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The final project in this class is to write a position paper on one of the topics discussed in class.   The paper needs to be at least 2000 words long (not including references) and no more than 10000 words long.  This paper will be included in your MA Portfolio that you will turn in next spring.  The purpose of this paper is demonstrate your understanding of contemporary issues in secondary science education and your ability to take a leadership role within your school and community.  For this reason we expect this paper to be a well written and thoughtful document.  This does not imply that you can not use your personal experiences and express your opinions. Your experience and ideas are very important here – but you need to be able to articulate them well and also draw from the research literature and other sources.  The hard part of this paper is not in knowing what to say, but in how to explain it clearly and persuasively.  .

Parts of a Position Paper:

Your paper needs to discuss a topic related to secondary education.  Your topic should be at least related to one of the three topics we talked about in classes (How people learn science, Hands-on or textbook instruction, and Assessment).  Since these topics are very general, these leaves virtually any topic in science education available.   Some possible topics might be:  Why Powerpoint (does/does not) help students learn science, Discovery learning will lead to (lower/higher) test scores, Students need more feedback than their test score etc.  Try to narrow your topic as much as possible so that you can clearly define what you are talking about.  

Once you have a topic you need to describe at least three parts:

· The topic – what it is and why it is important

· The debate – what are the issues on different sides of the topic

· Your position – make a compelling argument for your view

This is not intended to be primarily a research paper – but it is likely that you will need to do some original research for this paper.  When you cite someone else’s work (paper, web site, conversation) you need to use APA format (approximately – I am not a sticker for minutia).  Any paper without any citations will be returned to the author.  

If you send a draft by Dec 15 I will read it and get it back to you in time for some revisions (sooner is better for feedback).  

Rubric for Position Paper:

	Component 
	High Quality
	Acceptable
	Unacceptable

	Topic
	Paper topic is a controversial and important issue for science education.
	Paper topic is relevant to science but not highly controversial.  Everyone agrees on the answer.
	Paper topic is not well defined or not relevant to science education in secondary schools.

	Background
	Paper clearly describes the topic and explains why the topic is important.  All perspectives on the topic are identified.
	Paper generally describes a topic and mostly describes their view, ignoring other arguments.
	Paper covers too many topics and never focuses on anything in particular.

	Argument
	Paper makes a clear line of reasoning from experience and research to their conclusions.  Opposing arguments are countered
	Paper makes a number of points in favor of their view.  Some of the points are
	The paper makes several points but very few are supported in any meaningful way.

	Research
	Several sources of information are used to elaborate the discussion and used to support arguments.
	Paper cites references for some key points.
	Paper either does not include any references or fails to cite work from other authors.

	Writing
	Writing is clear without obvious mistakes.  
	The writing is good for the most parts but would have benefited from another draft.
	The writing makes it difficult to figure out what the author is trying to say.  The author did not read through the paper after writing it.


So long as all the components are at least acceptable, the paper will pass.  

