methodology 
  A. How are you going to collect the data? 
   1. Qualitative research?  How? 
   2. Quantitative research?  How? 
  B. How will you design the study? 
  C. What instruments will you use? 
  D. Are there human subjects involved?   
  E. How long will this take?  How many people are needed? 
  F. Do you need permission to access the data? 
    
 VII. Discussion 
  A. Impact of your research 
  B. Positives:  Why the research is important? 
  C. Negatives:  What hurdles do you anticipate facing? 
 
 VIII. References 
 
5. Write your proposal.  You will need to write your proposal using APA style for citations.    You 
will also present your proposals to the class using PowerPoint or other equivalent electronic 
presentation platform.  Presentations will take place during the last three weeks of class. 
 
 


